4+

THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW.

Mar 11

Crown Point. Asadvicos had been received
at Queboee that an ox{:edition to act against
that aty would probably sml from England
onrly in the season, owrders had been trans.
mitted to Bourlamaque that in the ovent of
an advance on his position m force by the
British he was not to risk the troops under
his commuand in a foolish attempt to dofend
untenablo fortifications nov incur tho dangor
of the luss of a force which could not bo re.
placed, but ag once destroy tho fortifications
and fall back on Isle au Noix on the Riche-
liou, as tho next best dofensive position,
In compact order, with all the care and
judgment which General Amherst's habitual
caution sn-om ted, the forinudable armament
provided by Ins energy marched from Fort
Ldward on the 25th June, and on the evening
of the same Jday encamped on the shores of
Lako Georgo; on the 22nd, with tho assis-
tance of Colonel Montressor, his Chief Engi-
neor, ho traced out the ground on which
Fort Gicorgo was subsequently erected.
Owing to the difliculty experienced in trans.
porting material over the portage between
Fort Edward and Lake George, it was tho
21st of July before the army could embark.
On the 22nd a lnndin[i' was safely effected at
the Narrows near the landing place formerly
used by Abercrombio's forco the previous
year. The advanced guard, after a small
skirmish, drove 1n the French outpost and
captured some prisoners. Tlus was all the op
position encountored on the march to the Saw
Mills, where the troops halted for the night;
having secured that post, he advanced to-
wards the enemy’s lines next mornmng on
which the French abnndoned them and fell
back towards the fort syhich now opened a
brisk cannonade, useless as far as 1ts wjun-
ous effects were concerned. In the centre
of these lines the French had erected 2 large
cross, beforo this was sunk a deep pt, =
brass plate was attached to the cross a1 «* on
1t this inscription was engraved .— Pone pran-
ciples corum sicut Urch el Zeb ct Zebee et Zal
manaa.

$%Tho lines being occupied the approaches
to tho Forts were uncovered and Amherst
was enabled to send off the New Hampshire
regiment toreinforce the garrison at Oswego,
a fort which Prideaux had it in chargo to re-
establish before any advance should be
made on Niagara—tlus was characteristic—
illustrating the cautious character of the
British General—which also gave rise to a
shrewd Yankeo joke to the effect that * Am.
herst would not move from the head of Lake
Georgo till every man in his army had built
a blockhouse for his own personal secunty.”
In the meantime Bourlamague made all
necessary preparations to evacuate the fort-
ress: on the 23rd he withdrew all his force
oxcept 400 men and then having made all
needful preparations raetired on the 26th,
first laying o train to the magazine by the
oxplosion of which 2 portion of the works
were ruined. It was immediately occupied
by the English and the works restored by
General Amherst’s directions. Col. Roger
Townshend and 15 men were killed and 50
wounded injthe operation which led to the
fall of Ticonderoga.

Having detached & party on the lst of
August under Major Rogers towards Crown
Point, ho recetved intelligenco from that
officer on the 4th that the French had evacu.
ated that Fort, possession accordiagly tas
taken of 1t and a new fort was traced out by
Lieut. Colonel Eryes. It was now ascer-
tained that Bourlamaque with 3,500 men and
a large train of artillery had fallen back on
the fortifications of the lsle aux Noix on the
lver Richelien, by which the surplus waters
of Lakes George and Champlaio are drained

into tho St. Lawrence. Tho French had in
addition an armament on Lake Chumnplain
consisting of four largo vesscls heavily arm-
od and woll manned, )
Ambherst’s .plan of operations always in-
volved tho permanent retention of his con-
q‘tilost, and thorefore on the acquisitiown of
conderoga, in order to obtain a nav.l su.
remacy on the Lako, ho had dirccted the
uilding of & Lrigantine by Captain Loring,
his naval constructor; ho now ordered him
to add 'a sloop of 16 guns, to which a floating

battery or raft was ndded designed to carry |

6 guns; on the 11th Octobor tho whole of
the flotilla was ready for sea but, owing to
heavy goles from the northward, it was fom_x;l
impossiblo to carry the troops to their des-
tination, and on the 21st Ooctober the force
returned to Crown Point was dispersed into
winter quarters or employed in opening
roads from Ticonderoga to Massachusotts
and New Hampshire. Major Rogers and 200
men had been detached against the Indians
of St. Francois, which village he occupied on
the morning of the 5th November, in reprisal
for their repeated acts of barbarity; he kill.
ed over 200 men, burned every house in the
villago, but, learning from bis prisoners that
his retrent by way of Champlain would be
prevented, ho determined to fall back on &
post known as No. 4, on the Connecticut
1iver, and accordingly marched his detach-
ment that route for eight days till, at the
Memphremagog lake, his provisions being
exbausted he divided it into small parties
giving a guide to each, withorders to rendez-
vous at the junction of Amansook and Con-
necticut Ittvers as he oxpected to be met by
n supply of provisions at that point; after
fearful sufferings the survivors reached that
point on the Tth November. Previous to
placing the troops n winter quarters the
flotilla had captured and destroyed three out
of the four vessels comnposing the French
naval force on Lake Champlain.

The expedition against Niagara was com-
manded by Brigadier General. Prideaux, and
marched from Schenectady on the 20th of
May; it consistad of 3,500 soldiers, a detach-
ment of Royal Artillery and 1,500 Indians.
the latter under the command of Sir William
Johnson. The garrison of the fortress had
been reinforced by Captain Pouchet of the
Regiment of Bearne with 3U0 men early in
Spring, the works were by no means com
pleteg. On the arrival of the troops at Os-
wego General Prudeaux advised Colonel
Haldimand to remain and erect & tenablo
Fory, at that post. On the 1st of Juiy the
troops wero embarked and landed six miles
east of Niagara without opposition. This
Fort required no great labor to invest it,
being situated on a narrow peninsula. Hav-
ing opened a communication with the River
no time was lost in erecting batteries and
pushing forward regular approaches. On
tho 19th July General Prideaux was killed
by a fragment of a shell from one of his own
mortars, through the carlessness of the gun-
ner, 1t burst as it left the mouth of the co-
horn. General Amherst was atonce adyised
of tms acudent and sent Brigadier Ghée to
succeed him, with instructions to attack
Presentation, (Ugdensburg) La Galetta and

Fort Lew: at tho head of *ue Long Sault

Rapids, and clear the St. Lawrence generally
to 510 head of Lake St. Francis, Unfortunate

1y this officer was notorious for procrastina-
tionfand indecision as well as vbstinacy, qual-
1ties belonging to an impovernshed mntellect
andimperfecteducation, whichcosthis coun-

tra dezrly at a futuro day; on this occasion |

there was no departure from his usual halits
but the work winch Le was detailed to fimsh
was well and thoroughly completed Lefore
his arrival.

Sir W, Johnson, ns tho senior officor,
succeeded ad inferim, t> the command of
tho forces boforo Ningara, on the deuath of
Gencral Prideaux, and pushed the seigo
with the energy and dotermination of lus
chwracter, his poworful control of the In
dinps, placing advantages within his reach
totally unattainable by any othor office:.
Ho was early apprised that the garyisons of
Detroit, Presqueile, Venango, and LeBotf
wero being doncentrated at the head of the
M&)(x_dn‘nboyo Niagara, with the dosign of
miking an altack on the British resr; while
the garrison of the fort, by n vigorous sortic,
occupied tho attentibn of their front. Al
ways.propared fot bbid measures, Johnson'«
resolution was at onco formed to march out
of his lines, leaving a sufficient forco to pre
vent the sortie, and give batlle to the ad
vanang French. On the evening of the
23rd he was informed that they were en
camped within six miles of tho fortress, and
on tho 24th he marched out early in the
morning to a position midway botween tho
fort and Niagara Falls—all communications
between tho fort and the advaneing coluinns
weroe effectually provented by tho Indians.
‘The French force, to the number of 1,200
men, wero under the command of M.
D’Aubrey, and were supported by a nume.
rous body of Indians, fully 1,000 men, The
road ran along the top of the cliffs over the
Niegara river, and, from the difficulties
presented by the ground, little opportus,
1ty for preliminary manceuvres was atforded,
The regulars attacked in front, and the
English Indian auxillaries having gaineu
thaonly exposed flank of their apponents,
drove back the French auxiilaries, and
gained their rear. A furious charge of the
British under 8ir William Johnson, swept
the whole column, already shaken by the
defection of the Indians, so that they
broke, dispersed, and were hunted down
with merciless slaughter, leaving in the
hands of the conquerors D’ Aubrey, Ligveris,
Chabaot, and other officers, and four-fifths
of their whole force killed, wounded or
prisoners; the remainder joined M. de
Rockieblave, who had be. n left in charge of
the boats at the foot of Loke Erio with 150
men, who retreated to Detroit on learning
the results of the action. As the event of
the battle was decisive, and the works of
the fort in rums, M. Pouchot capitulated
on the 25th of July, the garrison being
prisoners of war. The whole loss during
the battla and siege did not amount to 150
men, on the part of the DBritish, while the
loss of the gawrison was also small, nearly
600 men of all ranks surrendered.

Colone] Haldimand was attacked at 0Os
wego on the 5th of July by 1,600 soldiers
and 150 Indians, commanded by M. dc la
Corne, who made a most determined at
tempt to relieve Niagars, by destroying the
base of operations from which the supplies
for the siege weve furnished, but was beaten
off with loss. Brigadier General Staniwx
had bLeen directed to operate from Fuit
Pitt (du Quesne) against the forts botween
that post and Lake Erie, having detached
Colonel Bonquet for that service, after the
action of the 24th of July, that officer found
no difficulty m obtdining the surrender of
all these posts, 80 thet no fortress now
muined to the French West of La Prosenta
tionjexcopt Detroit, Michilimackinac, and
a fow unimportant places in Illinois, il
j the garrisons were cxposed to the danger of
{ perizhing, as all communications were_ cut
off by which they could receive provisions
1O the arrival of Brigadier General Gage at
Niagars, General Johnscn at once surrender
.cd o command of tho troops. As it was
yot early in the season, Amherst expected




