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ages before Aiam. It as also related of H-ippocrates, that leing
called ipon to cure Demetrts of supposed madness, found him dis-
secting aimais ta order to iscover the causes of diseases of the
lungs, upon wiitc the learned doctor reported him not only m his
senses but the visest of tien.

Suiccess, however, followed far im tlte rear, and luit poorly te-
wearded the fatilifitil laborer ; for we findl a Pupil of the reailly learned
P'ythagnas descring respiration from a very limiteci know'Iedige of
the facis- "As soon," says lie, "a the humidity, of which
there is great store in the first formation begns to be diminisied, the
air, (insnuating itself between the pores of the body) succeeds it;
afiter that the nattrai hieat by lis tendency to make its escape, drives
the air out, and vien this natural hear enters the bodi n, t"'lttlhe air
tollowes I afresh , lte former of these actions is calledl mispiration, the
latter expiration, (Jtinty.) Notwithstanding the iscreased knoiledge
given uis by listologist, chemists and nuteroscopists, in a popular
sense, Consumption as considered a disease soleiy of the lings, and
so has been from the very carbiest records, till within the last few
years, ntor is it yet satisfactorty explained w-hv the tubercular deposit
almost mt-ariably (itds lis restng place ii the parenchyna or sponge-
ike substance of tlie ings. The different varieties ofthe old writers
having passed atway-1 need not allude ta tietn-for since the period
of the distinguished introducer of Stetioscopty, Lieannce, pathologists
have generally adiitted but one species of plthtisis, the tubercular,
and have considered liat the e.istence of tubercles of the bamgs con-
stitutes the proper character of the disease, though Dr Dtnglisoi
thinks it mîay lie well to meilude lamder the teri, all those formis of
disease of the ling-s which arise from the foriation of tuberculous
matter, or of deposition and indurations, wvhich are allied to it, in the
substance of the ligs.

WVherecer tubercle is found i as n a soltd state and consists of
.about 98 parts of aimal and iswo of sathne niatter, comprtstng chloride
of sodliuti and phosphate and carbonate of lime. Somue of ltem
however, almost entirely calcareous, constitg, according to the an
lysis of Dr. Marshall Hall, of oanly three parts animal and ninety-
seven of saline, mostly phosphate of lime Nith some carbonate o
lime and-carbonate of meagnesia. There can be no doubi that tuber.
culous matter as it escaptes from the b)lood as ncre soft and tluid than
as generally found, and iiile n this state capable of being acted
upon by the absorbeis, and afTected by the medical properties of
lodinte, Bromine and Mercury.


