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the door with a giaw ut my heart, thiuk-
ing of the joy it would be te Wardrap'tt
honest hesrt ta heur s.ich good newa in
place of the cvii ha had Iearcd.

It was gotting dusk as 1 drove out by
the lodg3 gaLe, and juat then a gentleman
pass"dnie whîetliig. I put niy head out
cf the wîndow and taok a gooti look at
George CalmeH, nor couId 1 deny that ha
was a man cf geutleanny appearance,
and handoomer than most. He ad nmade
the mont cf the gilte nature hati beatowed
ou hlm, evidently having risen fromi the
clerk's etool ta be the son-in.law of hie
master, one af tho marchant princes cf the
City. Neverthoees, -as niy four-whecier
went iumbering &long the muddy road to
Streathani Station, and I thought cf wvit
would meat hlm when ha got within hie
cvii door, thera vas ne man in Landan I
cnvied leas than Mr. Gerge Cars.-
David. LyalI in lirilish Weekl u.

JA PA N.

Japan za a land without the domestic
animais. IL le this iack which strikea
the stranger se forcibly, in -iooking uîpon
Japanese laudacapes. Thera are ne cava
-the Japanese neither drink miik nom
esat meat. Thora ara but fev horses, aud
thoe are imported. mainly for the use cf
foraiguers. The waggons in the City
streets are puiled and pushed by Coolies,
and the pleasura carriages are drawn by
taen. Thera are but fev doge, and these
are nithar useti as watch-dogs, beasts af
Iturden, nar in hunting, ex'ept by foreign-
ers. There are no shecp in Japan ; the
wool i8 net ueed in lotbing, silk and
Cotton being th;e tapies. Thera "ore ne
pigs-pork inauanunknovu article co iet,
and lard isnet uSad in coaking. Thema
are no geais, or mules, or donkeys. WVild
animale there are, howaver-in particuiar,
bears cf enormous size. Ona af these
Mr. Finck saw stuffeadina nunseuni, aud
hce describes it as being as Ilbig as an
or." War, cf course, lea quinting the
Japanese vith the use of animais. The
army have cavairy herses, and othera ta
drag the field guns. The Empreaie also,
in obvions imitation of Enropean rayai-
ties, is an expert hersewoman, and saddie
horme are kept for ber use-Sci.-nce
Si/lirigs, London, Eng.

7'11E TEUR1lf1«MIDDLE AC'E&"

41Middle ages" *in a terni of ne defi-
nite period, but varies a littît with ai-
mont every nation. Rougbly iL may be
regarded as including a peried cf about. a
thcusand yesrs, or from tbe fiftb to the
and cf the fiftcenth century ; or if reck-
oucd by events sas extending front tho
subversion lof the Roman Empire, and the
tranafer cf the Imperial dignity fronu
Romie ta Constantinople (A.D. 476) ta the
cutbrcak cf the Rotoruatuou (A.D. 1520).
Hallani, l is ie41History cf the Middle
Âges," mayes:IlIt isnet possible ta 6fx
accurate limitea La the Middle Âges ; but
though the ten centiuries frani the 6ilte 
the fifteeutb seent, in a general point cf
vlew, to constitute that period, a lets
arbitrary division vas noceasary ta render
lte comimencement and conclusion cof au
historie%] narrative satîsfactory ;" aud he
accordingly makes te perioa to extend
"[rom thc invason cf France by Clovis.

(à, D. 489) ta titt of Naples by Chades
VIII. (1495)?' For his purpose ibis
migIti be idvisable, but for common use
there la littie sdi'at:ts<c in ay sncb
'arbitr&ry restriction. The erun muat b,
aceted for convenieuce raLlier titan pre-
Cimion. and ta understazudl iasUcoinri* 2a ehousand yeau'a, frointhlie end o! ic
fifeli ta the beginng of teàilxteeuth
cectury, la for Il ordinary purpoes

nfficient.

Our 1LOUI10 Jothe.

'PHE M)OTIIER PORT.

My nuother was a poet 1
And. thalle, she lit no sang

To tippie dl.. th, centuries
And cheter the waid *lonIg.

lier soul was ful of Musi;
Her thought was set ta th nie

or littie feet. that: kept her ~Cart
A singitng ail the time.

lier life was one long measure
Oflkind, unselfish deeds;

Sa common is the doing
One scarcely icaaws ar heess

She gave hersel so freeiv,
Thought had she far us ail,

And tirne ta nte cach flawer.
And the first bine bird's cail.

A sinRer who sings truly
Mustt atten sng af pain,

Yal hope rase through her saraw
As raiubows thtough thetrain.

Oh, wbat a woudrons paemi
la moth':r duty donet1

My motber was a pet-
i'rn sure that yours was ane.

-Mlary A A lason.

A RACE Wfl'JI DACOI7'S ON M Y
ir, YCLE.

(Concl dec.)
As 1 leIt. the Iuullg bchixud and wus

making for the bridge, 1 heard a fev notes
,whistled aa(tly just behind mne. The
sound scemed ta corne fromi the buehes
skirting the Iyaung. I shbouid not. have
thought anythïng of this, however, if the
sanie notes had not beau whistled again,
thîs tinie apparently froni the fields just
ahead. This vas evidentiy a call and an
answer; and iLtade me a littie nervous,
especially if thte danger (i danger thare
wera) nienaced mue both in front and in
the rear. I iooked aronud, but. 5w noth-
ing more than 1I had seen many a night
on that sanie road. Not knowing auy-
thing aIse ta do, I vent steadily ahead,
keepýig rny8elf add ny wheel well in baud,
no au to bn reaay for any etnergency
which might arise. Passing by somne

Za&Psin the shrubbery, I saw nome figures
in the fields near the road making steai-
thify for the narrow bridge which 1 should
have ta cross before 1 could geL luto the
town. 1 thought I cauld se nomne dalis
under their armu. Then 1 8&w the danger
which threatened me. The dacoits cvi-
deutly planned to intercept me at t.he
bridge, and cuL me La pieces when 1 should
be atadisadraxutage. I couidn't go back;
for even iflb ad net.had reason ta think.
that sanie of the gang were lurking
behind mue, the time 1 ahouId have lottlu
turning *round would have put me at the
mercy of my pursuers. Tflera vas only
ane thing to do, and it didn't taka me long
ta decide upon iL. My wheel was under
pretty good headway, and i crovdedaon
ail the power I could ta try and reach that
bridge befare the dacoits gat there. Au
1 abat abead au awful yelI arose bcbind
me. 1 had been sharply watched. Im.
tnediately my cats vere greeted by a
chorus of shoota front the fields ou bath
aides of the road.

My recollections cf the next fev
minutes arm not voy clear. Ail 1 re.
unember is, pedalling 'with %iU my tuigât,
wiLh those bloadthirsty cries ringing in
my cams and my nind naking incessant
calculations as to the chance of getting a
bullet thraugb =y body nucaL moment.
But 1 bcsrd ne abois, and probably the
dacoits had no gaus. 1 rolled on the
bridge ja= as thcy swarnicd up front the
fields imb Uthc-road bebind me.

But I1vas not out of the vooda jet.
B.fore 1 ot into town Ihad a long'hiil

te cliimb. Now the lurînan lii a ligbt-
ning sprinter wlien ha choosoit ta sprint,
and tbat'a ju8t; what those follows did.
lIsting thern clawn hill I had thoeudvan-
Luge, ospeialiy au thay werc running ovar
the rough greund in tht' fiaide. But whon
iL cama to racing uphuli they raLlier liid
the hast oI it, especially as they were naw
cn the road. On a steep bill I would
have bad ne chance at ail ; but the clope
vas gentle, and I1lied a 8tart. I hati a
chance, tharafore, for my life, and I made
tht hast of it. Thei thauglit of those dlaits
putatrangth into overy etrake I1tmade. The
worat. cf iL vas, 1 could net tllitwhether
I vas holding my awn or not. My pur.
suera 1usd tappad ehouting, neading al
their wind for ritaning ; and their bare
feet didn't niake much noise au th3 greuud.
1 waëliending low ever my haudie.bar,and
didnt dare ta riuk diriniehing my 8eant
by straightaning up te look behind ime
aveu for au instant.

But wvhen I gat te f hc heati of the bill,
aud was passiug the grounds cf tht ChiaI
Commissioner, wbere thera ara always
soldiere on guard, I faIt that'l caulti van'
ture te take a backward giance. Titan I
aaw that my pursuar8 had ail dieappearcd.

Next day I vrote a latter te tht ChiaI
cf Police, reporting nuy advcnturo in de-
al, sud haviug Iltha houer te ha, sir, hin

receL obedient servant," according ta the
prescribed formula, which whooeverobsar-
veth net shahl net gain the car cf the
Goverrameut of Burmah. In due course
I raceived a reply, lu a big brevu auve-
lope, assuring me that tht mater ahoulcd
bc proxptiy investigated, aud having I the
honor te ha, ir, rny most obadient ser-
vant."' This vas polite. The Iudiau Gov-
arnment.is great oupolitane8s. But notl-
ing ever cama cf it. I suppose tht Sup.
erintendent did hie hast to ferret the'
mater eut; but. hahad te wark thraugh
native policemen, snd 'tbey uuay have hait
reasone cf thair owu for net. being ton
auxieus ta catclh the dacoita..-Davit
Cilmore, inii arlmr'.e Rovnd Table.

SIS(I IN P1OJNfI'.

A boy raturned front echool ane day
with the report that hieselarahip had
fallen beiow the ut.ual average.

"Son," said lis father, "lyou'vi)
fallon hehind thie muoth, haven't yau 1

"Yea, sir."
How did that happan 1'

'fil fathar ktxow, if the soit did net.
He had observed a numbar af dîme novais
scattcrcd about the house; but had not
thcetght it wartlu while ta eay auytbing
until a fittiug opportunity should offer
ituecif A basket of apples etood upon the'
floor and ho said :

IlEmupty out Miette appies, and takoP
the basket aud bring it te tue half Itliof
chips."

Suspecting uotbing, the boy oheycd.
Il Anti now," he continuod, "lput

t hase applea back inte the basket."
Wvhen bialthe applea were replaued,

the boy said :
"lFathar, tbey rail off'. 1 can't put

sny more i.
"Put tham in, I tell you."
<But, father, 1 can't.put. thei in.-
"Pat them n? u' No, oI course, you

tant put them ni . You said you didn t
know why you feu bahiud at scitool, and
1 will tkll you why. 'Your tuind iN liko
tbat basket. It will Dat hold mnore Lhatî
se mueh. .And here you've beau th(, put
mionth filling iL up with chip dirt-inue
novelis."

"They boy turned on hie Iîee.', whi2.
tlcd and said . I Whfew ! 1 ste tht'
point."'

Not a dime naval bas loon seetui in t
hau'c front that day ta this.-Rie
Ileader.
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