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ARE YOU JUSTIFIED?

BY THE RiGHr REv. J. C. RYLE, D.D.. LORrD
flîsHoi, 0F LIVERPOOL

EADER, the question before youi eyes is one of
the utrnost importance. It lies nt the root of

ail pence and happiness in religion. You have proba-
bly beard that a true Christian has pence with God.
But do you know the founitain from w~hich that pence
sprirsgs? Do you understand the reason wby a true
Christian feels that hie and God are friends? L~et
me try ta unfold the matter ta you. Believe me, it
deserves your best attention.

The peace of the truc Christian arises from bis
justification before God. It is flot a vague, dreamy
feeling, without reason and fcundation. He can show
cause for it. He builds upon solid ground. He has
pence witb God, because he is jistifîed. N{e is
reckconed rigbteous in God's sight. His sins are noa
longer imnputed ta him, but laid on Christ. Christ's
perfect rigbteousncss is laid on him, and covers him
from bead ta foot. Being justifled by faith, be bas
pence with God through aur Lord Jesus Christ.

Wjtbout ihis justification it is impossible ta have
real peace. Conscience forbids it. Sin is a mioun-
tain between a man and God, and must be taken
away. The sense of guilt lies heavy an the heart,
and must be removed. Unpardoncd sîn will murder
pence. Trhe truc Christian knows nil this well. H is
pence arises from a cansciousness of bis sins being
forgiven for Christ's sake, and bis guilt being cleansed
away by CbrisVs biood. His bouse is flot bult an
sandy ground. His well is flot a broken cistern,
.vhich can bold no i-a ter. He bas pence with God,
because hie is justifled.

He i:; justifled hy fairli in Christ, and bis sins are
frie.However many, and however grent tbey

are cleansed auay, pardoned, and WipCd out. They
a-e blotted out of the bokl of God's remenîbrance.
They are sunl, inta the deptbs of the sea. Tbey ire
cast behind God's back. They arc searched for nnd
flot found. They are remembered fia more. Though
they may bave been like scarlet, they are become
whbite as snow. Tbough tbey niay have been red like
crimsan, tbey are as wool. And sa hie bas pence,
b--ing justifled.

Hle is justifled-by faith in Christ, and coznied rkld-
caris in God's sigbt The F-ather secs no spot in bini,
and re'-kans him innocent. He is clotbed in a robe
of perfect rigbteousness, and nîay st dawn by the side
of angeis ivithout fieing ashamed. The holy liw of
God, wbich touches the thaugbts and intents of nien's
bearts, cann&t candemn bim. The devil, the accuser
of the bretbren, can, lay nathing ta his charge ta pre-

v'ent bis full acquittal. Christ intercedes for him,
and so bie lias pence, being justified.

Is hoe fot naturally a poor, weak, erring, defective
siniper? Hc is. None knows that better than hie
docs himself. But natwitbstanding this, bc is reck-
oned comiplete, perfect, and fauitless before Cod.
Christ bas sufii.red for him, and sa lie is justified.

Is bie flot naturally n ddietrl lHe is. None feels
that more deepiy than bie does himsel. ile owes
ten tbousnnd talents, and bas notbing of bis own ta
pay. But his dcbts are ail paid, settled, and crossed
out forever. Christ bas paid bis debts, and so hie is
justifled.

Is hie flot naturaily liable ta the curse of a broZ-tn
lau'? He is. None wouid conffss that more readiiy
than hie would hiinself. But the dcmands of the law
have been fu]ly satisfied,-tbe dlaims of justice bave
been met ta the iast tittle. Christ bas redeemed him
from the curse of the law. Christ is the end of the
law ta every anc that believetb. He believes, and sa
he is justifled.

Does bie fiat naturally deserve punishnieni? He
does. None wouid acknowiedge that more fuliy than
bie would bimself. But the punisbment bas been
borne. The wrath of God against sin bas been made
manifest. X'et bie bas escaped. The F-ather bas
laid on Christ bis iniquity, and sa bie is justified.

Render, do you know anything of ail this? Are
you justifled ? Do you feel as if you wvere pardaned,
forgiven, and acceptcd before God ? Can you draw
near ta him ivitb boldness, and say, "Thou art my
Father and my F7riefid, and I am tby reconciied
chiid?" Oh ! believe me, you will never taste truc
pence until you are justifled.

Wbere arc your sins? Are tbey removed and
takzen away froin off your soul? Have tbey been
reckaoned for, and accounted for, in G.od's presence?
Oh! be very bure these questions are of the most
solemn importance. A pence of conscience flot built
on justification, is a perilous dream. From sucb a
pence the Lard deliver you!

Render, once more I ask, you the question, are
yau justified ? You uili riat wander that I cali it a
question of the utmost importance. You will flot
wonder that 1 earnestly press it an your attention.
Sit dawn tbis day, and consider seriously «vhat answcr
you can give. Time flics. Life is ur-ertain. Death
Nviil corne, judgmint ii sure. Christ N..tits ta recuive
and justify you, but He will not w-ait forcvcr. Rea-dcr,
are au justificd? Awake! Run'ent I felieve! You
ma) be justifled this veiy day.

Ain bour last in the morning af a short day is a
great loss ; such is tbe loss of youtb.


