274 POPERY.

roughly know and comprehend what he proposes WHAT 15 TOPERY?
tq tesch; and he must be heedfully listened to. This is an inquiry which ought to be discreetly

The first only of these requisites the legislator but earnestly PITOSGCllted by all who l.lave t'he tem-
can in this case partially secnre. The main point po.ral and‘ spiritual welfare of the 1'nhab1tants' of
—the rendering those who teach traly and derply this land sincerely at heart, anfi especially by those
themselves religious—lies not Within the sopr © ,th\ are called to bear rule either i the Church
human laws, Yet he can employ the means in s | O in the State. The true character and tendency
power, and s as culpable, it he neglect them, as pt Rux‘r.mmsm is qot to be learned by a superﬁcml
is a parent who neglects the religious sducatio u | MSPEEHION; aud with thg bulk.of pxtotestanl,s of the
of his child under the preteace, that that education | Present day, and especially in this country, the
will not suffice to make him religious, Now what stxbjecF, has lutherto scarce}y attracted the shg.htest
ever enlarges the mind, and gives areater scope attention, .a"“l ?here prevails an a.lmost tot.al igne-
and force to the moral, ntellectual, and reasoning rance and xf)dxﬁcrellce Tespgctmg it. The views a.nd
faculties, makes the man who is religious more teelings of our fo‘refamors in regard to the Popish
deeply so: enables him to trace out more clearly systr,tn')—at least in its influence on states fmd com-
the wonders, and to avoid entangling himself {n| Munities—are either forgotter{ or .cons\dered a8
the difficulties of religious truth; and vastly in hllghly gxaggerated and as ha'v!ng little or no ap7
greases his power of impressing his convictions | ¥ icability to.the present condition of society; and
onothers. On this account—on account of the in- thus popery is considered by multitudes of men ©

creased energy it gives to the intcllectual powers, all classes, 4including rulers and legislators, as al-
and the weapons with which it furnishes the chris- tost or altoggther as good and safe for the pur-
tian advocate, secular learning the study of the poses of cwil order, peace, and prosperity 88
Janguages and sciences, has ever been held by all any thing else, Tllat .thls is the state of opintont
gound thinkers to be a most desirable, if not an aud feeling on this subject to an alarming extent
essential part of the edncation of the prof‘cssinnal ml.mn-gSL us, 4w1U llél‘dly be doubted by any emne
divine. We conce ve therefore that it is the duty who is acquainted with our communiiy; and the
of the legislator to make such provisions as may proceedings of our legislature prove conclusively
gecure that the clergy whom he supports be a\LI}uL it IS‘SO' especially during last session, when
learnedbody. For this purpose we would propose bill was introduced under the highest colonial aus=
that & fit proportion of the annual appropriation pices, “f?d actually passed by the Legislative Coun-
Euﬂ‘&d by the province to each religions denomi- ¢il, placing the Roman Catholic priesthood on 8B
nation, should be devoted to the support of a col- equal f'“"i_"g with the most favoured protestant
lege to be under the superintendeuce of that parti- denominations,as to participation in the proceeds of
cular denomination ; that, in case this sum were the Clergy Reserves. Even in Great Britain it i8
jnsufficient, two or more different sects might umte only of late that public attention has been gener-
in support of a common institution. To secure ally and powerfully awakened on this subject, In
the cfficiency of these institutions in the secular the meuntime popery has been gathering fresh
departments of education 1t would be requisite that | Strengb. The heavy blow she recewed in the
they should be placed under the superintendence 01nd of th last century on the continent of Europe
of a general board qualified to exercise sucl super- from the infidelity to which she herself gave birtly
intendence, the constitution of which we shall af hias been almost recovered, and in every quarter of
terwards cunsider. After acertunperiod—say five the world she is putting forth unwonted energies
years from the commencement of the schemes be- at this moment. There ia therefore abundant rea~
ing put in operation, no clergyman should be ap- son ff)r directing general attention to the above
pointed as a minister in any of the churches who | 41€sHO with the view of furnishing something
had not gone throngh with credit the established towards an answer to this question. We have se*
course of general study. It would obviously be lected the following statements, which were made
altogether out of the legislator’s place to attempt ab the recent anniversary meeting of the Protest-
to dictate inany way as tothe particular course of ant Association in London, Lord Kenyon in the
divinity studies which the student for any church the f:hmr. We begin with an extract, showing
should pursue ; but a provision might we think the importance of the inquiry which we now urg®
with propriety be made as to the length of time to ono ur readers. .

be devoted by him to this exclusive object—per-
haps the term of three years might be a reasonabie
period.

“ Nobody said now a-days,” it was remarked
by the Rev. Dr. O’Sallivan, “ that the inguiry was
unnecessary, becanse the subject was an insigniﬁ‘
cant one, or becanse the church of Rome is obscuré

(To be eontinued.) or feeble in this country. From all sides accounts



