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Any of our readers who, rnay hiave spare 'copies of our Thirty-fifthi An-
xiual Report (M8>4-75), or of the REODRfor July, Septeraber and N ovem-
ber, 1875, will confer a favour by mailing any or ail of themn to the Secre-
tary or Depositary in Toronto, for the purpose of coxnpleting sots for binding.

TH«L. FIRST COLPORTEURS.-THIE WALDENSES.

There is reason to believe, fromn recent historical researches, that the Wal-
denses possessed the New Testament in the vernacular. The IlLingua Ro-
mana"J or Romaunt tongcue was, the common language of the south of Europe
frein the *,hItli te, the fourteenth century. It was the language of the trou-
badours aILd of mnen of letters in the Dark Ages. Inito this tougrue-the
Romaunt-wvas the first translation of the whole of the N£,ew Testament made,
se early as the ttwelfth century. This fact Dr. Gii-ly lias been at great pains
to prove in his work, Thte Ruïnaunt Version~ of thte Gospel accordinq te St. John.
The suin of what Dr. Giily, by a pittient investi,<gation into facts, and a great
array of historic documents, maintains, is that ail the books of the New
Testament were translated froin the Latin -Vulgate iute the Remaunt, that

Jthis was the tirst literai version since the fail of the empire, that it was made
in the twelfth century, and was the first translation availahie for popular use.
There were numerous eariier translations, but only of parts of the Word of
God, and many of these -%vere rather paraphrases or digests of Scripture than
translations, and, moreover, they were se bulky, and by consequence so
costly, as to be utterly beyond the reach of the common people. This Ro-
maunt version -%as the first complote and literai translation of the New Testa-
ment of HoIy Seripture ; it was made, as Dr. Giily, by a chain of proofs,
shows, most probably under the superintendonce and at the expense of Peter
Waldo, of Lyons, not later than 1180, and sois eider týan any complote ver-
sion in German, Frenchi, Italian, Spanish, or English. This version was
widely spread ini the south of France and in the cities of Lombardy. Lt was
in comnion use amcng the Waldenses of Piedmont, and it wa2 ne small part,
doubtless, of the testimcny borne te truth by these meuntaineers to, preser-)
and circulate it. 0f the Romaunt New Testament six copie.. have corne down
to our day. A copy is preserved at each cf the four foiIo witig places: Lyons,
Grenoble, Zurich, Dublin ; and t",wo copies at Paris. These are sinali, plain,
and portable volumes, contrasting with those splendid and ponderous folios
of the Latin Vulgate, penned in character of gold and silver, -Achly illumi-
nated, their bindingrs decoratud with geins, iuviting admiration rather than
study, and unfitted by their size and splendeur for the use of the people.**

The youth who sat at the feet of the more venerable and learned of
their barbes u,,sed as their text-book the Hlely Seriptures. And nut ouly did
they study the sacred volume ; they were required to commit to meniory,
and be able accuratcly to recite, whole Gospels and Epistles. This was a
necessar3- accomplishinent on the part of the public instruztora, ini those ages
when printing W=n unknown, and copies of the *Word of God were rare. Part
of thoir turne was occupied in transcribing the Holy Soriptures, or portions
of thein, which they were te, distribute when they went forth as missionaries.
By this, and by other agencies, the seed of the Divine Word was scattered,
throughout Europe more widely tha.n is commonly supposed. To this a
variety of causes contributed. There was then à. general1 impression that the
worMé ivas soon to end. Men thought that they saw the prognosticaions of
iti dissolution in the disorder into which ail things hadl fallen. The pride,
hrxur, and profligacy of the clergy led net a few ]aymen to ask if botter and
more c>xrn guides were -iet te be had. Many of the troubadours were re-
1Iigious men, whose ]ays were sermnons. The hour of deep and universal
Elumber h'adl paesed ; the serf was contending wîtli is seigneur fiv personal


