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His kindness, and warmth of aflection, were especially
manifest in his intercourse with the young. A plain man,
in years, living io retirement, and obtruding his opinions on
go'one, he drew them to him as it he were their depen-
dence; and they felt that they owed to him, not only some
of their best-remembered seasons of pleasure, but in no
small degree the direction and government of their thoughls.
When he saw anything to blame, he spoke plainly and ear-
nestly, and suffered no weakness of aftection to conceal or
impair the force of what he thought his duty to say. It
they neglected his admonitions, and disappointed his expec-
tations, his regret was unmingled with selfishness, and his
aftection was unabated. He only thought they might need
it the more.— Christian Miscellany.

and in no case Necessary as
edioine,

While alcohiol is sold in such vust quintdtics, ostensibly for
medicine, but really for the purpose of tippling, and intuzicution,
and while honestly bought, sold, prescribed, ot taken ag a m-di-
¢cine by many, aleohol is doiug s much to plant the seeds of
incbriate appetite and perpotuato the countlesa evils of intem-
perance, we cannot do the couse of temperanco,—of truth,—of
medicino, —of morals,—of humanity,--and cven of rcligion, a
detter service, than hy prezenting ta our reagersthe fullowing able
article,—or tract,— from the medical pen of Dr. Juhn C. Warren
of Bostan, one of the most ciament physicians of New England,
end of the Unian, coinciding with, and curroburating as it does
tho testimony f Dr. Mussey of Cincinnedi, Dr. Lindsley, and
Dr. Sewall of Washington City, snd a mulutude of other distin-
guished practitionors, and professors of the mudical profession,
that alcohol is often dangerous end injurious, and i tn no case
absolutely necessary in the Materia Medica, viz: :

The uge of Alcokol for the Freparation of Medicine.
BY DR. JOHN C WARREN.

1o & pumber of the States in this country, laws have been
passed prolubiting the sale of Alevhol, oxcept for medicino and
the arts.  In these Sta cs the apothecanies have becume its oaly
tegular venders, and son o of them liave availed thomselves of the
opputtunity thus afforded to retail it tu the tippler. This practice
g partially defcats the operation of the law, and thus threatens to

be a public nuisanece. The question has uaturally arisen.
Whether sleohol is a necessary article of the Materia Medica ;
and if so, to what extent ? Whether, for example, it 18 not em-
ployed in many eases where other articles might be substituted
with nropricty, and even with advantago? The principal ures
for whnch alcohol iz employed in medicine, are, first As 8 Stimul-
aat; second, As a Menstruvm;  third, As an Antiseplic.

Alcohol as a Stimulant.

i. Asa stimulant, it is not so neccssary as might at firet view
appear.  When it is employed, for example, to tevive 8 person
who is much exhausted, the distilied aromatic herbs or a mixture
i of the eescntial oils, would answer.  Peppermint water, and the
other aromatic waters, by increasing the prupurtion of the essential
ols may by made as strong a stimulant ss can he swallowed
without excoriating the throat.  These may often therefore, be
very properly substituted for brandy.  For some other cases, tho
proparations of ammonia are more proper. ‘Their action is more
rapid; they posaess prcater stimulant powers; and the qnantity
3| required is therefors Jese.

Alcokol as a BMenstruum.

2 Asa menstruum, alcohol is employed for extracting the
virtues of medicinal plants, and dissolving medicinal reams.  Tho
3| substance, being infused in aleohol u certain time, imporls its
81 properties, or & portion of them to the liquid ; which is then 8d-
% ministered, sometimes ina pure siate and sometincs diluted with
® water. Meny people 2ro aut aware, that, when they tako a
f glass of clisir propricintis or of tincturs o shubarb, they swall.
flow two ounces of strong rum. Yet dehcaie fomules, and
% even children, arc made Lo take theso duily, and thus become
habituated to the uze of aleoholic stimalants. The danger arising
from such practices in some inflammatory complaints must be
very great.

The medicinal resins for which aleoho! is used as & solvent aro

Aleohol Often Injurious
a

alaes, myrrh, gunincum, &o.  The tincture formed by the com

bination of alcohol and tho first two of these is the famous ** Elixir
Pro.” which, in farmer times, every good mother thought herself
abhiged to prepare and keep for the benefit of her young family.
Many an unconscious mother has brought on symptoms of vinlent
fever by intoxicating her offspring with these inmdwous arliclos,
Now, for thess thero are substitutes, which may be employed in
the greater number of nstances.  An infnsion of rhubarb in
waler, with gonlo arumatic, 18 a hetter niodicine thau tho alcoholie
proparataon in throo cascs out of four. Alocs may bo ueed os an
extract in pills, and may be employed in the simpler state of pow-
der, and even in decoction ; 8o that there are, in fact, very few,
if any, cases where the spirituous preparation is required. Tt is
a common opinton, indeed, that tincture of aloes and myreh, or
chixir proprietatis, is an excellent remedy fur colic. 1f it be used
n a cohe from indigestion, the astringent properly of the aleohol
may, by contracting the stomach on undigested food, increane the
prin; and the same is true of hrandy, gin, and other forms of
aleohol.  1f, again, it bo used for wind-colic, or pain frem flatu.
lence, drinks actunlly hot, us hot peppermint water, or cven simplo
hot water, uro preferabls.  Tincture cf cinchona, or tincture
of bark,” ns 1t wag formerly culled, containa less tonic power than
may he fonnd in the preparatione of quinine: and the sume may
ho aaid of most of the bitter tinctures, as calumbe and cascarilla.
‘Fincture of red lavender poured upon lonf sugar has been n
favorite cordrnl with youny lalies who wish to fortify their stomn.
achs ngamst any particular emergency, and 1t is notorious that
this indulgenco has been a very frequent origin of tippling. 1,
instead of taking lavender to relieve the stomach, they omitied the
use of sugar plums, and ban bons, they might experience neither
the disposition for, nor the ill consequonces arising from, alco.
holic articles. Stoughton's chxir, which is tho same as the tinc.
turo of gentian, was regularly introduced into the drawing-room
during the last generation to give keenness to the appetite for an
approaching feast.  But at last it was discovered, that, by over.
stimulating the empty and unprotccted organ, and producing a
sense of raticty before any food was taken, instead of quickening
the appetite or aiding the digestion, it blunted the one and
enfeehled the other.  Our epicures, having sagaciously observed
thesc disagreoable effects, havo proposed to tickle end awaken
the stumach by the introduction of a large cold oyster or two,
Tho beat substitote for bath of theso will be found in helf o glass
of water, fresh as it comes from the spring, and not spoiled by ice.
The cages abovo mentioned will perhaps be thought sufficient to
show how easy it often is to find subatitutes for aleoholic medi.
cines,

There i3 a clags of preparations, zevealed by science, which
promisee great advantages as a subatitute for tho tincturoes. In
tho number of the * Boston Medical and Surgical Journal” for
Septomber 5, 1848, will be foun : an 2ccount of a made of produc.
g a fermentation, by which is gencrated a substance conteining
the properties of medicinal articlez in & convenient state for ad-
ministration and prescrvation. By adding to an infusion of senna
a due proportion of sugar, & formentaiion is genersted which
produces a venous fluid, so weak as not to possess any important
etimulant properties, and yet strong encugh to prevent decompo.
gition.  This preparation wo have tried, and find elegant, con-
venicnt, and safe. It cannot be usad for the purpezos of intoxi.
cation, on account of its weakness and medicinai offect. Various
preparatong—as, for example, aloes, opinm, gentiau, rhubarb,
and many otherc mogt neccssary in medical practico—may bo
made in the same way. Porhaps it will be thought that they avo
no hetter than tinctures ; but, in fact, they have not tho strongth
of tinctures. No oxtrancous alcohol is introduced. Wo recom.
mend to the enterprising spothecary the preparation of theso
products of fermentation 28 promising much advantage to the
medical practitioner, and a valuable improvement ia ecodomy to
tho apothecary himsclf.

Alcohol ae an Antiscptie.

3. A third use of sleohol is to prevent decomposition. For
this purpose it iz added to come infusiona, decoctions, and syrups.
—The two farmer of these should slways be prepared recently
and without alcohol ; and the last, if properly made, do not require
it

Physicians have been among the most forward, persevering,
and able advocates of temparance.  Without their aid, the tem.

perance seformation cuuld never have proceeded as far an it has, '




