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Corsnporany Oristess. into this breathing world still-born. It fulse, Thoe United Preshiyterinne do 4o

From the Edinburgh Eremny Post '“"f“].'l have l'c“'". regarded as simply ‘,]“'.“cce[“ the 00"'01‘-“‘30" of Fuith cither to )y

] eftusion of mortified vamty and abortive smme extent or in the rame sonee wsii,

It bos been no secret for sume time past yyukivion, and wonld have only excited pity Free Churchmen— especially with referene
that amongst certain members of the Free,yng contempt.  ‘To avoid this catastrophe, to the position and functions of the (i
and United Presbyterian Churches, an ““,d‘"‘ the reul authors of the wanifesto have care- Magistrate—uud this fact s so notorioys
caurrent wug in motion, for the ostensible tully screened themselves from public view,!that we can only wonder at the attempt th
purpese of bringing about a union of the 4p9 put forward only the names of niii'openly made to deny or ignure what con,
two dissenting bodies, but, us has been sus- " pover saw the document until they tutes so vast a difference between the pari.,
pected, with the veal object of separating qure nsked to afix their siguatures to it—1  There is anober allegation i e i)
from and isolating the domnnant leaders of yeaor nay. We are sure thut the Rev.'tesolution which is historically wntiu:, 4,
the Free Secession, who have inflicted into- ), Hunna, for instance, will bo able to in some respects. very fallacions— nam .
Jerublo insults upon those of their brethren verify this statement ; and we doubt not ¢ that both Churches maintuin with ¢
who have originated this singular, and per- hat T will. with equal candour, acknow- stendtastness und sineerity, the Lrent 3t
haps not unnatural movement. Dr Candlish ledge that the whole scheme was originally ples of non-intrucion and spiriival i
and the dictatoriul clique who form his im- planned and duly weighed and approved of dence, on bebhall oft which their futhers wn.
mediate followers, have long stood in Opel by his clerical brethuen defore u single lay tended with unflinching and self-raenifi, 1
direct nnmgonism_ to Dre Cunningham. Drofonner of cither Church was permitted to devotedness [t so huppens. however, 1, o
Begg, Dr Gutiivie, Dr Hauna, and mher\poruse or reqquested to sign the paper. The' while the » futhers” of 1he present race uf
prominent members of the Free Ch“r‘:h"luy memberse are merely acting as cat's-paws United Preshyterinns were ¢ seceding” fin
Several attempts, characterised by Ereal o the clerical concluve behind the scenes.'the Church of Seotland, the * fathens™
acerbity of feeling, have been wade to dis-|Plig is the trush — whatever it may be worth the existing Free Churchinen were devpred
p!acc the min_is(er of Free St George's from|__aud the truth shou'd be known, ‘members of the Establishment, wnd i,
his commanding position ; but, though t'or| We attach some importance to the circum themselves were its most zealous supportes
a time Ehey seemed to shake the ground giunces wo have just explained, because itjand advocates down to u very recent e,
under his feet, these efforts really left thefjg o0 imiprobable that, from the shape in Such reminiscences are at least awhward,
C]}‘W" and dexterous Doctor more ﬁ"'"l." O which the manifesto appears, many will'and scem to contradict in the most emphate
his legs than ever, rather increasing than supposo that the members of both Churches'manner the fraternal sentiments now «
diminishing the power and numbers of I"s';_'cnvmlly are parties 10 the ** Contemplated eagerly uadvanced. Tempora mutantur'
rupporters. It would appear, that Open| yUnion,” and thit the document iz backedl  The resolution is a glaring and shamle
assault having thus signally fuiled in carry- by a decided unanimity of sentiment amongSt aitempt to confound und bhuddle up all te
ing, or even weakening, the stronghold Or;those whom it most concerns.  Such i8 not istinctive principles and doctrines of 1
the Free leaders, the process of sap “"d_“he fact, however, and by und by we have'two bodics, It is admitted that the suls.
mioo has been resorted to, and a k"}‘l of fittle doubt that some remmkable res s, pors (or rather the clerical gentlemen ship
conspiracy has been ‘formt?d, whereby it lsl"m‘ai"g the very existence of these!hey represent) * entertained diffeient viess
ot B Gl Y Sl W ) T LS
: s 50rtito amulgamate parties whose professed P“n'lpursue in reference to the interestsof ve

of ecclesiastical exile. !9iplcs are, in many respects, cssentiliy|Church, and more especially on the questien
Such is the explanation which we hu\'e,"‘l'econc'lﬂble- of endowment—this point ought to be let
heard, and which we believe is currently! Tt is apporent that a great cffort has beenius a question of forbearance.” [a shost, o

entertamned, of the cause and origin of the|made to obtain a display of the highest and,is proposed that the members of these bodn
curious document elsewhere inserted under;most influential names umongst the laity of whatever they may deem to be their duy
the title * Contemplated Union between thejthe two dissenting Churches  The result;in the matter, shall just button their prpe
Free Church of Scotland and the United'is anything but overwhelming. The muster-; ples in their pockets, and do pothing. I
Presbyterian Church.”  ‘This manifesto hasjroll is fed off by a Marquess, an Eul, mndithis way, they neither «ffend nor tuake offence
naturally created a good deul of sensation|Buron, followed up by three Baronets, aiThe gicut principle of religious establsl-
amongst those who were not previously Glasgow eivic Kuight, two M. P's, and|ments and State endewments is to be s
aware of the drift of the parties to whom severs) inanutacturers and merchants, who|open question,” as one of no practical conse
we have alluded; to those who are well in-lhave taised themselves to the rank of land-{quence!  What then becomes of the Fre
formed of their spirit and objects it is but lords. The femainder of the names are no! Protesting Church of Scotland? Wber
a natural step in the course resolved upon,|doubt * respecruble,” but the array is notjare all its vaunted rights to assuwe et
to carry out the scheme alrcady wmatured. caleulated to impress the public with any hold the position of the real Church of
Its form and appearsnce, however, are cul-'deen seuse of the weight, dignity, eminence, Scotland 2 Must we suppose that all i
calated greaily to mislead and deecive.|or influence of the membership of the Free ink shed and pcper blotted on this subet
It professes to emanate exclusively from|Church and United Preshytetian hodies |were parts of a soleinn farce, never nett
certain Lay Members of the Free and United|The list, in fact, is almost as notable for the|to express any seriaus views or actual intet-
Presbyterian Churches, and is signed, solely 'names omiitted as for those included! 'tions on the part of those who went outdf
bv parties in that position. From thisit| We may pass by the first three resolutions|the Church with such noisy demonstratiors’
would seem —and the idea is studiously kept 'as pleonasms—sounding commonplaces, which| How can the Free Church, after threatenig
up throughout—that the clerical members aro ar easily accepted as propounded. Butjall mauner of pains and penalties againt
of the two bodies have bad nothing to dolthe fourth of the series contains one or two|those of its members who should datet
with We original suggestion, preparation. assertions which will excite general surprise)hold  Voluntary priuciples, consort
and promulgation of this sectarian progmm-lnt the audacity of their clerical enunciators |coalesce with the United Presbyterians, sto
me.  We are almost told in faet, that it is'Even the most ignorant laymen would not, repudiate the Establishment principle? Ti
entirely of lay manuficture. The policy of be justified in emitting such gross misstate- problem seems an impossible one, but it 2
putting such a fuce on the matter is obvi-lments. It is alleged that the Free and pears that it is to be got over by simp
ous; for if it had been plainly evident that United Presbyterian Churches are * both,looking away from it. We should thul
the whole movement was conccived and con- equally attached to the Preshyterian form of {that the act wi.l require pretty hard winkieg
cocted in the brains of certain Fiea Church|Church government, adhere to the samelin some quarters,

ecclesiastics, not the most distinguished for|standards of doctrine and discipline.” &ec.; The seventh resolution would appeatt
waight or talent, the affuir would have come‘Now, this latter assertion is most positively\be not 2 whit lcss fallacious than the twod
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