TIHE

RITIC.

fhum\x. N. 5. SATURDAY, june 2o, 188,

e e -

TRADES-UNIOINS,

Trades-unions ar bitterly denounced by sume people who do not see
any accessity for such erganizations. ¢ the ather hand, we know of soma

cmployem of labor, of some manufacturers eapecialiy, that have not the Jhght- ¢

cst objection to these untons when they are properly managed.  If they be
occasionally mismanaged, and led into absurd extremes, it dues not fullow
that they ouglit to bn condemned 1n their entirety ; it mimply follows that
into them, as iuto all other things human, abuses aiv liable to creep. The
following very pertinent and scnsible remarks on this subject are fromy the
Bangor Induatrinl Jou=nal,—one of the bLest edited journals of its class
with which we are acquainte.] i—

* In these days of strikes and lockouts the query naturally arises—aAre
not trades-unmions failures? If we conline oursclves to certain points of
obscrvation the conviction is forced upon the mind that suclt is the case,
but probably a broader range of vision would show that while these indus.
trial combinations have their disadvantages, they also bave their advantages
and benefits.  In taking a philosopnical view of the situaticn the rights and
intercsts of the laboring man should be as carefully and conscientiously
considered as those of the employers,  No just or equitalile determination
of this much-vexed question car. be made, unless the natural rights of both
sides be taken into account.  From this broad position, trades-univns can-
not be faid to be useless or, in_the maiy, filurca,

“The right to combine for mutual protection is an inhercnt ripht.
Society itsclf, as at present constituted throuzhout the world, iz based upon
this principle.  The State i+ but a combination of individuals who )oin
hands under the form of law for the purpose of protecting each other's
interests and receiving protection.
necessatily wrong. A very strong cvidence of the correctness of this pro-

osition_may be seen in the combinations which employers themselves
indulge in frora time to time. These associations, formed of classes who
have a comnion intercst and a common peril, are founded in a necessity,
and, if properly conducted, are commend=ble. The troubly has been, and
pethaps ever will be, in the abusc of the power and advautage which arise
under such comhinations, Fire and water are useful clements when re-
strained under proper bounds—they are even indispensable elements, and
contribute more largely than any others to man's enjoyment and benefit—but
once let them obtain the mastery, and what do we see? On the one hand we
have fierce conflagraticas destroyiug the noblest works of man, on the other
we have the havoc and destruction which only the tornado and the flnod
can work. \Vith trades-unions we have also a great power for good—a
power alike beneficial to the workman and his employer—but this power
must 2nd should be controlled within reasonable limits ; otherwise, like fire
and water when unrestrained, it will work with most destructive influence.”
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EDUCATIONAL REFORM.

The rapid improvement which has been made in cducational mothods
during the last few years has led to the creation of a rather misleading
term—the “ New Xducation.” ]
teaching is new only in its widespread influence ; in its ongm, hike so
many apparently new things, it is very old.
the young ideas how to slwot," (he was both a teacher and a writer on
archery) in the t6th century, practised, or at leaat professed to pracuse,
certain methods which the advanced cducationalists of to-day are strugglng
to render gencral. The wave next struck Germany, bringing into promi-
pence the eminent names of Comenius, Ratich and Sturm.  In the 18th
century Rousscau’s ¢ Emile’ revived the movement, which was largely
helped on by Basedow and Pestalozzi. The last named is the greatest and
most remarkable of educational reformers. He became a school-master out of
pure philanthropy : he was extremely poor (of course he lived in the last
contury) ; he was himself almost uneducated, and knew nothing of the
experience of other teachers; he acquired a reputation for lack of know-
ledge, judgment, power of government, aud common sense.

‘The principles contended for by these educationalists are based upon
nature’s methods, They proceed from the concrete to the abstract, from
the known to the unknown ; they require the pupil to teach himself, the
teacher only directing bis movements ; they discountenance all coercion ;
they allow nothing to be committed to memory until it is understood.

Many of the greatest inventions have been made by men who could
never apply them well.  So it was with these reforms. Rousseau was not
a teacher, and Pestalozzt confessed to *“ an unrivalled incapacity to govem."
But the value of their ideas has been demonstrated by the experience of
practical men ; and it would be well if everyone who engages in the work
;)t: dc(:.iucation would base his practicc upon iae principles which they have
aid down.
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OUR FISHERIES.

In ten days time the fishery clauses in the treaty of Washington will
expire, in consequence of which Canadian fish-dealers will no longer enjoy
the free markets of the United States, and the American fishermen will be
detarred from the privilege of fishing within the threc-mile limits in Ca-
nadian waters.

To the fish-merchants of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick the free
access to the American market is ar. undoubted boon, and in the present
state of the West Indian trade the loss of this market cannot fail to be in-

Trades-unions gxr e, then, are not )

Now, the muvement in favor of ratonal |

Roger Ascham,.who * taught |

L ever, will be compensated in part by the inability of the American fisheruii
to provide fur the wants of the markets hitherto wupplicd by them ; and ay
these will be more directly under the control of our Canadian fish-mer-
chants we my find in the end our prezent loss prove a direct gain.

The cxelusion of the American fishermen frota our in-shore fisherics will
undoubtedly be advantagcous to those who are engaged in fishing alung our
coast, and it we are uble to securc permancat and remuncrative foreign
markets we shall in a measure hold a monopely of the trade, since the
American fishermen will nut be in a position to successfully cempete with
ue, The American market will be enlarged to the American fishermen, but
| tinca the catch will be much less than it has hitherto been the people of the
United States will no longer be able to purchase fish as chicaply as they have
hitherto done,

The revenue cutters aloug the American sea-board will prevent the
smuggling of Canadian fish into the United $tates, and ihcac should find
their counter-pait an the gun-boats to he placed along our coast to protect
our in-shore fisheries.  Brother Jonathan should remember that to him free
fish means free fisherice, and that the loss of the former to us means. the
loss of the latter to him.
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HERAT.

From time immemorial, Herat, which is frequently styled the “Hilt of
the Sword of Afghanistan,” has oceypied an important place in the world’s
history.

I;y the early dawn of civilization Herat was the acknowledged metropo-
lis of the Aryan poople, and for centuries it was occupied by the descend-
ants of Timur, and was regarded as onc of the most favored cities in
Central Asia.  The strategical position of Herat, has long caused it to be
a bone of centention among the surrounding tribes, and its preseat ruler has
experienced great difficulty in retaining his hold upon 1, o%ing to the dif-
ficulties of communication between Herat and the Capital. The city,
which contains a population of about twenty-five thousand, is situated in a
beautiful valley, formed by two spurs of the Hindoo Koosh Mountains,
This valley has been rendered exccedingly fruitful by a superb sysiem of
irrigation, it being estimated that the food supply now produced would find
about one hundred and fifty thousand persons, in addition to the present
native population. From Herat radiate the great caravan routes direct to
Kandahar, Cobul, Bokara, Suisten, Meshed, Merv and Khiva, to Kermon,
to Yegd, and to Ispahan. . .

The fortifications of Ierat, which arc of an 1mgosmg character, are
| nevertheless weak and insecure ; and it is doubtful whether under present

conditions the city could be successfully held for more than two days ogaiost
a well-cquipped foe, like Russiz. The citadel, which is 2 huge artificial
mound, two hundred and fifty foet in width at the base, and fity fect in
height, is surmounted Ly a wall twenty-five feet high and fourteen feet
thick at the base. 'The city, however, is dominated by high hills which ren-
der its present fortifications practically uscless. )

Tho position of Herat upon the frontier of Afghanistan, and in close
nroximity :o the boundaries of Persia and Tastary give to it an importance
from a military stand-point beyond that which it would otherwise have.
This the Russians have not been slow to realize, and their movements in
Central Asia have hitherto been guided by the strong desire to posscss so
| important & position ; as from Herat they can readily press forward to the

Persian Gulf. Herat would undaubtedly be a

much coveted port upon the t t
loss to the Ameer of Afghanistan, but its occupation by the Russians would
f the Brtish in India.
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in no wise endanger the possessions 0
GLADSTONE.

The acceptance by the Queen of the resignation of the Premier will no
doubt enable Mr. Gladstone to retire from public hife to enjoy that well-
camed peace and quict which he has g0 long coveted. Mr. Gladstone has,
during Yxis career of upwards of half a century, scen many reforms
carried into effect which mark the Britain of to-day as compared with that
of the early years of hung William IV. In the outsct of his public life
Gladstone was a most pronounced conservative, and though a somewiiat
young politician. he vigorously opposed the emancipation of the negroes in
the West Indies. His subsequent career proved him to be possessed of
more liberal views than he gavo promiso of in early life, and the peculiar
circumstances in which he was placed finally led him to throw in his lot
with the moderate liberal party of the kingdom. His wide-spread infiucnce
in Britain was due to his frcedom from the taint of political corruption,
rather than to hie administrative ability; and his record, though by no
means brilliant, i4 one of which any jonest man might well feel proud. His
successar in office, Lord Salisbury, will find it difficult to frame a domestic
and foreign policy that will be scceptable to the people’s representatives.
With Ireland in semi-rebellion, the Soudan given up to the plundering
hordes of the Mahdi, and the Russians threatening British supremacy in
Porsia sad Afghanistan, Lord Salisbury will indeed renuire a more than
average amount of foresight and sagacity, if he wouly rclizve the nation
from the vexatious complications of to-day, and again place her in her
proper position in the vanguard of civilization.
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The condition of trade in Halifax at the present time is such as w
cause serious forebodings as to the prospects of our becoming a great
commercial centre.  Would it not be well for our business men to follow
the exomple set them by Lunenburg and Lockeport in fitting out 2 ficet to

jurious to the fishing interests of the Maritime Provicces. This loss, how-

engage in the baak fisheries,



