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coniplain of the fun, the open ridi-
cule pokeci at tlhen? " and an-
swers: " ]3ecause, be jabers, the
Irishiman is proud of his Irish, so
sure of hirnself, that lie is the flrst
to crack the Irish jôke on the
Irish."

This is really the secret of the
Irishmian's disposition to satirize
his own people. Always overflowv-
ing wýith humour, lie is perpetually
exercising his gift at the expense of
bis nearest frienci or dearest com-
panion. There are no circum-
stances or conditions that Nviii pre-
vent this natural flow of the mother
wvit. Even in the presence of death
itself it bursts forth in its greatest
exuberance. A story is told of the
dying king of Kerry Patch, the
tiame given to the Irish quarter of
St. Louis, tlîat after lie hiad dis-
posed of the bullk of his property
to various charities, ten dollars stili
remained. Being asked, whiat
should be clone wvitli the money, lie
replied: " Ye can have that for
wvhisky at the funeral." On being
further interrogated as to whether
the whisky should be drunk going
or coming, with his last expiring
breath lie exciaimed: " Have it
going to the funeral, for tIen M'I
be wid 30u."

This propensity to, make bulis is a
deep-rooted national characteristic.
in no way confined to the loiver
classes, but found among educateci
and wvell-to-do people. A Cork
newspaper recently publishied a
-report of an open-air political meet-
ing in which this paragraph ap-
peared: " Mr. M. A. Brennan next
spoke at niuch length ini lis usual
happy style, but from the distance
wve wvere wholly unable to catch the
puirport of lis remarks."

The literature of Ireland is fuill
of brighit samples of ready repartee
and scintillating wvit, and aniong no
other class is it in sudh vogue as
-among the legal fraternity. Bench
and bar are continually on the alert
for an opening for tIe use of this
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wvonderful wveapon for comnbating
the opinions advanced by opposing
counsel, and bringing ridicule on
the statements of both attorneys
and witnesses.

Judge Barton, who wvas a very
old and wvizened little man, wvas
trying a case, when another very
old man, scarcely able to wvaIk,
caine into court to give cvi-
dence. Instead of going to
tIc witness-box, lie xvent toward


