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to unite the Atlantic and Pacific? Wil it make it
casicr to dig the soil and to blast the rocks? Who
will enlighten us on this subject ?

THE question of Sunday excursions has been agita-
ting the people of Norwich, Conn. The Rev. Leonard
Woolsey Bacon sct the ball roling. He scems to
have bLeen successful in accomphshing something.
We judge that it must be so because we learn that the
oppunents of the Sunday law have befn trying to do
him injury. They plastered his house with mortar,
on acertain occasion. Mr. Bacon is not the man to
be daunted by such exhibitions of spite, and we think
that he is pretty well supported by the good citizens
of his town.

ev——

THE Protestant clergy in Rome, Italy, are moving
for a better observance of Sunday.

OUR Scotch Congregational friends are exercised
over some recent seccssions from their Union. They
scem to be unable to agree as to the cause. One
writer claims that the teaching in the Theological
Hall has something to do with them. Another attri-
butes them partly to the coldness and crotchetiness
and stercotypedness and pride of some of the churches.
We hope that no serious division will arise among our
Scotch brethren. But, possibly, there may be a little
too much conservatism about them. Ve understard
that the Evangelical Union :s somewhat broader and
more progressive.

‘THE Presbyterians in Ireland provide 228,239 sit-
tings and have 106,776 communicants.

TEN missionaries—-six of them women-—~were sent
to the East, week before last, by the American Board.

FATHER MACNAMARA, of the Independent lIrish
Catholic Church, New York city, has excommunicated
the Pope.

WE see that an old Canadian brother, the Rev.
Richard Lewis, once of Belleville, has accepted a call
to the church in Grand Haven, Michigan.

\VE rejoice to see that our Amcrican friends have
. succeeded in forcing the Oneida Community to adopt

THE Evangelical Alliance of the city of Hamilton, | 3 jmportant reformation. This body has applied the
at its last monthly meeting, held on the 1st instant, principle of communism to everything, to marniage as
passed a resolution strongly condemning the Sunday | well as to business arrangements. The moral senti-
excursions which have afilicted the city and neigh- | ment of the American people has long felt itself out-
bourhood, and appointing a Committee to deal with 306 by the condition of things which existed, and
the matter. some time ago a Committee was formed to inquire as
to what action should Ye taken in the case. Now,
Noyes, the leader of the Community, proposes to give
up the practice of free marriage, in “ deference to the
public sentiment which is rising agamnst it.” The
Community now will allow marriage, but will prefer
celibacy. The result which has now been reached
might have been reached years ago with a little energy
and interest on the part of a few prominent American
Christians.

IN Birmingham, England, the establishment pro-
vides church accommodation for 47,515 persons out
of a total of 343,787. And yet we hear such terms as
“ National Church” employed froin time to time,
The Episcopal Church is little more of a national
church than is the Established Presbyterian Church
of Scotland.

THE ¢ Christian Union ” gives a hint to its readers
in a recent number that there is nothing that answers . .
to the designation of *“the Congregational Church.” THERE should be some way of dealing with news-
We have thought that, even in our own churches, this | Paper men who bespatter with mud the names of
fact was sometimes forgotien, or, possibly, some breth- worthy men. T h(_:rc isa class of men connccted with
ren whose acquaintance with Congregatuonalism has the press who dc"S!“ n laying 1‘01(.1 _°f any rumour
not been long, have never been aware of it. derogatory o a Christian man, and it is all the better
to them if he happens te be a prominent minister. Dr.

THE mussionancs of the London Missionary So- ']oscph P. Thompsun, once of the Broadway Taber-
ciety in Madagascar publish annually a magazine un-  nacle, New York, now of Berlin,is the latest victim
der the title “‘The Autananarivo Annual and Mada. ;that we have heard of.  An American newspaper—a
gascar Magazine.” It gives a great deal of inforna- |Wcstem anc, we believe—published a story that, on
tion about the topography and productions of Mada-,tac face of it, was false and absurd, and then other
gascar, and the language, customs, traditions and | journals --not many, and none of any respectability--
religious beliefs of the people.  The present eduior 15 did thcir best to sgread it, with theic mean, contempti-
the Rev. G. Cousins. : ble comments attached. It looks as if no man was
safe in these days. A reputation may be whispered

THE whole philosophy of the liquor traffic was ex- away in a day at the whim or caprice or malice of any
plained a few days ago when at a liquor trial an irate | miscreant who can wield a pen. It is time that some-
dealer broke out as follows : ¢ Judge, there’s no use Ilhin,g were done.

Just as long as
there is cight cents profit on a ten cent drink, vum
will be sold, and no one can stop it.” ‘The love of)
moncy is the root of this “gigantic crime of crimes.” |

blessing is worth anything.  What can 1t do anyway |

' E GT'ETH MORE GRACE.
By DK. “'T"l UMER,

That is good news, [ do not know that 1 ever
' heard Letter.  His giving great grace at first does not
fcxlmu:.t His loving kindness. It is rather a pledge
| that He will go on to do still more abundantly. We
: marvel to see a noble and virtuous prince marrying a
tpoor damsel. ‘T'hat is condescension.  But we mar-
l'vel not to find thit after he marries her he treats her
like a queen. The Lord loved us, even when we were
lost; how much more shall we be blessed of Him
| when we have been accepted in the Beloved ! 1 know
no stronger or fairer reasoning than that.

Even a little grace is a great thing. It is so rich
and valuable that God never puts it into any but ves-
sels of mercy. It is so excellent that whoever has
grace has the promise of glory, if 1 understand the
prophet, (Psalm Ixxxiv. 1.) Grace leads to glory as
certainly as sin leads to misery.

The apostle says the Lord gives grace to the hum-
ble. The proud 1efuse grace. They think they are
good enough, and can do without it. Itiswithempty
pitchers that we must draw water from the wells of
salvation. The Lord knoweth the proud afar off.
The reason why those who have grace have not more
grace is, becausc they do not sufficiently humble
themselves under the might hand of God. O, poor
humanity !

The grace we have to-day is seldom, if ever enough
for to-morrow. We, therefore, need a constant in-
crease. Fresh supplies of food are daily needed by
the healthy labourer. It is a great thing for a saint
to gain one victc-y. That shows him that, by God’s
grace, he can overcome. But David's slaying of the
lion ard the bear did not make him victorious over
.Geliath. It was God who gave him the victory in
each case. Himself said so. But kis experience asa
shepherd-boy encouraged him when he met the pride
of Philistia.

One of our great errors is that we are satisfied with
a litle. God warns us on this point. “1 am the
Lord thy God, which brought thee out of the land of
Egypt: open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it.” “Y
have done great things for you already: look to me,
and I will do more for you. We are rot straitened
in God, but in our own compassions. O that our
hearts were enlarged! We need full salvation, and it
is provided. Let us come and drink aburdantly.

He gives more grace when we needu.  Dying grace
is not given to the living. To fight weil 18 uiien our
highest duty. To exult in God through Christ, will
be a blessed privilege indeed; but the spoils come
after the batile. Harvest is preceded by ploughing
and sowing. Peace will come soon enough, and will
last long encugh.

But let us never rest satisfied with past attainments.
The secret of Paul's great growth is told us by him-
self. “Not as though 1 had already attained, either
were already perfect ; but I follow after, if that 1 may
apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of
Jesus Christ. . . . 1 press toward the mark for the
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”
Weilington did not think his work done till after the
affair at Waterloo. Our work will not be done till we
get our crown. )

We need, and to the last shall nced more grace,
Whateser convinces us of our need is good for us, and
it is a great thing to know that we are poor, if we only

' may lay hold of the unsearchable riches of Christ. It

is a blessed thing to know our misery, if we are but
led 10 find solace in Christ. Noneever gets the linen
white and clean who esteems his own righteousness as
anything but filthy rags.

We may confidently trust Him for more grace, be-



