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SABBATH SCHOOLS,—REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF PRESBYTERY
OF HAMILTON.

The Presbytery’s committee on Sabbath Schools, beg leave to present the
following teport, in ad-ition to what was stated at last meeting of Presbytery.
After some delay, which your committee deeply regretted, copies of the series
of Sabbath School lessons recommended, were procured and forwarded to cach
of the congregations, within the bounds of the Presbytery, and there is reason
to believe that they are now in use, in all the schools. As formerly stated,
your committee addressed to the superintendent of each school a series of
questiviis, and reguestel the answers to be returnad befure the lirst day of the
prescut month. It is a matter of regret and disappuintment to the committee
that only hfteen of the congregations have sent in reports of the schivols con-
nected with them.  The reports received, however, are generally full, and highly
satisfuctory, a minute abstract of the whole is appended to this report.  The
number of pupils enrolled 18 1,654, average attendance 1,140, —number of
teachers 100 males and 110 females, total 210, average attendance 187,—
number of volumes in libraries 4,703, —amount of collections for missions in
seven schools %258 —about one half of the schools are held in the worning, the
other half in theafternoon.  Hymns are used in all the schools except two.  The
committee desire to direct the attention of the Presbytery to the following facts
clicited by tlic reports. Thatin most of the schools some persons arc employed
as teachiers, who are not members of the church,—that in many cases the
teachers have no stated meetings,—aud that in about one half of the schools
no collectivus whatever are made.  They note also, with grawful sati-faction,
the large average attendance of the children, and the marked regularity, on the
part of the teachers—absence in their case, being only one in ten The reports
speak also very encouragingly of the condition and prospects of the ~chivols,
and in many of them mention is made of a number of the schools having been
admitted to the fellowship of the church, during the past year.  In someof the
schouly large infant classes are taught with most gratifying success.  On the
whole, your committee regard the reports received, as furnishing good grounds
alike for gratitude and hope, and they cannot refrain from again expressing
their regret that all the congregations, did not see it to be their duty Lo send
the required returns, as in that case the mformation would have been more
complete and would have formed a broader basis for future plans, and efforts.

Your committee would respectfully suggest, that the Presbytery strongly
recommiend, that in all the schools connected with the congregations under its
care, collectinns be made every Sabbath for missionary purposes, as it is of
highest nuportance that our chiklren Ve taught the duty, and trained ia the
habit of giving for religious objects,—and that, wherever practicable, teachers’
meetings be regularly held for prayer ard preparation of the lessons.  Such
meetings have generally been found to have the effect of uniting the teachers
in their work, and of increasing the interest and efticiency of the schools.  They
thiuk it alsu desirable that the Presbytery sech, through the Synod's committee
on Sabbath Schools, to urge upon the Synod the propriety of sanctioning and
recomtuending some suitable hymn-book, for use n our Sabbath Schiouls.
Your comnuttee deem it dutiful to state, that in January last, a Sabbath School
convention, cunposed of the funds of Sabbath Schools, inthe counties of Lincoln
aund Wlland, was held in St Catharines The exercises were Loth interesting
and profitable, and, in the opinion of scveral maubers of the Presbytory who
were prescut, and whe live iu that locality, have exerted a happy intluence
upon the Salbath Sehools thore,—such medtings elsewhare have often been
productive of great good.

Your committee feel assured that the interest which the Presbytery has
already tahen i the Sabbath Schools, has done much to cheer the hearts of



