838

+

L OAAALLAAS

S000000004

wttawa, April 20.~The Manitoba
rallway bills again came before the
raflway committee of the House of
Commona this morning, Mr. Suther-
land presiding. Messrs., 8itton, Tarte,
Davies and Fielding were the minls-
te;‘l Dpresent.

d h ad He
took up clause eight of the Canadlan
Northern contract, which, in return
for the guarante: of bonds gives the
lteutenant-governor power to fix the
rates between points In Manitoba to
Port Arthur and from Port Arthur to
polnts In Manitoba, Clause eleven
was then taken np which denll with
the o f the
road. The first chnm going to wurk~
Ing expenses before the interest on
“he bonds, or the rental of the North-
ern Pacific lines are paid, in defauit
of any earnings over and above work-
ing expensea the province undertakes
to pay arly half a million dollars.
His cllenu object that there was nho
control at all by Manitoba over work-
ing expenses, which the province must
allow to be paid before it can recoup
itself for the half mlllion dollars a
year. The company can expend all
their earnings, inciuding the better-
ment of the 40 miles In Minnesots as
to which the company may do any-
thing they please, Mr. Nesbitt polnt-
ed out that in return for this fixed la-
bility Premier Roblin had stated that

was con-
trol of the freight rates. Mr. Roblin
added that the railway commlittee
exercised only a perfunctory control,
and that *the only rellef was for
Manitoba to take the power to itself
with the rallway corporation to con-
trol the matter direct.” That was Mr.
Roblin’s stand upon which he induced
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bitt added that Premier Roblin zot
the consent of the Manitoba legisia-
ture to thesa contracts under the
plea that he was securing that cone
trol, und the regulation of rates
which it was now plain could not

1 \mder this new clause,

not be fixed by Manitoba within the
maximum fixed at Ottawa without a
oonflict,

Mr, Nesbitt replied that under this
new bill there would be necewsarily a
conflict, but 1t was dificult to say
what would be the effect of parlia-
ment confirming thie clause of the C.
N. rellway contract.

My, Blair—"We only confirm it so
far ns It does not conflict with the
rights and power of the Dominion."
“But s that colulltent

Mr. Richardeon—'"They are <he
views of & majority of the people
There was a_slight uproar at inj
point, but Mr. Bole took it calmly nj
went on to refer to the new aspec. of
mtteu caund by the new blll, he
whlch. he claimed, w4
Mmu tute breach of faith with (e
Manttoba l.‘llllkllre‘ The prop o
new bill was not & bil for which the
pelition had been presented and Is not
properly before parilament. This v
now was not & bargain the Manit ba
islature was willing to endorse, The

Mr. D. W. ‘Hole addressed the nom‘
mittee which was by this time impati-

Mr. Neebitt unged, the put ent and tired. Nevertheloss Mr, Bole

forth its controlling hand ea & matter Secured a falr hearing and made

of public policy m: answer has Man- exocellent uldm. He said that )lml-

itoba to meke?” toba did not want to block legitimae

. My, tu‘ tk‘ jmtedﬂ km li:‘I:; } tue, nol' had thez‘n;ny
enant, interjec 'rhey w

law when they made the sgreement. Canadian Northern nnwny. He gave

They are mpponed to."" a reason why Was no greater
P. C. Fraser made some remarks agitation in Hunlmu while the oon:

o it not boinu vital to §uou muw-
which Mr. t warm-

apeech.
iy repltd—“!t a mpond‘:lc premier
<

erta
upon ‘which he securad their vendict,
and eanother parilament knowing that
was the case, passed o bill protessing
s decision, but containlog
& new clause directly in the teeth of
te Christophe: Roblnmh 'ﬁk"’
Quote r n's oplaton
23 read to-day. ‘I amwume,’ sstd Mr.
Rohhuon. ‘thlt unless mm of Tates
is obmined by the province, the main
object of the whole transaction will be

defeated.
xr. Monk—"To say for thirty years

by these

torteu our right to led-lue in mt
to rates otherwise is t. & proposition

argued that pariiament
could of couree step In with ite eo&roll-
ing hand at any time, but that

it intended to abdicate its ﬁnt ot
control for thirty years,

now refuse to sanction l)un
otherwize it woul t breach of faith

eration of mm) by the prov-
ince and in two or five years or tea
yclrl step In and pass legislatios ?

reising Domlnlon Jurisdiction. NI
ny " exclaimed Mr. Nesbitt, with ocon-
heat, “as a citisen of Can-

road it would redound to the advan.
tage of Manliioba. Mr. Nesbitt point-
ed out that the Rallway Act of Can-
ada stipulated for equal ntel and no
discriminations. “Now, said  Mr.
Nesbitt, “Mr. Roblin un it is to our
advantage that higher rates should
be charged by the company from Port
Arthur to the Mauitoba boundary and
lower rates within the limits of the
province of Manitoba. Is that your
ideal of Dominion control 2"

Mr. Blair—"Does Roblin take that
attitude ?**

Mr. Nesblit—“Yes, here are his
words : ‘If the company charge high
rates in Ontario to the boundary, and

Auhl(mc\ha.mnen

sorry it,
ng up the new bill, Mr. Nesbitt m
ed that under pressure from the Win-
ipeg board of trade a clause was fn-
ed in the )(nuwbn. bl wovldmx
that the mortgage might vary from the
terms of the contract, and this was put
forward to meet all objections. Now
the new bill presented to the commit-
tee yesterday contains no clauee that
these difficulties might be remedied by
the mortgages. It had been abandon-
ed and etruck out by Mr. Lash and
properly so."

Mr, Nesbitt artue:l strongly that
this being the case it was & new ocon-
tract which they had no right to make
‘wk.hont sending it back to Manitoba

low rates fixed by the itoba gov-
ernment from , it would re-
do:::l to the advamtage ot Mani-

Mr. Bilair—“I think the commlnee
wiil agree that position would not be
tolerated, but is it not possible fo in-
troduce & pmvlllon in the blll asle-
guarding that

Mr. Ne..bm—-"Yel 1 you will accept
a clause I will draw.” (Laughter.)

Mr. Blair—I think the committee
will agree at once that the position
you represent to us would not be per-
mitted. Could you not say,” added Mr.
Blalr, “that they have the right to fix
the rates so long as they do not exceed
the rates fixed by the governor-gener-
aldn-council, or allow secret rebates or
concession in violatlon of the railway

act T

Mr. Nesbitt— My answer is certain-
ly you can. The moment you do that
do you suppose the legislature of
Manitoba would assent to that? You
will have to send it back to them for
consideration.”

Mr. Blair—""The basis of the argu-
ment there, you say, was to discrim-
inate and decl unfairly with certain
portions of Canada in favor of ome
portion of Canada ?*

Mr. Nesbitt—"Yes."” "

Mr. nm»—m mmt be done.

Mr. Nesbitt proceeded to read an
elaboration w :l(r. Chris Robinson,
The opinion from the legal counsei
has already been published. This
opinion bclh.d down is that the Dom-
tnion has constitutionally exclusive
comtrol of rates. The provinoe can-
not, therefore, secure them. Mr. Nes-

Mr. Ruseell—-“Did Premier Robiin
contend for a coatrol inde-
pendent of the Dominion authorities?”
Mr. Nesbitt—"That was the domin-
ant not contract. Mr. !:bl&

then is bed.
The whole couldmuon oﬂerea by the
company was control of rates. Ab-
solute control was the e rm. By
the changen mede dn l-h! bill, added
Mr. Nesbitt, you are asked to validate
a different cantnct from na one pass-

egisiature and different )n

were ever before
ba.

the people of Man
At thu point & motion to adjourn
tlrumw made and paswed.

Ottawa, April ao—'nu railway com-
mittee of the Commons met this morn-
11!’ at eleven e consideration

of the l(umoh unww bille. Mr.
Sutheriand presided, and ali the law-
yors Lad and
were presint.

There was & prollmlmry discussion
as to wi there not be
mumluutwnmku from out-
side. They wauted to see “the end in

ejaculated Sam Hughes, ‘let
uknwwhomwwk.andlrlth
common sense.” (Laughte:

not
dictate what Mr. Bole would or would
not say. Mr. Bole commenced by say-
ing he 4id not propose to echo what

people of the province certainly un.
derstood ¢hat the local governt.cnt
were sccuring absolute control of
rates, under the prevent bl the « .
trary Is made clear, The bill which
the legistature took the hower
to vary the contract in the mortg.g:,
There is no such provision in the bl
now before this committee. A spect.
fic change was made which the pre.
sent bill doel not authorise. Mr. ;So!e
ulong
these unn having made a clear and
argumentative address of one hour
Mayor Arbuthnot, on motlon of Mr.
Puttee, was heard, He represented
to the committes the feeling of Winnl.
peg against ¢he contract. Winnipeg
was offering now nearly a million
dollars in debentures, 30 Winnipeg
had many improvements in view, and
was keenly intereated In preserving
the credit of <the province. In reply
to circulars sent to the rural munic.
palities eighteen roplieh against the
contract were received and only tive
oru six in its favon
for two mlmn- 10 say #t was provid.
ed that the mocigage shall contaln
certain “amending and drastic (:llnu:h-:

“Before this commit-

tegindatur:

n is the contract you are
passing l also that any agree-
mlent b:‘nh the state of lllumla be

Mr. Faru::—“n the province has no
control of rates, what consideration
am Manitoba receive for her bar.
‘.gl‘r. gmm—“nomu’:& .:.h at.” .
r. Sprouie—*'May provine:
have sufficlent control for thelr pur.

g(‘r. Newbitt—*I think not."

Mr. Nesbitt !nd said as Mr. Mclsaac T, C., counsel for the
was .tnm , but would touch on Canadian Noruurn. rebutted Mr. Nes-
the merits ol the contracts. He zs- Dbitt's argument of last week in a
serted that thece inished d As s

1 t, the com+ matter of lJaw he gave reasons to

and
mittee that the province had paid a
large sum to get the Northern Pacific
into the province, and now it was pro-
posed to pay further to get it out
again. “Refer this matter back to the
leﬂnhmn." nld Mr. Bole, “and some
nd of arrangement mlghtheeome to
vmeaeby the Canadlan Northern couid
secure the fifty miles out to Portage
1a Prairie and have a ompleted line
through to the west. Then we will
h&ve the c. P. R. & complete system,
and the Northern Pacific a complete
system. Under these contracts there
is a reduced and not an increased
competluom"

Mr. Bole referring to the omzr

oﬂen. Col. Hughea asked, ‘“Were

other offers before the Manitob

show that while the Manitoba l2gisia-
ture_had no legisative ocontrol over

Northern Pacific rallway, nover.
theless the crown could acquire a pro-
pdetoty tnternt in a Dominion rall-

"A.Il we are asking,” sald Mr, Lash,
“4g that these companies eha u ‘be au
al:g:s ¢o leane thah;d r.g!v:hya to His
as Tepresent y the exscu-
uve of Manitoba, u«l to ameign thu
lease immediately another corpora-
tlan under the oonu'ol of am vnﬂlt-
mnt. lt we were going o nsk e
thority t by the gov
the Normﬂn mlﬂc lines, somelhlnl
further wonld be on the face of it
The lease is to be ulllned fmmudiate.
Iy to & egxpmy over chh this par-

lature 1"
Mr. Bole—"Some of them.”
Mr. Hughe.—-“!on want us to teach
the m legisiature its duty
. Bole—"Well, you mlct\t very
well ‘do that” (Laughte: r.) Proceed-
ing Mr. B:re quoted

Inserting a clauee
control of mcll

Sert a clause expressly
that eoutrol of the Dominion a.utho‘:l‘
tes. *“Why,"” exclaimed Mr. Nesbitt,

lin could mot have gut & corporal's
guand to put through his eouml."
A controversy here took place as to
whether the executl represented
the people or lnnltoh. and Mr. Olf-
ver put some questions to Mr. Nesbitt
which the latter considered offeusive,
and which caused Mr. Nesbitt to say:
*“I may be turned out of this commit-
tee. but I have yet to learn that 7
be addressed in that tone of

ed by the )
the most lnmﬂ
muu !hnlwu the
s proposed to in-

agree t
threw out (he aolc consideration for
this enormous aid.”
discussion took place with
Mr. Wade as ¢0 whether a rate could

board of trade committee by Mr. Rob-
lin and ‘'went on to correct an impres-
sion sought to be created here that the
whole of the Conservative party and
& large section of the Liberal

party
were in favor of the contracts. In re-
gard to this Mr. Bole sald: *“I wﬂl

pledge you my word that no such con-
dition of things exists. Twenty lead-
ng Conservatives a manifesto
aguinst the eontmu and published
it” Mr. Bole quoted several of their
names, such as lr. Gilroy, Mayor Ar-
b\mmot, and Messrs. Haslam, F. W.
Thompson, A. J. Andrews and others,
and uw. “If those gentlemen were
taken out of the Conservative party in
Wlnnlpq and Manitoba I would have
goubu about the future of that
Here Sam Hughes objected to liaten-
ing to Mr. Bole's views on politics as
merely his private views.
‘Whereupon Mr. Bole replied: *I give
a my views because they are the

MoCreary— e point made by
Hr. Nedm.t was nthel' that the optioa
contained in the lease was

lllenl."
Mr. Lash~*“I wil deal with that
later. Here is the Canadian Northem

Railway company subject to your
Jm-hdlcuon and legldauve authority,
and bound u the Railway Act of
Cansds by t-he obllnthn ﬁmt it can.
not charwe a dollar ot toHs untll it
for 0 the x
general-In-council a by-!mw of its tolls
plied to that w: “‘m
ap] comwny en
oon was nd apoples all'the
time with the Ontarle
wection. Nm it can collect

have to subm’. the tariff.
ence to theee lcared lines. Tntil this
in_done the company has no right at
all to cotlect any tolls.”

Mr. mﬂton—-"‘nloa what consider
ation in the shape of contro!
)l'anltm metT

Lash—"T will answor that”
l"nbwnm have been spun arowMd
this question by here md"
the newspapers.
the contract Is
ml!wuy Act, The ralimay may
rates and tolls to be demande ":M."

continued Mr. Lash, *“the Cinadiat
Northern has merely made a rontract



