
the utmost confusion. The sudden ter-
ulination, of the stri fe averted, orant Icat
dlininished, the rc*milts of a mnore pro-
tracteid and bloody conilict, but it
neceasarily Ieft everything in an un-
settled ci. -idition. Morcovor, scarcely
Liad the troops returned froas the front
until a scourgo of sineli-pox swept over
the country. clainiing hundreds as iLs
victinis. Stili later la grippe visited the
repnblic withi fatal effect in very many
instances. Happily Our nxissionaries
NYere mercifully preservedl in the xidfst
of the excitenient of the war and froni
the pestilence whîch walketh in dark-
-ness. Naturally enough, however, thie
niission--work suffered severely, so tliat
the progress during the year lias fallen
short of wbat otberwise miglit have
been tealized."

WE5ST NIS

A name given by Columbus, and
standing for what a world of tragedy, of
depravity, and of shame! " lFroin the
second visit of Columbus until the pres.
eut century these islands bave licen tho
scene of sorrow and oppression. Thecir
waters bave been dyea wvith human
blood. . . . Piraoy wvas rife, ana the
commerce of E urope suffcrcil frein flie
marauding buccaneers wbo sinartedl
from the 'vrongs they suff erea ana re-
taliatcd on the innocent as well as the
guilty. The slave-trade hnd its origin
bore, and the hardly iess cruel impor-
tation o! coolies liasle! tits curse. For
ycars these islauds 'vero England's
penal colonies. luto this moral sewer
'vas swept the refuse of Europe. 18 it
strange, thon, that those landis shonld
hive been snnk in the lowest depths of
sin and dogmidation ?"

The total area of the West Indies is
not fer from 100,000 rquare miles, and
the inhbaLts nuruber betwetn 5,000,-
000 and 6,000,0W0. 'Varions Eurnpean
ntions have parcelledl out the i';landls

aiuoug theniselves. Only Hayti is in-.
dependent, with is 29.000 squarne ml.
nd 1,150,000 iuliabitants. Spain ps

spzss%îCuba and Porto ILico, 'vitliaui area
o! 50,000 squlare mniles and a population

of 2,276,000 ; Great lîritaiu claims own-
ership in Jamaica, the liahias. Barba-
dos, etc., «%Vith 12,000 square miles aud
1,213,000 inhabitazits ; Franco is mas-
ter of Guadaloupe, Martinique, etc.,
with 1100 square miles and 32,000 in-
habitants ; the Netlierlands of four
islands, 'vitli 434 square miles aud 45,-
000 :inhabitauts, and Lenmark of St.
Thomas, Sauta Cruz, etc., with 223
square miles and 34,000 inhabitants.

The original Indian inhabitants bave
entirely disappeared. For ycars they
were enslaved and sbipped over seas by
their Spanish masters, and then, rising
against the oppressors, 'vore annihi-
lated.' In Hayti alone 2,00p,000
aborigines were found, but in ftl-y eurs
scarcely one 'vas lef t alive. Then-Negr.o
slaves began to, le irnported in their
place, the Portuguese setting the nefari-
ous exemple, and thon later every na-
tion possessing colonies ini the islands
shared in the itiiquity te, the full. IL is
estintedl tiat te Jarnaxca loue betwcon
1700 and 1786 flot less than 600,000
African bondinen wvere brouglit. The
Negroos now far outumiber the ivhites.
Ilindoos ana Chinese (coolies) aiso cou-
stitute ne inconsidereble part of the
population.

The Moravians wero the first to carry
thec Gospel of ]l',It ana hope te this
inost degraded and vretchedl people.
And te the WVest Indies 'vent, in 11,32,
the first lieralàs of the cross ever dis.
petched froux He.rrhut. They setforth
cipecting aud willing to e othierselves
sold iute slavery as the price of their
mission. In their churches are now
iond 16,547 communicants, nnd the
number of alireuts; is allmnst 40,000.
Among other denoinntions engr.ged, in
imissionary work are the English Bap.
tists, u-ith about 40,000 churcli-inere-
bers, the Wésleynn Miethodist., the
Unitedl 1'rosbyterins of Scotlantl. ndi
the MoIthotlistsani EpiscopaLlins of this
cnnntry. lu allthere areengngecd about
120 ordained inissionaries, with nently
500 Ordeiuedl natives, «%Vhile the nieux-
bersbip of tLe churchc:s is rtit far froni
75,000.
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