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THE NEW YEAR.

ST is niglit. A thlck mist deepens the shadow.
Wharflights tNwnkle making drkness;visible.

The sait sea air blows fre-li and strong. Crowds
hurry ta and fro. Ail lis ready. The great slip
casts of lier moorings, swings out laVa the
streamn, heads seaward, and drives on through
the glooni.

She la freighted withi humnan life tlîat secs not,
knows net, wliat la before 1V, the storm, and
tempest that may corne; and yet, seve the sad-
ness of partlng, there la hope and joy. Why
this? .Above the u'iknown rîses the known, the
knowledge, or beief, that the ship is stroag and
safe, that the officers and crew are capable and
faithf ni, and that they ivili bring lier safely ta
ber deslred haven.

The new year receives ft.s living 4 reight, drops
down with the tide and takes its trackless way.
Wlth It as with the shlp the.. i8 the kaown and
unknown, the parting teai, the song of joy.

What rnystery lies before us. Who can open
the book or loase the seals thereof, and rend la
advance the history of the comlng year ? Some
w.ho embark upon it in cornfort and luxury will
suifer want before the voyage la donc. Friend-
aghlp's rail will change. Loved ones will lie
taken, and hearts that sing wvill sigh. Health
wMl give place ta 8ickaeses. The bounding step
«will stiUl. Wearlsome days and nights are in
store for some wlio are nowv rejoicing la thecir
strength. Death too liaunts that vlsionless
future. Hîs arrows fiy thick and fast, and nover
miss thetr aim. Maay a voyage la eut short in
mld-ocean as over the taifrail a body drops. inta,
ite self-made grave. With how many lias thc
past year parted on the way 1 Wliat uaexpec-tcd
millilons wlll the New Year buxy ere It reaches
the end.

Ame any, or alla nsuecession, of these changes,
li store for me, as 1 read, ponder the past, peer
into the future, or join la the giadness af tIe
glad New Year, and echo answers-" year.le

But whule we know net what tIc year, or even
a day, may bring forth; while the uakaowa
seems to shroud ail la darkness, the knowa is

greater stili. Ib oversteps, surrounds, crnwraps,
thc unkcnown. 'We knoto blat God reigns, that
our Heavenly Fiather, ail mighty, ail kaowlag,
ail lovinz, lias that future in lis hands, that lb, is
but a part, mnysterlous though lb mnay seem, of
H.is ail wise plan. Yen. more, wve Icnow that
that future can bring nothing to us but the best
that our Heavenly Father's wvisdomn and love eau
devise and provide. Ile may send loss, bereave.
ment, sorrowv, sickness, death. R1e may cause
us bitter bears and pain, even as a truc earthly
parent is sometime-3 compcllcd ia falthfuiness
and love ta deny a child wliat lb, may wish and
cause lb disappointrnent or suiferiag, but His
loving kindacas wili lie noV takc frora us nor
suifer Ris faithfulness ta fail. He who witheld
flot lis owa son but delivered Hlm up for us ai 3
lxow shahl He noV also with Hlmn frecly give us al
things. Yea, we kmnow that ail things work
together for good ta thera that love God.

Whabever that nseen, unknowa, future mnay
have ln store for us, lie 1V ours ta do with our
mlghbw.hat ourliaads find ta do, te fili, ln humble,
Vrustful, faith and love, our place lu bile, that
wlien the end cornes, be lb near or far awvay, it
may brlng ta us-" Well donc, good and faitlful
servant,"

DEATH 0F THE PREIER.

. UDDENLY, ia a moment, at the zenith of
RW is lame, ln the Royal Palace, the guest of

the Qucen; lie wvas stricken.
Canada was startlcd, as seldom la lier hl4-Ory.

For the moment the noise of party eontest le
stiiled and ail unite la paying tributoe ta, the
memory of the nation's distinguished son and
statcsman, and in 4Bndering îeartfelt, sympathy
to the mourners in} thc dcsolated home.

Ris mnemory is bcing honored by thc Empire,
and by its Sovereiga, as coionist 'vas neyer
honorcd before; a ivarship is sent ta bear isa
remains te lis native laad, while upon his coffia
witl lier owa liand, the (Queen places a laurel
wreath.

But Iow often ia such cases is fulfilled tIc
Seripture, " Man gooth ta is long home and the
mourners go about the streets." The tribute of
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