IN NOVA SCOTIA AND THE ‘ADJOINING PROVINCES.

thouglits for profitable reflaction and guid-
ance, .

We think it may be easily proved that, if a
Church is to be a living Church, ds God and
Christ design all churches should be, if its
members are to be living members, there
must be_ much more than the mere external
facts and circumstances now mentioned. ‘The
Church which fulfils its appointed function is
sometimes represented in Scripture as a tree
in the garden of God, and sometimes an army
in the service of ite divine Master. ‘These
comparisons may 8o far illustrate our aubject.
A strong, living, fruit-bearing tree wiil be
instinet with life'in all its branches. Anar-
‘my that is rveally to carry forward the stand-
ard.and the cause of Christ must be one where

=every heart is valiant, and the sentiment of
loyalty in every ‘breast is-deep andl true.
Leaves and boughs, and even ‘fruit, can be
simulated upon canvass in the scenery of a
stage, but it does not need the skill of the
gardener or hushandman to know that from
auch semblances of reality nothing-in'the har-
west.is borne to fill the garner or the store.
A skilful array of the colours and the attend-
ants -upon -an_army have been known to
frighten:artimidl foe,'but our adversary is not
80 easily appalled—our’fight is not so easily
fought. "We need, for ‘the Church’s conflict
and against the -Church’s enemy, to have ev-
ery arm strong, and every eys clear, and ev-
ery heart.true. In a word, if our Chureh is
to be a living Church, all its members must
realize, in the. whrmth ard strength of their
own spiritual sympathies, and the cordiality
of their individuul devotion to Christ, that
4or Him tkey desice to bear fruit, and carry
where they can the sword of His truth.

-It cannot .admit of reasonable doubt that
-all. members of the Christian Church have
sope duty assigned to them by God. God
sends no one.into the world without allotting
to them some trust, of whicn He gives them
the charge. In His arrangements, He makes
o, provision for moral supernumeraries or
spiritual sinecures. Each individual, howev-
er obscure.in position, however meanly gifted
with intellect, or .influeace, or wealth, has a
moral and spiritual talent fgiven for use.
-Hach has .a commission of one kind or ano-
ther, ofigreater importance or of less, to ex-
cecute., Our Lord’s. parable of the talents
~very clearly brings out this. In it He repre-
-sents. all.mankind. as embraced under three
~classes. ..One of them had *ten talents,”
another had ¢ five,” and another had * one.”
No man was without.talents, and no man was
excused-if-he did- not iaitnfully’. make use of
the talent which he had. The man with five
talents wag,not censured because he had not
-originally:ten. talents, but he was rewarded
because he used his five talents well. The
mar with one talent was not blame¢ because
.his original endowment was so small, but he
was. made amenable to the penalty he incur-
red by not using the talént he-had got. For
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Christ desired all men to know that every
man has a talent, and that the right use of
gxe(iir,taleng is a trust assigned to them by

od. " ‘
The same trath is more fully unfolded by
Paul.in the 12th chapter of the 1st Epistle to
to the Corinthians, The spostle gives an
enunciation of the different gifts that were
possessed by the early Church; and when he
has done 30, he goes on to apply what he had
to say by deducing and enforcing general ar-
guments and traths, The illustration he
employs is a very simple but a very apt one.
There are he says, many “ members” or parts
needed to make up a human body : there are
* the hand” “ the foot” “ the eye.” An eye
of itself would not make a body, no more
would an ear, no more would a hand; hut
eye, ear, hand, &c., when combined, make a
body ; and so, by parity of reasoning, is’it
with the Christian Church, It also is a'com-
plete body, but only coylet’e ia the union
and co-existence of its virious’ members or
parts. ‘This official or that is not the Church.
This constituent part or that is not the
Church. The minister is not the Church, the
office-earers are not the Church, the mem-
bers or adherents alone are not the Church,
but.the union of ministors, membeérs office-
bearers, adherents and in thei: several capa-
cities and relatious, constirutes the ‘Church.
Each constituent has its place, and éach is.
necessary in its place; and more, each’'re-
qgnires the preseuce of the other in’ its place
1o made the Church complete. With the ser-
vices and existerice of ‘none of the parts ¢an
a lively rightly “organized Churh” dispenise.
In the conjoined active efficient performance
by each of the functions assigned to it ‘does
the true life of thé whole consist. “The eye
cannot say to the hand, I have no néed of
thee; nor again the head to the feet, I have
no need of you,” for a healthy, liveiy, active,
human constitution has need of them all—
and so, too, is it with the Church. ‘The
union co-existence of the different parts com-
bine to form * the body,” while they yet, in
thir integrity and individuality, remain and
discharge every that devolves upon * mem-
bers in particular.” . :

And not only this. There is another truth
in the words and illustrations of the apostle
distinet from, yet strongly confirming, the
important truth we are endeavouring to es-
tablish. Tach member of the Church has an
importance all his own, and if he fail to ac-
quit him of the obligations imposed by the
potition he occupies, no other caa make good
the deficiency that by his shortcomings is
caused. A member of the Church, but occu-
pring no official place in it, for instance, may
say, “ I am'not, as ministers are, appointed
by God tostand upon the ¢ watch-towers,’ and
proclaim His truth and will. I do not, like
elders in the sanctuary, ¢ bear the vessels of
the Lord ; I have not, like deacons or mana-
gers of the Church, charge of the * ministrati-



