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we recollect having scen a wvll-posted and
competent maan in charge af such a couniter.

The big stores are oftener than flot the
resort af people who hiave no discrimination,

taste,. or education in the best sense.

THE GAGE OO.'S NEW BUILDINGS.

T HE expansion of the publishing, book
and stationery industry in Canada is

indicated by the enlargement, refitting and
rebuilding of The W. J. Gage & Co.,
Limnited's warehouse, on Front street, To-
ronto. The changes 'now in progress will
more than double the space and capacity of
the manufacturing and selling facilities of
t he company. Having acquired the ware-
bouse next door, formerly occupied by
Messrs. Nelson, the Gage Co. is building an
extension back ta Piper street. The rest of
the establishment is being thoroughly re-
arranged and refitted, and the company be-
lieves it wvilI have the most extensive and
complete book and stationery nianufactory
and warehouse in the country. The coin-
pany's customers wvill be interestcd in a
brief description of the improvements, which
the managers courteously allowed BOOK-
SELLER ANDi STATIONER ta make.

When ail arrangements are concluded,
the flrst floor wiIl be given over to the
saniple raomr and the public offices, with
Mr. Gundy's private office. A newv stair-
case, on the wvcst sîde, will lead up ta the
stationery department on the second floor.
A door will communîcate with the book
departmnent, alongside, in front of which,
wilI be the private offices, those af
Mvr. Gage and Mr. Spence. Above
the book departmcnt wilI be the envelope
factary, and next it the flat wvriting papers
and envelope stock. On the fourth floor
will be, as before. the bindery, which is
being extended back ta the newly acquired
building on Piper street. On the fourth
floor af the new Front street warehouse the
paper for manufacturing purposes is kcpt,
ivhile the publishing of school books is
carried an in the Piper street building.
Next ta this, on the samne street, is being
erected an entirely ncw building, in wvhich
wilI be the press rooni and printing mna-
chinery (the company do no job work).
Electricity provides power for the whole
establishment. In the large basenient are
stored many tons of paper, including that
made in the Royal Milîs.

The sbipping-room is being extended and
a mTire canvenient arrangement in this
respect made. In fact, the whole establish-
nient is beîng equipped and remodcled in a
systematic and complete nianner. In point
ai light, space and facilities the new build-
ings willIclave little ta bc desired.

IMPORTING U.S. REPRINTS ILLEGALLY.
THE PRAOTIOE SAID TO BE PREVALENT AT SEVERiAL CANADIAN POINTS

JUST NOW.
I300KS IVIICII ARE NOIV INVADING CANADIAN COPYRIGIITS-TIIE CUS5TOMS OFFICIALS

NOT VEitY ACTIVE-TaiE POSITIONS OF TIIE PIJBLISIIERS AND TIIE BOOKSELLEiS.

T H-ERE is reasn ta believe that theimportation ai Unitedi States reprints
ai Canadian copyright books is on the in-
crease. In cities and tawns which are near
the United States border the practice-is said
ta be prevalent, and some cases are alrcady
being investigated by the Customs authori-
tics. The awners of Canadian copyrights
are flot usually vcry insistent on their rights
in this matter, whcre anly anc or two copies
have been brought in inadvertently by a
bookselier, and whcrc the local Customs
authority is flot wvell posted on the list ai
prohibited imports. Aithaugh, even in these
cases, an injustice exists, it is anly where
large numbers ai copies of reprints are sys-
tematically brought in by dealers who seeni
ta ignare the question ai right, or the legality
of the practice that protests are made.
There are three différent classes or interests
that play a part in, or arc affccted by this
tiniair importation.

First, there is the position ai the Custoins
authorities. If the local afficiais are ignor-
ant ai wvhat books are copyright they ought
ta be instructed. If the books are being
smuggled, then the law should be eniorccd,
and affenders prosecuCed. The tariff Act
is plain, and heavy penalties arc. imposcd
for infraction. The central Customs authori-
tics at Ottawa sbould be alert ta give effect
ta the law which thcy are bound ta eniorce
and administer. The violations nowv gaing
on canstitute a genuine grievance, and, ex-
cept a: a few ports, anc would suppose there
was no supervision ai book importing at ali.
Amang thc works, unauthorized editions ai
which have been largcly selling in certain
parts af Canada for same time past, are re-
parted ta be IlQuo Vadis,- Tennyson's
Poems, IlBeside the Bannie Brier Bush,"

-The Standard Bearer," several ai G. A.
Henty's books, and a number of others.
The Customis officiais ought, in cammon
fairncss, ta do their duty.

Secondly, there is the case ai the Cana-
dian publishers or awners ai copyrights.
These people buy the right ta the Canadian
market in good iaith. The Canadian mar-
ket is not large. and there is no protection
against English editians, anly United States
reprints. If the latter are not excluded,
the publishcr's interest is scriously invaded.
The publishers are getting out creditable
editions. They give a good deal ai ivork ta
Can*adian workmen, and, as the book maarket
expands the printing and bookbindi ng trades
nîay become very prasperaus. The present
copyright law is defective enough as it

stands, without allowlng infractions ai it.
Bath politicat parties at Ottawa agrcc that1
if an agrement can be niade wvith the Im-
perial authorities, a new Act should be
passcd. The Canadian publishing industry,
therciore, is in no very advantageous posi-
tion and ought ta have whatever advantage
exists under the prescrnt lawv.

Lastly, the bookseller or dealer is con-
cerned in this tratter. It is a seriaus affair
for him, since even if the local Customs bouse
allaws the entry ai the volumes, through
ignorance, that does not relieve the dealer
of responsibility for importing thein. He is
liable ta a fine ranging frant $20 ta

$200. Then there is the unfairness af
the practice. When the farbidden United
States reprint is brought in, the awner
ai the Canadian copyright loses. the
sale af bis edition and is robbed ta
that extent. If the reprint is also a piratcd
edition the authar is rabbed as well. It is
nat just ta expect the publisher ta refrain,
through generasity, irai prasecuting atTend-
crs who may happen ta be purchasers ai
bis other books, because that is very like
picking a fricnd's pocket and trusting ta his
fricndship ta wvard off seriaus consequences.
The booksellers, as a body, are not ungen-
craus men, and surely, it is unnecessary ta
rcmind thum that if they are not willing ta
sec others' rights protected, how can they
expect their awn rights, as citizens, or mer-
chants, ta be guardcd ? One af the crying
evils ai the day in business, in ordinary
affairs, in almost ait relations ai lle, is the
selfishness which wants ane's awn rights
guardcd. but doesn't care a fig for the ather
mian's. Haw an earth is anc clemnent in a
community ta obtain common acceptance of
its just dlaims if this clenient will nat be
equally anxiaus that the rights ai other ele-
ments are secured ?

In this question ai copyright, sane dealer
may say : " Oh, copyright is a nuisance
anyway; why shouldn't I import any book
I like ?" For the simple reason that other
people have legal rights which interfere with
this ireedam. Put the boot an thc ather
Ieg. Supposing an organized effort wcre
nmade ta da away with the retail trade ai the
Canadian bookscllers. Would flot t
trade appeal ta the public? Is it not now,
as otiier retail trades are daing, appealing ta
the State for lcgislatiaa against the unfair
camp etitian ai department stores? It is
prabably only necessary ta put the matter
squarcly before the book trade and the
Customs ta have the grievancc removcd.
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