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being muddled. and meddled with, and in-
terfered with to its detriment, just in the
same way ? Many people are coming as they
think, to spread it, when they are really hin-
derirg it.  They ave coming to help it on a
bit, when they ave really taking off both its
feet and its wings, and turning it into no
Gospel at all. I know nothing more difliculs
(I speak from the depthsof my licart) than
1t is to stand to-day four squuare to all the
philosophical, scientific, intellectn d, critical,
socinl, political cross currents and winds that
are blowing, and notwithstanding them all
to speak thesimple Gospel as you get it from
the Lord Jesus Christ. Try it aud prove its
difiiculty, and you will have more sympathy
with those who ave trying t.do it than per-
haps yon have. [tis not just so easy to
speak as this little girl spoke as some of you
are thinking. You e¢ry for the whale Gospel,
and the simple Gospel. Do not simpiv cry
to us, but cry to the Lord Jesus Christ, for
it will need ail the baptism and anointing
and indwelling of His own Spirit to keep us
at the true, simple Gospel.  There are a
thousand things round about us that tend to
spoil the simplicity of our testimony ; and
this old frouble is just here to day still—the
king of Syria saying, *'I will send a letter
to the king of Israel.” Well, what did they
make of-it.?  He bronght the letter to the
King of Israel, snying, *‘Now when this let.
ter is come unto thee, behold, I have there-
with sent Nasunan my servant to thee, that
thou mayest recover him of his leprosy. Awml
it came to pass, when the King of Israel had
read the letter, he rent his clothes, and said,
Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that
this man doth send untc me to recover a man
of his leprosy ? \Wherefore ccnsider, I pray
you, and see how he seeketh a quacrel
against me.”

There are some things that kings and
councillors and parliaments cannot do. Thnis
is one of them. ‘They are utterly at their
wits’ end, and God will not give this glory
but in one way, and this blessing but along
a particular line. One thing does come
out of it clearly, and that is the emphasizing
of the point with which I began. ~Levnrosy
evidently was regarded as incurable. ““Con-
sider, I pray you, and see how he seeketh a
quarrel against me. Am I God, to kill and
to make alive ?” Oh, that we had the same
notion to-day about sin ! Oh, that men and
women were revived to a simple and intense
conviction of this : “*Sin is incurable : there
is no remedy except the heavenly, the sup-
ernatural " Where is the wise man’s wis-
dom? Where isall the power of kings and
lords and priuces aund councillors to save a
sinner ? It is reduced to ntter contempt.

“And it was so, when Elisha tiie man of

God had heard that the king of Istael had
rent his clothes, that he sent to the king,
saying, \Wherefore has thou tentthy clothes?
les him comne now to me, and he shall koow
that theve is o prophet in Israel.”  Does not
that look a lutle hke beasting at first?
‘‘Let him come tome.”  Yes, itis boasting,
bus it is hoasting of the right kind. When
a man boasts in God. *“tle humble hear
thercof, and are glad.” The meek hear of a
testimony like this. and instead of heing of-
fended at it and calling it vain glory, they
glory iu it ; for Klisha is here lifting up, not
him-elf, buc the God who gave him  all the
power that he had.  And here agein is 2
great lesson for those of us who would
really serve the deepest need of our genera-
tion. Let us not magnifly ourselves, but iet
us magnify our office ; let us magnify our
message ; lct us wagnify Him whom we
preach to men. Let us challenge the world’s
need and the world’s problem.  Let us call
upon nien and women to come and look our
way, and give us o trial.  You 1an here and
there, and ran the otherwhere to get rid of
your leprosy. Now, have you got soul
peace, and power, and strength? Then, if
not, will you come at length to us? “I
magnify wy office.” In myself, I am poor
aud weak and vile and nothing ; but I stand
here to-nieht and dare to s»y that I presch
a Gospel wheh could send every sinner
withiu these walls outside of the walls as
mightily ciangea as was Naaman before
Elisha had done with him. That makes it
worth while to come here. Obh, that God
would revive preachers in a simple faith -in
the nessage which we have to deliver ¢‘Let
him zome uato me,” said Elisha—aud it was
no beasting or vain glory. He dared not
say less for God's sake and for Naaman's
sake. He dared not say less than he said,
neither dare we. Come to us. After all,
things are at a very sid pass, 1 grant you.
There is awfu) trouble in the land. There
is an awful problem, and we cannot untie

it ; and the power of the State, and the
power of the warld’s wisdom, and the pow-
er of the world’s deepest sympathy, seems
to make no more imp ession upon it than
the king’s advice and the king’s sympathy
made upon the sickness of his beloved gen-
eral. But yet “‘theie is balm in Gilead, and
there is a physician there,” and the problem
is not so insoluble as we thiuk it is. and the
distress is not so dire ; for tkere is nae voice
rising sharp aund clear above all the Babel
voices of & thousand counsellors who are
darkening counsel by words without know-
ledge ; and this is the voice; *Believe on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be
saved, and thy house.” It is a message
straight from Jesus Christ, who died and




