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whom were subscquently cut off by putrid fever, cansed by
the dreadful efffuvia and corruption of the nir. DBut thero
have bren parllels to such cnses'even in ourown day, Need
wo refer to what occurred on hoand the Irish Steamer Lon.
donderry, on the night of the first December, 1848, when of
150 pnssengers, crowded togethier in.n narrow cabin, on ne-
count of the stormy nature of tho weather, not fower than 70
were suffoeated before morning.

Bt it is time, and moro than time, that wo apply the Gre-
going remarks to our subject,—that {s, fo tho proper ventila-
tion of school-houses, and nced wo sny that the great majority
of our school-houses are miserably defectivo in this respeet 3
that neither in their original design, nor in their uxeention, has
thero been tho smallest provision made for their ventilation.
And tho result is but too apparent in the hard-carned oxperi-
ence, physical and mental, of both tenchers aud scholars,—
Contrast, fo: example, the conduct of the ehildren in necrowds
ed school-room during the former nnd latter parts of the fore-
noun session, or still moro during the forenoon as compared

reason why the henlth of cither teacher or pupils should
sooner fail in A well regulated school, taught in a house pro-
perly constructed and suitably ventilated, than in any other
businese,  The evil in question can nt once ba removed by
the application of a suitable remedy,

Need wo speak of the effects of such sehool-houses on the
tempers und dispositions of teachor and scholara, This dis-
closes tho truo cause why so many teachere, who aro justly
contidered both plensant and aminblo in the ordinary domes-
tic and socinl relations, are obhoxious in the school-room, being
there habitually sour and fretful.  This, too, explains why
children that are miniablo at home are mischiovous i school,
and why those that are troublesome at home aro frequently
well-nigh uncontrollable in school,  To what is all (his
sonredness and irritability of temperto botraced?  Tho grand
and influcntinl tmeo is badly ventilated school-housee.—~Or,
again, need wo speak of tho effects of this atate of things on
the intellectun! progress nnd mornl well-being of the scholars,

or on the success of the most painstaking and_enthuelinein
2 e ane tathnviry vt ‘Cumvo un-thid subject,

with the afternoon diet. At first all is attentian and st

gy and propte behinviour,  Gradually and impereeptibly, alan-

gour, n lstlessness, ani indetivity and an inattention, steal over
them ; all this is followed by nn uttor indifferenco to, Leeause
disqualification for, study. And this agiin takes vent in mis-
chievous plottings and pranks,ns the only alternative of the evers
active children. The teacher, ignorant, it mny be, of the cause,
and ascribing the whole of this conduct to mental or mornlstupi-
dity and indilfereuce, is all the while incrensing in his own
slowncas and fretfulness, being under the influence of the snme
hallucination ; till at length ho, can hardly look with complai-
gance ovan upon good behiaviour, and in his peevishness is dis-
posed to magnify the most trifling departure from the rules of
proprioty. o scolds, ho threatens, hie dengoons, o flogs, but:
all to no purposs ; for the atmosphiere which both scholurs and
tencher are Inhaling, is 6ecoming mare and wmore vitiated,
increasing “t» yawning and trickery of the one, and the irri-
tability and despotism of the other,  And (his repeated day
after doy, and weck after week, what is the result? ‘The
scholars are becowing continually more ungovernable and the
teacher more unflt to govern, or, if government is maintained
at all, it becomes the ¢nd instead of the means, and the real
work of education occupies but a subordinate position. Now,
need we depict the saddening and tho desolating cffects of this
state of things upon the schiolars and the teachess ; all the worse
beeauso the change in the atinosphere from purity to impuri-
ty, from a healthful to an infectious state, is not sudden, but
gradual, is not palpable at once, but creeps on jnperceptibly.
Need we speak of these effects in so far as the bodies of the
scholars and terchem are concerned.  There are many child-
ren whose health is sufficient to enable them fo engage in
othgr pursuits, but wio.are cither unabld to attend school at
all, or.avho:become unable so soon as they-begin to attend, or,
ifthey do persevero-in their attendance, are subjected to head-
aches, faintings and the like—all tracenble to the causes above
mentioned.  Thus are abundantly sown in carly life the fruit-
ful eceds of diseaso and premature death. Al this, too, ex-
plning why the business of teaching has acquired, and justly
too, th reputation of being.unhealthy,—atd why we find so
many efficient teachers disabled and lnid on the shelf before
they have renched the meridian of their days, and others re-
tiring in fear and alarm after they have been engaged buta
few weeks or months at the ‘work. There i3, bowever, no

than whom there is not a higher authority in tho whole mngs
of animal physiology: “It i3 now many yenrs since, on the
occasion of a visit to one of the classes of n great public eemi-
nary, my nttention was fiest strongly attracted to the injucy
resulting to tho mental and bedily functions from the inhala.
tion of impure air.  Abo.t 150 boys were nssembled in one
large room, whero they hnd been nlveady confined nearly an

‘hour and a hinlf when X entered. The windows were parily

opened 3 but, notwithstanding this, the change from the frosh:
ntmosphero outside to the close contaminated nir within, was
exceedingly obvious, and, most certainly, was not without its
cffect on the mental fucultics, nccompanied ns it was by a sen~
satlon-of fulness in tho forchead and slight headache, Tho
boys with every motive to activity that an oxecllent .system
and an enthusiastic teacher could bestow, presented an aspect
of wearincss and listlessuess, which the mental stimulus they
were under could not overcome.”  And if such were tho ef
feeta on the mental energics in a comparatively comfortablo
schocl, such ns the one here spoken of, and in an hour and a
half after the business of the day had begun, what must it be
in this Provinco with too many of our schools! ‘The puplls
may attend, and the teacher may carry on his operations for
five or six hours every day, but, in so fur nx any real work is
concerned, as much may bo done, and that fur more perfeetly,
in one half; nye, in-onc third of the time, and that too without
nny physical or moral injury.  And what doca all this demon.
strate?  Cleatly and distinctly that two-thirds of the time of
both pupila and scholars are lost, and worse than lost.  Would
that parents and trustees could be brought to consider this
matter ps.they oughtl Would that they saw and lhorougmy
believed that infinitely the most economicnl school-houses aro
those-which make the best provision for & due supply of ate
mospheric air, whatever be the original cost! :
And this brings us to speak of the provision requisite for
this end, and what docs that provision consist of ? It consists
of two things—1st. Zkhat the school-room be of sufficient si'ze
Jor the children likely to occupy it, and, secondly, that due pro-
vision b8 made for thorough ventilation. And what, it thay
be asked, should be the accommodation provided for ench scho-
lar?  Generally, we reply, that the room should be capacious
cnough to prevent the air becoming offensive and poisonous
in the course of one session.  But, more particularly, 150 cu-
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