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ages before Adam. It 1s also related of Hippocrates, that being
called upon to cure 1 of dness, found him dis-
secting ammals 1 order to dnscovcr the causes of dxsmscs of the
lungs, upon which the learned doctor reported him not only w his
senses but the wisest of men.

Success, however, lollowed far m the rear, and but poorly re-
warded the faithful laborer ; for we find a Pupil of the really learned

Pythag: describing resy from a very limited knowledge of
the facts-  “As soon,” says he, “a  the humidity, of which
there is great store in the first ion begins to be diminished, the

an, (insmuating itself between the pores of the body) succeeds it ;
after that the natural heat by its tendeney to make its escape, drives
the air out, and when this naturrl heat enters the body again, the air
tollows 1t afresh, the former of these actions is called wspiration, the
latter exy (jum)n) A“vu\ h jing the inereased knowledge
given us by ¥ and pi: in a popular
sense, (,onsumpuon 1s considered a disease solely of the lungs, and
so has been from the very carhest records, till within the last few
years, nor 1s 1t yet satsfactorly explained why the tubercular deposit
almost smvanably finds ats resting place i the parenchyma or sponge-
ke substance of the lungs. The different varietics of the old writers
having passed away—I need not allude to them-—for since the period
of the distinguished introd of Steth py, Laennec, pathologists
have {,u\ar\lly admitted but one species of phthisis, the tubercular,
and have considered that the existence of tbercles of the langs con-
stitutes the proper character of the discase, though Dr Dunglison
thinks 1t may be well to wclude under the term, all those forms of
disease of the lungs which arise from the formation of tuberculous
mauer, or of deposition and indurations, which are allied to it, in the
substance of the lungs.

Wherever tubercle 1s found it 1s 1n a solid state and consists of
about 98 parts of annnal and 1wo of salne matter, compnsing chloride
of sodium and phosphate and carbonate of lime.  Some of them;
however, almest entirely calearcous, consisting, wccording 1o the ana
Iysis of Dr. Marshall Hall, of only three parts ammal and nincty-
seven of saline, mostly phosphate of hune with some carhonate of
lime and- carbonate of magnesia.  There can be no doubt that tuber-
culous matter as 1t escapes from the blood 15 mnore soft and fluid than
as genezally found, and while in this state capable of being acted
upon by the absorbents, and affected by the medical properties of
lodine, Bromine and' Mercury.




