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NATURAL BISTORY.,

MIGRATION OF FISHES.

The migrat.un of birds, &e. is o very cu-
rious article in uatural history, and furnishes
astriking iustance of a powerful wsunct
iwpressed on animals by the Creator,

Of all migrating animals, particular kinds
of fishes pertorm the longest journeys, and
in the greutest numbers.—The salmon,which
nwkes regular migratious, frequents the
northierd regions alone, and is unknown in
the Mediterrancan sea, and in all the nivers
which fall-into it.

In the month of September salmons quit
the ucean, and ascend the rivers to depusit
their spawn.  So strong is the instinct of
migrating, that they press up the rivers
with amazing keenness, und scarcely any
obstacle is sufficient to retaid their progress.
They spring with great agility over cataracis
several feet in height. When they find a
place which they think proper for deposi-
ting their eggs, the male and female unite
their laboursin forming @ convenient recep-
tacle for the spawn in the sand, generally
gbout eighteen inches deep.  After thisim-
portant office has been performed, they
basten back to thesea. Toward the end of
March the young fry begin to appear, and
gradually increase in size till they acquire
the length of four or five inches, when they
sre called smelts orsmoults.  Herring like-
wise migrate. They are chiefly confined to
the northern and temperate regions of the
globe. They frequent the highest latitudes,
aud are some times found on the northern
oasts of France. They appear in vast
hoals on the coast of America, as far south
sCarolina.  1n Chesapeak-bay thereisan
nual inundation of herrings; and they
over the shores in such amazing numbers
to become offensive to the inhabitants.
be great winter rendezvous of the herrings
within or near the arctic cirele, where
y remain several months.

‘They begin their migrationin large shoals
soutnward in the spring ; butin ther’ pro-
press meeting with the Shetland 1slands, the
shoal divides into two branches ; one branch
skirts the castern, amd the other the western
shoves of Great Britain 5 and they fill every
bay und ereek with their numbers, affording
nourishient to many thousands of the
human race.

Besides salmons and herrings there are
mauny fishes which observe a regular migra-
tion, as mackerels, lampreys, pilchards, &e.
About the middle of July, the pilchards,
which are a species of herrings, though smal-
ler, appear in vast numbers off the eoasts
of Cornwall. W hen winter approaches,
Like the herrings, they retire to the arctic
SEus,
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JOHN MILTON.
John Milton, an dlustripus poet, was
the sun of a scrivener in Londou, and born
in Bread-street, 1 1608. From St. Paul’s

.| school, he went to Chuist’s college, Cam-

bidzge, where he took his degrees in arts,
being designed for the church ; but not hav-
ing an inchoation to that calling, he return-
ed to his father, who had retired from busi-
ness with a good fortune, and settled at
Horton, in Buckmghamshwe. Here our
poet wrote lns Comus, L’Allegro, 11 Pen-
seroso, and Lycidas, poems of such ment
as would have alone immortalized his name.
In 1638 he travelled into Franceand ltaly,
and on his return to England settled in
London. The troubles breaking out be-
iween the king and parlinment, Milton en-
gaged as a political writer on the popular
side. 1n 1G43 he marned the daughter of
a justice of peace tn Oxfordshire. He con-
tuned an ardent chamypon for the rebellious
paity, even after the murder of Charles I,
which sangumary deed he defended with
his pen against Salmasius ; but he was not
disinterested  this, for the parliament re-
warded him with one thousand pounds.
About this time he was wiiolly deprived of
his sight owing to a natural weakness, and
an intense application to his studies, In
1852 he lost ins wife; aud soon afferwards
toak another. Though he was a determi-
tied republican, and wrote with energy and
temperance agamst wonarchial govern-
ment, *“the very trappwgs of which,” he
sad, ¢ would support a commonwenlth,”
yet he readily submitted to the ususpation
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of Cromwell, to whom he hecame Latin
secretary.  Miltun endeavoured to prevent
the restoration ; which event he had un<
doubted cause to dread, considenng the
active part tahen by tum i the rebellion,
And when the ancient constitation was re-¢s-
tablished, hie was excepted out of the act of
udemnity, on wineh he kept himselt con-
cealed for some time. By the kiudness,
Lhowever, of Siv William Davenant, and
others, he obtaned lus pardon; svon after
which he lost his second wife, aud was not
long without another. 1u the time of the
plague he removed with tus famuly to Chal-
tont, in Buchinghamshire, where he co-
pleted his Paradise Lust, which was printed
first in 1667. L or this unmortal work he
had only fifteen pounds, and that by in-
stalments.  For the idea of 1the is said to
be indebted to an Ltalian drama on the Fall
of Man ; and it iscertam that he had hiwm-
self an intention at first of writing only o
tragedy on the smme subject. As the work
grew under bis hand, his soaring genius
gave it the form and consistence, the variety
and elegance of an epic poem. After thm
he engaged in anvther called Paradise Re-
gained ; the occasion of which ,was as fol-
lows: John Elwood, the quaker, who was
his amanuensis, calling upon him at Chel-
font, and the conversation turning upon
Milton’s great work, Elwood observed,
““"Thou hast said much upon Paradise Lost,
but what hast thou to say on Paradise
Yound #”  Milton paused, and the next
time they met, he shewed Elwood the Iatter
oem, suying, * This is owing to you.”
The Paradise Regained, though possessing
many beauties, is in all respects inferior to
the Paradise Lost; yet it is remarkable that
the author gave it the preference.  Milton
died at his house in Bunhill-row in 1674,
and lies interred in the parish church at St,
Giles, Cripglegate, wherea monument has
been erected to his memory, and there is
another in Westminster-abbey, set up 'by
auditor Benson,
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BILL HOLLINS, g
The calmest hours of our lives are, at
times suddenly broken in upon by unexpect-
ed accidents, when quiet and peace are
changed into uproar and consternation. Tiie
youngand the old should be ready for thesa
thiugs,  Ifit be in the shape of affliction,
*¢ Shall we reccive good at the hand of Géd,
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