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a mind of the depthi and exactitude of that possessed by school-days are over. Every mind whio tries to snatch
the famous chronologer Mr. Blair, who, in his famous a few hours for culture from the busy routine of life
work, describes Adam anid Eve as Il created Fridav, weil known howv easy appears the task of learning after
October 28th, B. c. 4001'*. But naines are iiot the whole school days are past, and lîow difficuit.-iiay. hov
of science. Naines are to know things bv, and it 50 impossibl)l-ifl many cases such an untdertakiÎng will
happens that scientific naines enable us flot merely to prove. Thewolls in truth Il too much with u ls
know (.lhe objects they describe, but also give us a vast after school days, to make learning an easy maLter
deal of informiation packed int hie smdllest possible and it is only ilu the time of youth, wlien thi faculties
compass regarding such objeets. An i when persons are bright, and accustoin to overtake and surmotni
obje-ct to study science because of their non-familiarity difficulties in learuing, th'at any study cati as a rifle be
with its terins, the manî of science might reasonably successfully acquired. Besides, illie very training of'
expect such ohjectors to refuse to, study Germnan hecause the mind involved in the study of science is too valunable
the type difl'ers from oui, Eniglishi style, and because a resuit to bC, lost si-lit of, anti too powerfutl an
German phraseology is of singular, and, to one uinac- argument in favour of science being studied in vouth
quainted withi the laÏnguage, of uncoutb nature. Tiiere to bb omitted. There are, 1 amn sure, rnany persons

s no royal road to science any more than there is an hearing these words who will re-echo their purport ini
easy pathvay te arquirea foreign Iangîiage in a truc or an expression of regret that their schoot-days may not,
grammatical fashioti. But as the ditlit'utties of ortho come-again, or thiat tirne and epportnnity rnay flot once
graphy are lessened. and disappt-'ai-wheîîLthe rudimentsi more present bhemselves foi- arquiringr a betcî aîîd
<f the grammar have beeýn thoroughly acquired, so in1 fuller kowledge of blîis fair world. Carlyle spcaks

scienlce, whien, through deînotistration anid skilful, with re-gret of the' absenîce of ail iiattrai history ktiow%-
teaching fhe pu pil hias learned te use eyes and fingers,' ledge from his school days, and the want of such know-
the so-called 1- barbarisîis" c' f scientific l;inguage ne, ledge represents in truth a gap in the inteilectual life
longer represent 1- a conîfusion of tonues, but appear wvhich nothing else-not even the highest liberary
as veritable aids to thie clear and sucoiiîct expression of culture-can fill. Uîilcss, then, yen vill hold that it
our thouights. is bo-tter to reniain whiolly ignorant of nabr,-unless

Beyond ail scieiitifi(- rneibods, howtlvei-, there is the yoti will maintain that you înay vcry reasonably foel
hig.ht-st delight obei fouiîd in the direct stuidy of nature, less cni'iosity about its living and wonders than yen
suCh as a true systeni of science-teaching exeinplifies. .do about the ordiuiary concertis (of lif.,--tmîless human
Th e c areluss, uusi.killed visitor to a gardven is sooni nature, wvilL ail iLs faults, is nmuch worse than 1 take iL
satiated with the beanty arotind liiîî, anîd specdily te be,-you will heartily respond to the eail I mnake
wvearivs of the continîuai feast which nature is present- upen you as parents and gîîardians te see that your
iîîg to every sense. He secs inserts buzzing ab'out, boys and gir.ls are trained, as they sholuld be, in tbe,
prying wiihecurions juntent into flowers, and searching study of nature, and the universe and ils constitution.
as if foi- somre concealed floral treasurmes, %vithout ini the I claini no great gift of foresighit or pi'ophecy ; but 1
least degree appreciaiig Lhe ends of heir seareli. The have no hesitation ini declaring my belief that, ten
colouirs of flowers possess for liiiii no nvýaninig deeper years lience, a school without science will represent flic
than that of ministering Lo sense, or of liaving been condition of a certain primitive village I have -1 in rnv
procluced aiinlessly and in ;a meaningless mann-7r. But mind's cye,"whierein a week's old iiespaper is Lhoughtà
te the mid which has c-bme prepared Dy previeus to contain the very latest intelligence, aud whierein the
knowledge to understamîd, and throughi understancling eldesb inhai-,bitant edeclares that ho event cf public
te emjoy, bile prospect set befoi'e it, how diflferent does importance baîs occurred since tht- battie of Waterloo.
Lliat. prospect appeai' ! The insects are seente visit the If one couid only remeruber ail that one thought about
fiowers, attracted b thie floral odomîrs, and foir the in the train, my remarkis would have a much buttter
purIpISe of di-scussitig the stores cf sweets whichi the chance of successfully appealing te you in the cause of
lowers secreLe ; aud the botanisb wonld show us that, a reasoiîable sciienie cf education. Bull m nalie bold te

as bbc insect leaves bhe flowcr, it carnies off' with uit te bthink that, ini some bhings I have elicited your sNmp-
another flowcx' the pnllen or, maLter wherewith te ferti-' thy and approval. And if, in any eue point, I'have
lise the ýeeds cf bthe latter'. Nature bhus empîcys tbc succeeded ini inducing a belief in the power of science
insects as unconscicus flower-fertiliscrs, and thecolour, net only te educate, but te supplemeut other branches
scem't, and sweets cf flowers exist for ilhe purpose cf cf education, I shail feel tbat my labour lias assuredîv
attracting these litile ministeî's of the floî'al state.I fot been iin vain.
And wei'e cur knowledge mnore perfect, wve slîeuld bc
able te show that each coinbination cf coloun liowers
is destined te serve the end just mentioned in the bosb
possible manner. Then, aise, the eye cf the bobanisb plig61 eoml
secs ini every gr'een leaf a great 'provision cf natur'e for pIIg Reon.
the purification cf our atmosphere. But for Ithe presence To speli Nvcll bas bitherto been considered Lo be one
of the green colon ring maLter, oui' abnosphiere would cf the primary marks cf an educated manu. ThaL the
become a huge stagnant pond cf deadly vapeur, and art is net really difficuit cf acquirement is preved by
animal life at lairge %vould simpiy become extiîuct. The bbe fact that iL is very gcneraily acquired, and that
discevéry cfp urpose and designi subscrved by structures most men would as soon think cf cenfessing to a weak-
teeming wit hbeauty and grace, and a sense cf bbe ness in this respect as cf acknowicdgîng a diffidence as
highestenj'oyment in knowmng and understandiiug even te the îreper use of the aspiratc. It %vould, cf course,
a part cf Mbe order cf nature-stich ai'e by ne menus be absurd te deny that oui' acceptcd systemi of speliing
the least notable amongst many~ other resuits cf a simuple is fuîll cf anomalies and absurdities, but if wve are te set
sLudy cf Naturall Scienîce, sucli as ail nuay tundertake, ourselves Le the imînediate redi'ess cf ail anomalies and
and fur bbc due acquii'emernt of whicb there is, cr absurdities in our pmacticai life, we' shahl find ounmselves
should be every oppertiiiity at schooi. committcd ail at once to a variety cf irýportant changes

I think 1 [ may perchance hear some cf my young which will sufficc te put thc question of Spellin g Reform
Srienids sayi ng, that sncb studies might bc left until eut cf sight for a generatien or two at least, I t is weil
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