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uinately constitutedi of inorganic elements, which arc consequently
subject to chemical laws, and we know that chemical laws or forces
cannot operate so as to impart life to the kind of niatter over which tlcy
preside; we must therefore look for aiunother power or force which viil
serve to originate and naintaii vifalty in ritter io callei organized,
and it is to this pover ttat -we give the nm of *rganizing agency,
which we believe is imîparted to iunorganic matter so soon as it cones mn
contact with an organized body to which it bears a relation. It gives
to that matter the power: Ist, of becoming organizedi ; nd, of being or
remaining in a state of organizatioi, and, 3rd, of acting the part of an
organizing agent in the conversion ut inatter to organization similar to
that of itself. Viewing organized mnatter iii titis liglt, we perceive that
there are two distinct classes of agencies or powers operating tpon it,
viz., the organizing agency on the onie hand, and the cliemical forces on
the other-the brner serving to muaintain the condition of organization,
while the latter, un the eontrary, operates powerfully tu reduce or bring
back the organized matter into its prîniîtivu state of inorganization.
These two powers, therefore, act antagmunstically in relation to each
other, and it is to titis reciptocal o. stiiiiilts-as a result of these powers
acting ont matter in opposition .U one another-that the pienomenon of
perpettual motion is mauifested in it. As a result also of these operating
powers, we observe the plenomncmou of constant mnotion accompaniied
by incessant changes, which iii fact, constitute the individual processes
of formation, growth and decay.

The organizing agency, of whieh we have spoken, extends its actu-
ating power to ail kinds of iîatter whichî is organized and cannot serve
to specialize the difference in the nature and qualities of the various
textures. Every organized texture which exists in a living body must
be possessed of distinct properties of its ovn to distinguish its species
from that of anothjer. These properties nay be termied specifie, as
beig limited to the kind of matter which possesses ihen and as acting
upon it alone, so as to preserve its original nature and qualities distinct.

Keeping these detail.s in view, we observe a wide line of demarca-
Lion between the two great kingdoms of nature, and yet a raarked ana-
logy, both in the phenomena of their respective actions and in the
general and special agencies which guide, actuate and govern them, as
separate systems. It is by thus contrasting their nature and operating
agencies, that we can obtain a clear knowledge of the nature of organic
life, or life as exhibited in an organized body ; and from what has been
considered, it may be safely inferred that life, in the acceptation of the
term as applied to an organized body, is the manifestation of activity in


