566 The Presbyterian Review,

MORAL INDIGNATION IN BIBLE STORY.

An outburat of moral indignation on occasion of flagrant wrong-
doing i ovidenco of a healthy moral condition, Its absonco on
such an occasion indicates an indifforonoe to moral destinations
found only inlives morally uneound. Ifa pooplearemovedtovigorous,
legitimate, resontment on the discovery of wrong doing, it may be
inferred that thoy are motaily healthy., If theyshow no rescntmoent
on euch a discovery the contrary may bo inferred: As tho infor-
mation was flashed over the continent a fow wooks ago that tho
ocitizone of New York had guocoeded in overthrowing a most unright-
oous civio government & ** thank God *’ burst from many a thank.
fal heart. Ior tho great uphonval was ovidonoe that tho mass of the
poople wero ready, whon tho occasion arosg, to exeré thomselves
with & migaty cnergy to overthrow unrighteousness, which readi-
noss went to show that tho heart of tho city was on the whole
morally soand. When it was made known, recontly, io the capitals
of Isurope that Turkish Boldiers bad massaored, in cold blood,
bands of inoflensive Armeniap Christinna there waa guch an expres-
gion of indignation, that tho excoutive at Constantinople, thought
it wiso to tako immediate steps to amond, as far as possible tho
wrong dono. This vigorous expression of fecling indicated a
healthy moral tone. Bhould the day over come whon such infor.
mation is received in calm indifference, when men can look apon
cruelty and oppregsion anmoved, thoy may well exert thomselves
who have the guod of them at heary, for shey may know that moral
decay i8 {ast eating away tho heart of thenations. Therefore wbile
is is to bo deplored that oocasion arises so frequently for she expres-
giow. of moral indigoation, it is & mattor for gratitude that as often
as it does arise, there is not wanting a strong and indignant dis-
approval. This speaks a moral condition full of hope for the fature,

Tho records of early times have prosorved impressive and
instructive instanoes of such moral upheavals. Of thoso found in
Biblo story, varheps the most improssive and i1astructive instance
ie that rocorded in the last throe chapters of the Book of Judges.
There are some leatures of the story told in those chaptera thatare
extremoly dark and saddening. The awtal orime of the guilty
rabble, the unrightoous folly of the tribe espousing tho canse of
thoso inhuman monsters, the great loss of hife going to desolate so
many hearts and homes, aro of this character. The conduot of the
cloven tribes, however, 18, on the whole eo worthy, and made so
prominens in tho narrative, that tho darker featunres of the story
largoly pass from view. 1n the mighty outburst of indignation
that moved tho tribes from north to south, from east to west there
is brought to light such & love for nightconsnesa and abhorrence of
ininuity, and snch & determinaticn to estavheh righievasnces and
overthrow iniquity that the forbidding features of tho story are
largely forgotten in admiration of a people endowed with such
moral vigor and capablo of such an outburst of moral indignation,

The story itsell 18 briefly told. 1o the town of Gibeah witkin
tho limits of Bonjamin the worthlesa rabble committed a horrible
orime. Representatives from the cloven tribes demsnded the
punishments of the guilty: Gibeah and the entire tribe of Benjamin
cspoused tho canso of tho soonsed, and refused to deliver thom up
to jostice. Tho rerrosentatives of tho elevon tribes supported by a
largo army onlisted from all parts of tho land between Dan and
Beereheba, between Gilead and the west proceoded to enforce their
demands, Tho result was that the guilty aud thoeo assosiated with
them were severely punished, but at & fearfal cost. Thousands of
lives wero sacrificed and thoueands of homes made degolate. The
cost howover was not too great. Iniguity for the timo being was
overthrown. Tho good namo of the nation was kept untarnished
and tho fature of the nation was moro clearly seen to bo secure.
For ono thing is certain that a pooplo capablo of solf sacrificing
cfforts in behall of nighteousncss, such as tho eleven tribes pat
fortb at this time, will write their namo with o pen of iron in tho
annals of the eations and will prove themsclves ono of the mighty
forces that go to ovolva the history of tho world.

To givo the aleven tribes all sho credis doo on the ocoasion it ia
ncoossary {0 givo special prominenos $o somo foatares of the story.
Ol thesa the following may bo noted s (a) tho particsegainst whom
tho crime was commitied and tho partios ponisbed for ths orimo,
Tho partics injured by the orime were in a low social condition,
perhaps tho lowest in the land. A oconoubine was more a servant
than a wife. In demanding the punishment of tho wrong doers in
1ho oaso it was mado to appoar that 1eracel was dotermined 4o sacara
justioo oven for tho most lowly. In so doing the people ware acting
ppona principle which is tho bonet of tho highest modeyn civiliza.

tion, viz., that all are oqual bofors the law. Nor is it to bs ovor.
looked that the party most seriously wronged was no more lowly
than unworthy. This faot makes it appear that Israel wan bent
upun seouring justioo even for tho unwortby, A determination
before which even our modern goues of justico may lose much of
its self complacenoy. As to tho parties punishoed they were a tribe
in Xaraol. 'The eloven tribes regard them as brothers. They opeak
of thom as their brothors. This ehowas that their indigoation was
freo Irom hatred and tho spirit of rovengo, but wasg akin to tha
storn impartial rightoousnese of tho justico who passes sentence
npon his dearest friend,

(6) Tho nature of tho orimo that arcused the righteous die.
pleasuro of tho pooplo is not to be overlooked. It nasbeon well and
frequently eaid that the moral condition of a people can be inferred,
if it be known upon what siug they visit their hottesb displengure.
It is o woll-known fact that nmwsny peoples low in the moral scale
who sin agrinst chastity recgive “ut slight disapproval. whilo many
of those of high moral developmentit orfends the moral sense almost
more than any other sin. Binco it was a flagrant sin of this sort
that made such an upheaval in Israel at this time, we aro justified
in saying that the moral condition of that primitive people oom.
pares very favorably with that of mapy communities in oivilized
lends of modern times,

(c) The manner in which the cleven tribes restrained and guided
their feelings in the matter goss to evidence still farther their
moral worth. The most iroportant fact in this conneotion, is their
ready submission to divine gnidance. They asked for and receivoed
instruotion from heaven in regard ¢o their daty in themattar. To
the ganidanoce of this instruction they submitted the impulses that
surged within. Too frequently it is the case that feelings alin to
those that moved Israel, through tho absence of & wise guiding
hand spond themselves in fraitless, evenin destructiveeoffrt. This
is the case, usually, when an indignant people take the law into
their own hands., Israel was saved Irom such unreassured effort
by submitting themselven to the divine #ill rovealed tothem. Their
examplo in this regard may well be emulated by all people in the
hour of righteous indignation. Nor is it to be forgotten that tho
eleven tribes mado a full inquiry into the oharges lodged againsh
the acouscd, giving them ample opportunity to make what defence
they counld. 1t1s also only just to add that there was nc desirs on
their part to punish the innocent with $he guilty. It was only
when ths tribo of Benjamin identified themsslves with the orimi-
pals by etpousing sheir oanse that the other tribes procecsded to
deal with them in o hostile manner.

Thaus it is seon that the conduot of Israel on this occasion wag
thorongbly worthy, that the moze it is brought into the light of
day the moro worshy it appears to be. It revealed a moral condi-
tion on tha wholo eo healtby and vigorous as to makeit cextnin that
the nation would be hesrd from {n the inture history of the world,
1t moreover shows that God's treatment of Isracl had developed a
moral worth even in these early simes that in gome respoots cannot
bo excelled by modern Christian civilization,

What the Bible Can Do.

4 To seo how great tho contrast is botwoeen what the Bible and
what other literature oan do in shaping human character,it ir .aly
neoossary to turn from the Rubaiyat of Omar Ehayyam to the book
of Psalms, and then compare the social and political apirit of Parsia
with the social and political epirit of America. The inextinguish.
ablo sadness of ife wokoe in Omar nothing more than that deflans
despair, that bitter lamontation, that recklezs sensuality which
oxpress themeelves in the exquisito numbars of his undying work,
Ais vorses sound over and over again the death knell of haman life
and hope, and ont tho sinews of human effort. In them alternate
tho delirium ¢! frantio passion and theapathy of eatiety or despair,
The Pzalter on the othor hand, that manuel of saints and maxtyrs,
strikos in o hundred koya tho note of resignation, confidenco in
God and horoio optimism, This hand-book of caints is also the
hand-book of heroos. It contrins such gongs a3 rouso nationgto s
consciousness of life's noblencss and greatness; vongs which bring
God near to the hearth and to tho lorom,”

I can readily oonosive why $ho Biblo waa ona of the four books
which always lay on Byron's fabls, and it wounld ba casy to fill a
1octure with the testimonies, writlan or unvwritien, which paintars,
soulptors, orators, and pocts have rendersd to the most thonght.
puggesiing bocok in the world.—J., Hamillon.
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