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of his own folly. Why, then, does your Holiness hesitate (o
accept the friendship of the pr oteetor of religion.”

“You ask the pope to commit a erime f\gamst religion in
the sime moment in which you proelaim yourself to e the
protector of religion,” answered Pm%VH b

“T am not at all of your opinion,” 1cplxed \F.lpokon
“The temporal power of the pope is not an article of faith,
On the contrary, [ thh Icthat this temporat power i3 an im-
pediment to the strict « charge of the spivitual duties of a
pope.  Renounce, therefor . this powor, and live free from all
the cares of government, w der the protecting \\'mOs of the
French eagle! XE

“Freein the claws of an eagle, sire?” said tho prisoner,
with asad smile. « My fate is n st ll\m(' proof that the Iead
of the Church can only fulfil his duties when he is free.  The

pope should not be the subject of any monavch, because tho
sover cign would abuse the dependence of the Head of the
Church, and use it for.political purposes. Divine Providencey
therefore, has so ovdained it, that, in the States of the Chureh,
the popes have always found an .1\ylum of liberty.”

“Very remarkable indeed !” said Napoleon. I asarcastic
tone.  ““All the princes of Furope lislen to my suggestions,
all nations yicld to my victorious armies, Omy an” old man,
who is my prisoner, despises my friendship.”

“Pardon'me, sire! For me, the old, nnprlsoned man, the
offer ofﬁxcndshlp on the p‘nL of the Jumpmor ofl‘mncc iy
very flattering; but the pope must in conscience! tcll the ‘em:
peror, what you demand is wrong,—doubly - wrong “hedause
you ask from the one who has .spc(,ml charge to0” ‘vateh ovor
Christian faith and morﬂs, an appxob'ltron and’ s'mctxon ofy our
robbery.”

“Splcmhd excéllent 1 exclainied the oﬂwdul \Tnpo](,on,
1t scems .that the viear of, Christ - .ﬂonc is per nnttul tosay
un(ml thing’s in"the empetor’s presence.”

“I1am very _sorry, your \I.ucs ey, if you eonsldcr truth to
be uncivil.” i

“ Better yel!” said the haughty ruler of Durope, ‘and he
rosc from his chair'in‘a-passion.  “Tet us drop ihc matler.

Your Toliness has despised my i’monds)np you ‘shall low feel
my enmlty‘ Y

““Bire,” replied the pope, with resignation, S« T oy your

ﬂ]le‘lts atthé feet of the Cr uclhed, and 1c'wc (TOd 1o’ vmdxcatc
my caase, for it is his-own.’

“What nonsense ! said Niipoleon contunptuouq]y “The
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