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Waibit is still living and convalescing.
His spiro scems to be very weak. Hels
unablo, to walk but he cun sit up nowand
crawl zzound a little.

Our «dd chief Navalak, of whom I
spoke bast yeur as acting so nobly, has
been illifor two months with fever and
wenk back., He too is recovering slowly.

Therer was o very sad eago of suicide on
Mz, Laurio's side a fortuight ago. One
\ of the 0% elders, and one of the very

best workers (Saimona), and a heathen
lad fromyour side, went out to sea and
drowned themselves together. I have
not space left to tell you the circum-
stances.

Iregret to have to report that the
whooping «cough has lately carried off
.ebout 60 goung people o2 this jsland, =o
that the pgpulation ’s unquestionably de-
«creaping.

I expected to have been able to have

:given youa.statement about last year's
.arrowroot, kut I have not received any
-word from Mr. Cosh about it yet. The

people are just beginning to gather this
(year’s crop. *

We are urgently needing more mission-
xries here,  Now is the time for the
churches to work. Weare glad to see
that the fourth missionary has sailed for
Trinidad. . Wken will the fourth sail for
the New Hebiides?

With love to all friends,
Bincerely yours,
J. Avyanp.”

——

Letter from ®Mr. Annand to the
Ladies' ©f Gays River.

Auetbyuw, June 28th, 1881.
My Deay Friends :—

Please accept our thanks for the -salu-
able box of missicn goods whick y- con-
tributed and sent to us in December last.
The box arrived here in April in perfect
eondition, everything being in as good a
state as when it 'lefct gour hande, The
articles sent were also all most useful and
are a great aid to us in keeping the girls
clothed.

FASHIONS IN DRESS.

However you might have spared your-
gelves the Inbor of sewing the dresses.
The material alone wounld have been better
in this vespect as we are anxious to
teach the people to do all their own cut-
ting and sswing, and certainly these
Jasgies have more spare time for that
wotk than you have, They are quite

willing for the most part to sew their
own clothes but when it comes to sewing
for the men and boys they ave not nearly
so ready to do it. In fact the men and
boys sometimes make their own shirts
when they cannot got them ready-made.
The cut and fit is not always porfect,
however fashion here is not very tyran-
nical in regard to the style of dress worn.
Theo mon, however, much profer to wear
theiv shirts outside their trousers which
to strangors lools rathor ridiculous. Since
that is the fashion here we much prefer
seeing the tails as short as possiblo.

LOVE NOT RUNNING 8MOOTHLY.

Last year when we wont North to the
meoting of Synod at Lfate, a native of
Eromanga at Mr. Roberts stetion wished
to sell a spear to Mr. Laurie for a shirt.

It scems the poor man wished to get

married and he had no shirt wherein to
appear before the congregation ; as mar-
riages here are always solemnized in the
the church. Mr, Laurie wished to pur-
chase the spear but the only shirt that
he had with him that he could well spare
was his uight shirt and a rather long one
at chat, This he offered and the man
gladly accopted it. A few weeks after
the marriage ceremony was to have been
Herformed. The groom appeared in full

ress with nothing but the long white
shirt and seated himself before the mini-
ster expectin% his lady love to come and
ceat hevself beside him. However the
bride was unwilling to have him, and in-
stead of coming to church she hid in one
of the houses, not on account of the dress
however, but because he was a heathen
and she was unwilling .0 live with him,
The poor man left the church in disgust,

ulled off Lis long garment and tucked
1t under hig arm and rushed off howme dis-
gusted with civilization and all its en-
cambrances.

UNRELIABLE SERVANTS,

Since I began writing this letter the
husband of Mrs. Annand’s head servant
came in to inform us that his wife had
gone away this evening &nd would not be
back until Saturday evening (thisis Mon-
day evening), because one of the men on
the station had said something to her
that she did not like, This 1s just a
sample of what we very often have to put
up with here.  Our servants may run off
ot any hour no - ‘ter how much we may
be needing them ! she time. It would
require a large book to tell you all about
their ways and doings here. Their hearts
ore very easily broken (as they «:press
it), even by a word.



