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Trolley Versus Steam Roads.

We made mention some time ago of the fact that the steam roads
n Connecticut were wakirg up to the extent of the travel they arfa
osing through the extensions of the electric roads, and-were cndea}:-
Oring to retain their grasp on this local traffic by an appeal to the
legislature. Such a course would appear ridiculous anywhere but in
Connecticut, but as it is annually charged that the Consolidated road
has for many years owned the legislature and the best portion of the
State, such action on their part was not to be wonde.r:‘:q at. They
claim they are giving the public all the traveling facilities thzlxt arg
Necessary, and on the ground of prior construction should be al’pyve_ .
all the benefits accruing therefrom. Their claim 'that their service is
Satisfactory is most thoroughly refuted in the falling off of traye’l im-
mediately upon the inauguration of other means of commumcaho:i
etween the flourishing towns within easy reach of each other, a:
the magnitude of this change of patronage may be gathergd from tMe
following figures, which are taken from the report of President J. L
Hall, of the Consolidated, at a recent hearing before t.he Raxlrfoa
Oommittee of the legislature. Mr. Hall reports the fall{ng ?ﬁol 50
per cent. of the regular traffic between Norwalkand Rowayt%n,a gss
of 80 per cent. between Bridgeport and Southport, 50 per cent. e&
tween New Haven and Woodmont, and between New Haven an
West Haven a loss of 70 per cent.; between Wallingford anc! Meriden
there is a difference of 30 per cent.; New Havenand Yglesw.l‘l‘(le comes
next with a loss of 45 per cent.; between Meriden and Y Q}BS\ l.te %l.(l(‘;e
18 a falling of go per cent.; hetween Waterbury and I\au‘gn. uck d5
Per cent., and between Southington and P]z}ntsv}!;le the el?gérxﬁerogrtz
ave gathered in all the traffic, as the New :/t;r;s:gf Ioop pe;‘
cent. This state-
ment, if it shows
the situation as it
really is, should
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the claim that the steam roads are furnishing,as they say they are
all the facilities required. The public are not slow to take advantage
of improved methods of rapid transit, and these figures prove con-
clusively that the electric roads are an improvement. While the action
of the railroad officials may be perfectly understood in the light of
these developments, and while they are undoubtedly justified in do-
ing all they can to retrieve such losses as are here indicated, it would
seem that not even the Connecticut Legislature would voluntarily be
guilty of throwing obstructions in the way of rapid transit facilities
which are so evidently appregiated by the traveling public. The fact
that between the towns of Naugatuck and Waterbury the sale of
tickets has fallen off at the rate of 7,000 per month ought to demoen-
strate to their satisfaction that the service of the steam roads was not
what it is claimed to be. There is considerable satisfaction to be cb.-
tained, on the other hand, by the managers of inter-urban electric
roads from the careful perusal of these figures, as it shows conclu-
sively the business that can be bui!t up between New England towns
by a satisfactory electric service,

Making Birch Oil.

The farmers of Connecticut have found a profitable side issue to
their farming in gathering birch saplings and branches for the birch-
oil distilleries that have been established in that State. There are
altogether about 10 brick mills or distilleries in this country, several
of which are located in Connecticut, and they have created such a
demand for the black orsugar brick thatall farmers owning woodlands
producing these trees cultivate them for the annual harvest of branch.-
es and saplings. Black birch flourishes in many parts ot the country,
and if properly attended to annual crops of the twigs and young
branches can be gathered without injuring the trees. \Vith the farm.
ers of Connecticut it has become a science and a study to gather the
crop without injuring the wood permanently.

The branches have to be gathered when bare of foliage, and they
must not measure more than two inches in diameter at the utmost to
to be saleable at the mills  As the young. saplings grow rapidly, the
farmers can produce crops very  easily by protecting the small
growths. The manufacturers of birch oil make a big profit, the oil
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THE TORONTO MACHINERY SUPPLY (0.

SPECIAL SALE OF MACHINERY.

We have no opposition in prices on the following : —1 4 h p. Doty Engine and
Boiler with all connections; 1 18 h.p. Plain Horizontal Engine and 30 h.p.
Boiler with all connections ; 1 12 h.p. Engine and Boiler on wheels.

The above have been thoroughly overhauled and are in fine condition.
also have a large stock of wood and iron working machines, new
and second-hand ; also a large quantity of 1” Steam

We

Pipe and Shafting: Burgains in all.

184 KING STREET WEST:
TORONTO.
A. J. LINDSAY, Manager.
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plants for compressing gasses and for use in chemical works,

SHERBROOKE, Que
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Duplex 12 x 18" Compound Condensing Steam Air Compresscr,
WITH HALSEY'S PATENT POSITIVE MOTION AIR VALVES.
We furnish a line of belt and steam actuated compressors for mechanical purposes in connection with manufacturing

breweries and other establishments where large bodies of

. liquids are to be moved.

Branches.—16 Victoria Sq., MONTREAL, 139 Hollis St., BALIFAX, N. 8., 632 fordovia St., VANCOUVER, B.C.



