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NOTES.

Let the belis ring out their merry, merry peals, and let the joyous spirit
of the happy Chrisumas time have free play  Christmis comss bat onc: a

year and all shou'd enjoy to the full the relief from care which its projer
observance alone iusures.

This is a season when *‘That great object of universal devotion, the
almighty dollar,” can be turned to good account. One dollar judiciously
expended may brighten the Christmas in a home which otherwise might be
dull, cheerless, and poverty pincied. Deposits in umnity’s Bank are
safe investments, sure 10 vield a handsome return.

. To-morrow the absent ones, the sons and daughters, the brothers and
sisters, scattered far and wide in distant climes. will be remembered by those
who still gather around the old fireside;their places will be vacant and their
well-known faces missed, but for each and cvery absent one there will be a
kindly wish, a warii remembrance, and a silent prayer

Montreal has an army of travellers coastantly in the ficld drumming up
business for the enterprising firms which hav: their headquarters in that
city. 16oo travelling agents are, to use the phraseology of the fraternity,
constanlly “on the road,” and through them Montreal maintains ner
supremacy as the chief distributing centre in the Dominion.

The dangers of the decp are indecu great, but modern navigators have
to face a new peril in the lability to collisions with derelicts, hundreds of
which arc afloat in the highway of commerce between Europe and America.
It has becn suggested wat the sinking of these abanduncd vessels wouald
afford exczllent praciice f.r the torpedo boats of the day, while the hunting

of them would give their crews an cxperience that cau never be gained in
port.

Mr. Roswell Fisher, who is a man of means, is advocating covperative
house-keeing in Montreal.  He belicves that with a ccmmon kitchen, a
common laundry, a common staircase, and a common janitur and servants,
several familics might live under the same roof and crjoy for a comparatively
limited expeaditure ali the comforts and luxunes of modern socicty. The
idea may present nsclf favorabiy to those who have no desite to preserve
family individuality or who have groan weary of the tnais and vexations of
h_ox_xs.ckccpu-g, but it appears sirange that this outcome of our higher
Cwvilization should in reality be notlung more than the primitive mude of
living adopted by some of the lowest tribes of savages.

The French Government is testing a ncw mitraillense which weighs
only 3% pounds and discharges Goo bullets a minute.

Since the loss of her American eolonies, $,min has become a second if
not a third-rate pawer, but the present Cottes or Patliiment is not willing to
have her occupy the position of an efiete State,  $.45.000,000 is to be
expended in the construction of fast cruisers and torpedo boats, and with
this increasc to her navy, Spain may again beeome wae of the great powers
of western Furope. '

Branches of the Imperial Federation league are now being formed in all
the principal cities and towns throughout Gireat Britain and her colonies ;
and these organizations are diffusing a wider knowledge of the aims of the
League, and a more correct idea of the scope which their name signifies.
Halifax is now to have its branch of the League, and ere long flourishing
branches will be established in the more enterprising of our Provincial towns.

The British press has beeu doing goad work during the past few months
in disseminating information with respect to this country, but it is unfortu-
nately true that the journalists, who have been devoting so mnch atiention to
the Domipior, poseess but a meugre knowledge of our resources, and hence
the informativn which they give their readers is not infrequently misleading.
This is not surprising when we remember that the London “ Times” and
other newspapers derive their facts respecting the Dominion from American
sources, which are somewhat apt to be colored.

‘The adoption of standard time would, it was predicted, prevent annoy-
ing delays and mistakes being made by those who are obliged to travel by
railcar and steamboay; but, as a matter of fact, e intraduction of standard
time Las added a new difficully to thase who are not theroughly posted,
as the traveller has now to familiarize himsell with local standard time,
castern standard time and the :ctual time observed in the city or town
which he is visiting. Standard time may be a_convenicnce to the railway
authoritics, but 1o the travelling pubic it is an intolerable nuisanc:

In the United States the question astn what is 1o be done with the
Indians, is still one of greatimportance. Bishop Whipple, who is a recog-
nized auwthority in matters pertaining 10 the welfare of the red man, believes
the only solution 10 the question is in the abolitisn of tribal reserves and
the distribution of property among Indian families : in other words he
believes that the individual ownership of land will raise the Indian from a
semi-independent 10 a seif-dependent position.  ilenry Geotge asserts that
indwadual ownersep of iand 1 the greatest evil in modern times,  Bishop
Whipple should endeavor 10 cunvert the author of - Progress and Poverty.”

We yet require fiftcen new railways in this Province, in order that our
people should have first class railway facilitics.  These are the missing links
between Anpapobs and Digby, a road frowm Shelburne to Anaapolis and
another from Laverpool to the same place, thus making old Port Royal an
important railway centre.  The Nova Scoua Central will have to be com-
pleted and the proposed road from Berwick to Kingsport constructed. Then
there are the Muzquodobuit and Stewiacke vailey ratiway; the Londonderry
and Parisboro road: the Joggins and Advocue Harhor line; the North shore
air line ; the Pictou branch and the Guysboro road.  In addition there are
the Cape Dreton Central, the Port Hood hpe and the Baddeck and Marga-
rec railway.  If this bill of fare is not long enough, Barrington, Lockeport,
Port Medway, Goldenville, and St. Peters may put in their claims.  This is
a railway age and he who would be a success in politics caanot afford to
ignore this fact.
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CHRISTMAS.

Christmas Day is the most thorough'y enjuyed, most wide:  clebrated,
and most beloved of all anniversaries. Ewver since the year 13%, the whole
Christian world has onthis day, by j.sful iome jatlhiarings, by time honored
festivitics, by increased ciforts towaids peace oo cantly, goud will to men,
kept in hallowed remembrance the first dawning of the zun o f divilization
and Christianity. Every Christian land, neatly <oy district of every
Christian Jand, has devcloped svine vaditional fora of crjoyment for this
gladdening, hear. warming season.  In the old world opedially, the proper
soil for peculiar local customs and traditions, wany are the curious and
intevesting forms of Christmas-keeping. In Italy, during the last days
before Christmas, the Calabitian minsticis cumne d,wn from their mountains
and make a pilgrimage o Rome or Naples, salutiig the numerous figures
of the Virgin along thair way, to cheer her for the event which Christmas
commemotates.  In the Trotestant coantrics of N.thorn Europe, the day
has come tu be regarded as the children’s own fostival.  Our beluved, mys-
terious Santa Claus is only aa imazined substiate £ 1 the real, substantia?
German Knecht Rupert, who actually dues the wosk at t' e request of the
parents.  In some small villages of Germany t.e piesents interded for all
the children are sent tha certain petsun, why, in lung flaxen wiz, high hus-
kins, mask, and white robe, calls at the door of cach peasant, inquires into




