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PEAT IN TH-E PROVINCE 0OP QUEBEC

'l'ho total absence, in this Province, of coal measurca and the
rapid deaudation of our forests have caused the qucstion of fuel
ta becomepne of great importance. Nature, however, seldoma
leaves any part of lier dominion utterly uuprovidcd for and vie
find that we posscas an abundant supply of very valuable fuel
la our peat bogs. Tuese bogs extend, at short intcrvals, from
Niagara to Gaspý-, it la said, and at a distance of front tea to
twrenfy or thirty miles from the St. Lawrence. The Island of
Anticosti, aise coatains an immense deposi;i a hundred miles
long. The fuel contained lu these bogs is of a very valtiable
nature aud the qaantity is apparently alinost inexhaustible.
One of thcse deposits is situated at St. Hubert, a smsll village
about 12 miles fromt Moatreal, and it extenâs from the line
of the Grand Trunk Railways, on one aide ta that of the Cham-
bly rond on the othcr. The genceral appearance of these deposits
is that of a low-lying maish whose çwster is coloured a darkish
brown. bv the udetlying vegetablu niatter. Mcn cf experience
on the subject profess to be able to tell pretty closely the
quality of the subjacent deposit. by the nature of the vegetable
growilh on top. Small tamarse trecs ivith plenty of emaîl ber.
rics, blueberries, &c., and a flower resembling a rhododendron
denote a higli qualily cf peat. Small birch trees, on the other
baud, and flsgs, bul rushes, and long wild grass, tell of an ia-
ferior quality.

Tho deposit ut St. Hubert bas been worhked for sanie five or
si:: years by the Canada Peat Fuel Co. The works were cri-
ginally cstablîahed lby Mr. Hiodgcs, one of the Englacera of the.

This is the complcte proceas, andi the average time requiruti
te tara out saleable peat ia five wecks. The Company, howvever
iatunds soou te add te eachi machine a compresser Nvhich vill
deprive the pulp of a vcry large proportion of its moistur,».
Promn this compresr it will pass threugh reliersand lie-
turaed eut Iu a continueus baud about eight by ton inches.
This strapt of poat will pasa under acuttar, be divided into bricks
and carricd offeonsan endless canvas baud fromn which it wil11 b.'
pieketi up andi stacked by boys. By this imprevement salcable
peait will be taued ont in fourteen tisys and thu w.,)rkiug seasoît
peolonged about three weeks or a menth. Tite workiuig staff
.of encli scow cousîsta of sîxtren mcaer, the fuel for the engiue of
such petit as is net geed enough te seud te market. 'rhe .scov
ativancea about 300 feet per day, whicb, at threc feet te thse toi
gives a daily inake of 100 tous of poat. Thse ceaI of nianufac-
tare la about $2 per ion sud the profit varies froni about $3 te
$5 per ton. The total amount turned eut by the Company at
St. Hunbert and at St. Britigit, whcre they bave another mach ine
at work îs about 18,000 or 20,000 tons per annuni. This poat
varies in. its quality like ccxl and wood, but ai of it hias been
aud la successfully uset in locomotivt a andi fer dounestie pur-
poses Soma cf the peat first turneti out was mach griimbled at
on actreuat of the qatity of ashes which remaiued aifter cou-
aumption, soma Indignant ceasumners eaitimating the produet
ef ashes uit frei a ton andt aquarter te a ton sud ahalf per ton
cf peait consuimeti, igncriugthe fact that ex nihulo nmhilfi.. On
the otiser baud mauch of thaït uew produccd lenves scarcely aiiy

Victoria Bridge. The nsacbiacry uscd in the Excavation sud
preparation of tho peat was also invented by Mr, HodgeB. Three
of these linge machines are at work at St. Hubert. Bach con-
sista of a scow about eighty feet long, containing a twenty hortie
power englue, sud fioating in a canal twenty feet ividu and
froin three and a balf te six and a hiaîf fout deep, Our illus-
tration on page 338, ia a very faithful reprezexitatioacf ou of
theso machines. The machine excavates the canal for itacif
by mens of two immense agera wbich projeet front the front
of the scow and cut their way inte, thu turf. These agera are
about eighteeu iuches long but of a diamneter of tan fast cach,
and'they,.vork aide hy aide. As they cut inte thea,)ft wet tu' f

[they throw it behinid theni on to a revolvinig baud of bucket4
These buekets couvey it ta the hiadcr partof-the scowvand drop
it into a cyliader. Ia thib cylinder il; is mashed jute pu[;) by
revol% ing hook-shap,,d kaives aud then propelled fc rward by
revolviug vanes into what is called the distrib utor. Thtis ig fi
hollow cylinder, eighty feet long, projectîng ut right angles
froin the aide of tuec scow. la ils centre, and throughoat its
lcngth revolves a shaft on 'vhich are augt.r-shaped va -es. Thesc
latter propel the mshed up pulp aloug the distributor, froom
whlch it failea throagh boles ut distances of tweuty feet apart,
sud frorn the end, apoa the surface of the bog whielt has pre-
viously beeu prepared for lis reception. Rere it is spread out
ta a wie-tb cf from 100 te 120 feet sud a depth of eight or tan
inches liy moa armcd with scrapers, and by horses wvhicti drag
through the pulp a board faistenied by a rae at each end to the
whipple-tree, <se illustration). The pent ia aow suffered to
dry util a out made on its sarface will remain open, 'ehen
it is scored acres; by two mon whu drag to and fro a revolving
dramn, whose circuniference is fur.tzshed with c:rcular kaives
about four luches broad, and distant front each othier about
sevea or eight juches. As accu as the suni and wiad have
dried it se that it may bu haudled it is cut nit with eiîarp
spades jute bricks eight luches long sud carried off by boys aud
stacked on ladders and luths, wheu tho dryîng procesa is more
rapidly completed.
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