. The Edmonton Route

Mrs. Trank Wishart, of Duluth, for-
merly oi Winnipeg, has receiv.d  wwo
lettera from Mr. Wishart, who is mak-
ing hie. way to tho Klondike vin the
Ldmonton route. The [lirst letter is ns
follows: C

*tsmith’s Landing, Sept. 16—~ Sluce
writing: a, week ago from the otlher
slde of Lake Athabasca, we huve man-
aged to reach this point sufely. The
day after writing my last lotter we
tried to croas tha lake to Fort Clip-
owayan. but owing to a Lig storm we
wero obliged to wult two days for fav-
crablo weather. Tiae 16th we mado
the cros-ing and arrived at Fort Chip~
ewayan safe and cound. It s very d.(-
ficulc without a guide to got on the
lake. When we got to Cliipewayan wo
found Feote, I 1L Belliveaun uitt Hough.
The other boat, which Knickerbocker,
k=l and two Englishimen went n, got
to the lake one day alead of Footu's
boat ana they have not been hearvd
of since. It 1: supposed they are Iest.
An Indian thiat came to Chipewayan
o few days ago reported having tcen
o boat drifting before a heavy sea
aawvay down near the other ¢nd of tin
fake, almost 800 miles out of their
course and in very dangerou; water.
We left Fort Chipewayan uext morn-
mg early for this place, 102 mites Jdis-
tant. Wo made good time the 18th,
but thoe next day there was such a
ctrong head wind we could not leave
eamp, 50 wo concluded not to try. The
rver is very large lere, some places
o mie wide, and it gets up
quito & sen.  Saturday morning the
18:h, broke fino and wo made geod
time and arrived here about sunset.
Here we have u 164mile portage to
make. There are three eascudes,
where we will have te take our boat
out of the water every time. We ex-
pect to got over it fn three days, hut
I con’t expect to rrach Fort Smith,
which is at the other end, bafore
Thurs’ay nooun. The mmltitu’es of
ges» anl ducks from where T lasy
wrot> y.u are indescritable.  They
tannot be esthinated in figures. ITun-
dreds of thousnnds of acres are lit-
eral 3 coverad with thrm. T thrrght
to-dsy I would take my shotgun und
go back in the timber to gov a few
partridges. T had shot a couplo and
waB going along quiet’y, when up
jump2al o monsier iynx. Not having
w rifla with w2, T concarl~d I had
enoigh  partrldge and mad=2 tracks
for cafnp. I am still en}sying superb
health, ready to eat any time of the
day. I think its owing to my whis-
kers. They ar> getting se long now
thag I reauire plenty of grab to sus-
tain them. From Fort S8&mith our
next stop will be Fort Recolution, on
Great Slavo lake, ehout 20 mllcs
from lhere. We have bheen very for-
tunat>, and {f we can get our boat
through tho rapids botween Smith's
landing and Fort Smith, we shall e
all right, 1 don’t know when you
will get thls, so toll all my frionds
that when 1 gat in winter quarters
T will write them all goad long et~
ters and givo tham some idex of this
routwe. Anybody coming should have
o guide all the way from the Ianding
to Fort Providence. If wo hasl done
that we would have Dbeen across
Great Slave lake now."

The next letter was written from
Great Siave Lake Sept. 29. The writer
says: ‘“We arrived here about 11
a. m. The lake looms up botore us, hut
the wind is eo strong we thouglht
hest to walt untdl evening before cros-
sing over the baly to Fort Resolution,
which is o few mi'es nway. Sincemy
lagt letter we have pagsed Smith's
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landlng and Fort Smith, They are
only 16 miles apart, From the lund-
lng down ta Fort Smith I8 one con-
tinuation of rapids of the worst kind,
We had to take our boats out of the
water three timca, The tivet portage
we mucde we had to puck all our
gools uimost a mnile, then take our
bont out of the water and haul it
the same tlstance. Then we Joaded
up again and went a féw mlles aud
repeatea the dose, only instead we
took about twice as much, After
londing again we proceeded to what
is called the Mountadn portage. 1
don't think I shall ever f{orgot it. It's
like going from tlie Northern Paciflc
dock up the incline to the Yavilion,
then down again the sime distance.
It took twenty-five men to get the
boat over, or four days from Smith's
Landing to Fort Smith, We left Fort
Smith inst Saturday noon, the 25th,
Prom there hiere s 195 miles, The
river has been {ine all the way, not a
reek e be seen, It's 103 mi'es across
the lake to Fort Providence, whera I
wlll try to drop another letter for
you, Or the last 200 miles we have
seen any number of moose, bear,
geese, ducks and fish, We live lke
princes, with enormous appetites. 1
aever folt botter in my life, I think I
must weigh about twenty-five pounds
more. Tell Mr. Schoficld he couid
shoot game here to his heart’s con-
tent, Fisk Wte hocks without bLait,
aud clubs are about as good as guns
to klll ducks and geese, The weath-
er here to<dayy ou the shore of Great
Slave Lake 15 immense, I am now
Iving stretched on the grass, writing
this in my shirt sleeves, We have 0
Httle frost at night. but have not
scen auy lce yet, We may have to
e hiere a few dalys to cross the inks,
We wiil cross o the western end. and
then go down the Mackenze river.
I have not had a word of news &in~¢
T left. We arce pushing hard to get
Susf';"ns far as we can before it freezes
up,

——

Trasle Returns

Ottawa, Dec. 27— Trade and nav.~
gatlon returne will shortly be puk-
1shed by the customs departmen’.
Tley wiit eliow that on the whole ili°
fiecni year, 1806<7, was oue of aet v-
ity in Conadian trade. Our imvrovts
1caincd  abeut  stationary and the
revenue was lghtly less than for vie
,mevious year. There was a rsailw
factery exnpansion of exports.

The totai imports entered for con-
sumpt.on  were $111,294.021, a3 ag-
a nst $110.657,480 in  the vrecediug
yvear. The duty collected amountad to
219,801,977, a& aga'nit §20,219,037, a
decrease ol §327.040. The «x"ort
ninounted to $128.959,838, an -
crcase of $17,581,086. Tu2 average
rate of duty Is 17.8 per zent. on the
tota) imporis for con.umption, and 39
yer cent on the dutiable mporis,
which i~ about tho same droportion
as last year.

Gireoat Britain stiil romains Canada’s
best  cu tomer, but the preferent'al
tar ff has not brouzit about an  ln-
crease of Britt h imports. Tie growth
of imyorts from the United States has
been cousiderable, but the volume of
avporte  from  Great Britalu wa.
alrunker woefully. Durtng the year
thiere were cxported to the Statces.
Canadian jroducts to the vaiue of
243.901,48% a8 agan t $34,160.423
in 1805-6. Great Britain took of our
cxrorte $69,533,852, yet our Impovts
frone the old country were about $20,-
412,198, a decrcase of $3 567,554, oz
comrarct with the previous year,
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whilo from the States we mnported to
the volue of $61 649,041, an  Inorcas:
of §8,045,023 over our fmports of
United States products of the year
pefore. Upon the  total lmports  of
Rritis'. goods there was collected uty
to the amouat of $6,205,367, an aver-
ngl ratd 07 21 per cent.; upon vhe tolal
lwports from tho States the sum of
§8.147,075, an average rate ¢ but 13
rev cent., was collected.

‘I'he Public Accounts

Ottawa. Dec. 24.—~The public ac-
counts for the year euding June 30,
1897. have been bsued, The receipta
wepe $37.820,778  maul expenditures
S583.49,759, lemving o defieit  of
£319.9%1. e expewditare on  camtal
ace unt was $3,505,821, Of this am-
ount £2,539,200 was exspetded on rail-
ways qud canals, as fodouws: Interco-
lonial. $149,112; Antapulis and Digby,
£41,457; Luchine caal, $282,052; Ot-
tuwn river wourks, §1,9080 Rdean can-
al, §10,702, St. Lawrence river canal,
$1,335,520; Saule Ste, Marle canal,
$209,561, Prent canal, $466,577; Wel-
land canal. §2,284, Qhere was expend-
ed un public works $129,237, distribut-
el as follows: River St. Lawrence,
£104,808: Collingwood harbor, $3;
Ruiny River, £5,2035; Port Arthur har-
bor, $9,096; Nanaimou harbor, $7,625.
Che Canadian Paclfic railway was paid
§1.4,054.  Subsidies  amounting  to
$416,955 were paid to the [ollowing
raliways, atlantic and Northwesteru,
$186,600, Cume.lan Pacifie, $52,000;
Cap de in Madelelne, 37,1243 Gu.f
Sphore. §24,085; Irondale, Bancroft
and Ottawa $48,000; Lak ? Temis am-
fngue, 36,i76 Lotbinlere and licgan-
tic, £22,400, Montreal and Ottawa,
$32 006, Oaturio, Belmont and North-
eru, « 30,725, Unitel Counties, §2,700;
The amount at the credit of deposit-
ors in the saving banks at the close
ol the sear was $48934,975, an in-
crease over the previous year of $2.-
135,657, Dominion notts cirentation
tucreased by £1,945,881, The nett
debt was frcreased by £3 041,163 and
amount to $261,528596 at the end
of the year,

The average o' lnterest on the gross
debt was 3.20 per cent. against 3.23
per cent., whilst the net rate vas
278 per cent. agalust 2.8 per cent.
in the previous years.

Woliday Reminders
A handsowme calendar has ben re-
erived from D. K. McLarcn, mill fur-
nisher, Moutreal
Ho¥ilay numlers gotten up by

Norihwestern  Milbr Misncaypo'is,
hkave always Uton high-cass pro-
ductions. Th» 1897 haliday odition

has set a standard of exo-lence, hard
for even th~ Northwestern Miller to
improve upon. No holiday number is-
suxl in Americn can compare with it
as an example of all that is bist In
the art of printing. The Jitrary mat-
ter ton, Is of superior ordrr. There ave
a number of  appropriate stori~s
written for the nwmber. Tustrated
articles on British Corn and F.our
Trade as-oclatinns., the British Na-
tlonnl  Assoclation of DBakers and
Confectioners, Thn Breasd of Parls are
an Interesting  featurs. Newoastle,
Englangd, Is de-cribed and ilustrated.
A review of wmilling Iutercsts  for
thn year in Amarica assists in mak-
fnge up the letter press of a faultless
ealtion. Among many artistic adver-
tisments in the number is one of our
own Ogilvic Milling Company.



