1896] THE TWENTIETH CENTURY'S CALL 10 CURINTENDOM,

«9 We Im\:e evidently reached a great erisis in the history of onr
race, when nothing but the universal spread and trinmph of the Gaspel
can save the Church and the werld from dive disaster,  The Gos w“l‘ 1s
wrapped up in it the solution of all the industrial, finaneial pl{litical‘
gosial, and moral problems of the awe with which the philn)\‘;)'»hvrs‘ q'ui
statesmen and philanthropists are hopelessly strngeling,  Is n;)ttlh;- L:]i a
dear one, to those who have the Gospel and un‘d'urst?uul its re-rmwm‘tiu:r
and transforming power, to apply it specdily in muking over m::x‘xk'n')d and
trausforming human justitutions by this Divine ageney.

¢« 3, Christ requires that we should give the ':‘ru.;pcl to the world im-
mediately.  Iis command is ¢ Go ye juto all the world and preach the
Gospel to every creature.”  That is the plainest of communds, ™ It means
ps personally. It means now, for it is in the preseat tense, and God has
oW uuquestiollﬂh}}" for the first time in the centuries, removed out of 1he

way every obstacle to the immediate evangelization of the warld and siven
1o the Church everything needed for tha completion of the work of pr::xch-
inr the Gospel to the world. The whole world is open 2ud aceessible
physically, geographically, politically, 1o the Gospel messengers, and wait-
ing for them. The Church has the means, the messengers, and the prom-
ise of the Spirit at her command, and seems dangerously near to sutferine
eclipse of faith and blight of life becanse of her failure to avail herself (;f
them in fulfilling her great and pressing mission.  Christ is waiting for
her t» move m obedience 1o His command.  Whe among her leaders will
fisk the responsibility of holding back or of hindering the onward move-
ment He demands ?

e 4, The organizations aud machinery necessary for the immediate and
warll-wide forward movement to vietory and conquest for Christ are ail
realy and in working order, and need simply to be directed under the
mickening breath of the Spirit of God. The agencics are all organized
far reaching every class and condition of mankind.  There are our general

saicties—Bible, traet, cte.—and our special socicties in all denomina-
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tions, for home cvangelization.  There are the numberless agencies for
swring heathendom through the foreign missian work.  “There arc the lay

ormnizations that take in snbstantially the chareh-membership of Christen-
din—the Young Mea's Christian Association, the Young People’s Soci-
dies for Christian cffort, the Armies of the Croess, ete.—already mar-
shalled for the final conflict. Every agency needed to reach all the world
is already in existence.  And all these organizations will inevitably de-
teiorate Tuto mere mackines and become hindrances rather than helps,
carses Tather than blessings, nnless they speedily heeome Spirit-filled and
eansecrated to the accomplishinent of their intended work.  Aud does
mt the respousibility for their use fasten itsclf chictly upon the ministry
2sthe leaders of God’s hosts ¢

“ The reasons in juvor of the movement are unanswerable and over-
whelning.

4 \'year and mere ago the seeretaries of the forcign missionary soci-
tties of the various religious bodies sent out a paper calling the Church to
e “ final rally of the century.””  We understand that they are now plan-
wing for an ecumenieal council of missious to mark the coming anniversary.
Al this may be well ; but discussion and resolutions abways fall shert of
swiag the worbl.  What is needed s well-directed persoual effort for
sing men and saving the world, reaching out fram one to another in all
Sireetione till the tide of sacred influenee shall belt the globe.  Hence, we
15k the parsanal questions of eack one of our readers s

“1, Are you ready to cooperate in this wcreat wotvement now?




