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At another timte- Our Lady appeared to her and presentedl
to lier 'a dish on which were the bleeding members of a
-child's body «'It is thus," said the beloved Mother of
the Saviour, " that sinners treat my Soli ! " The worl,
with its vices and crimes, the fatal scission ini the occupanic\
-of the papal chair. the distress and disorder whichi were thie
consequences, were ail shownl to lier witliiii a space of eighit
-days. She saw souls falling inito the eternal abyss like sniow -
flakes froin the heavens, aud the sight filled lier withi zii
intense hatred of sin and fear of God's judgments. Tliis
vision miade sucli anl impression on lier, so strike il was slhe
at tlie siglit, that to prpvent herseif fromn falling into thie
yawinig guif that she sa-%, at lier feet, slie wvas foundà graspiîîgr
the bars of lier window.

During the years of this voluntary seclusion lier pelnalîces
recaîl those of the Egyptian anchorites. Chains across lier
breast, ain ironi lioop arotind lier body entering lier fles,
blood-stailied disciplines, tue lare ground for a bed, a block
of wood for a pillow, coarse food takenl only after long fasts,
were sonie of the exercises of lier who neyer knew practically
what sin was.

But there wvas sonmethuxig hiarder to bear thani self-willed
austerities. Troubles and perpiexities of conscience cziiiie
to afflict lier. God was purifying and strengthieinig lier
soul, for He w'as preparing lier for a great public nuissioii.
Colette souglit refuge belinid lier humble birtli anîd lier
simpplicity ; and clîiefly, because of the vow slie hiad imade
-of perpetual retiremient, shie tried to persuade hierseif thiat
whiat shie saw, and lîeard were simnply illusions. After tiiese
precautions the world could ixot accuse lier of credufitx- or
iiinbition!

Several visions made kiuowiî to lier clearly lier new mmc-
tion, and tlue lofty task that wvas to be confided to lier.
God was calling the humble mnaiden of Picardy to begili tlie
reformn of the Order of St. Clare and eveii of St. Franicis.
Heaven sent lier a wise and eniliglîteîîed director ini Fatiier


