
yott upon which tthe existence and preservatian
ai the state depcnd.

It mighit nat bc 50 necessary ta insist upon
this, if it wvre knowvn that ail parents could or
would do their duty as regards the religiaus in-
struction of their children. But, in the first place,
strange as it may appear, many parents, eveu
among prfèssing Christians, are indifferent ta aa
degree that is simpiy amgzing, about the religiaus
instructionl of their children ; others for variaus
reasonS are incapable ai imparting it ; and there
ale yet other parents who have na religion ta hu-
paIrt. If it b- said that ail these consideratians
do not, after ail, lay this duty upon the state, it is
nevertheless ait the more clearly and irnperativeiy
its interest, for its own sake, ta see that some
kncviedge of religious duties and obligations are
iniparted ta the youth of thc country. t also
makes it ail the more the duty ai the Church to,
teachi and impress upon parents their duties to
their children, and to quahify thîemselves ta dis-
charge themi; and in the meanwhile ta supplement
tIhe neglect or indifférence or ineficiency af par-
ents by doing more, and whatever is donc moves
systcmatically for the religiaus instruction ai the
young than it is now doîng, although by anc
neans and another the Ohurch is naw doing rnuch
in this îvay.jBut again it is said that ail the religions in-
struction that is or can be imparted in the public
schaol is too insignificant ta contend abcut, and
that it could lie better ta ]et this semblatice go
than attempt ta keep it up at the sacrifice of a
cominon school system ai education for the whale
body of thc people. It is said, " Wlat do your
reading, often in a very perfunctory way, of a lew
verses ai Scriptures, repeating thc Lord's prayer,
the Aposties Creed or the Ten Cammandmients
amoaunt ta that a common school system should bcedangered or made impossible for? We admit
there is something in this, but it mnay b2 abserved
eqahe uredaeinst SabbauSeoolinstrcn
eqhal tre vey ame n e of b argumeo ntcton b
Ibeing of nsuch or any value. Consider the vcry
ishort time aniy îvhich can bce given ini Sabbathi

Schoal ta anythîng like definite religious instruc-
tion, not mare than haîf an haur in most cases ;Iconsider also the yauth and ine::penience af those
who for the most part give this instruction, and ait
the other circumnstances which tend ta detract from
ils being of much accourit, and the same argu-
mrent may bie employed against it, as against reli-
gious instructian in the common school ; and yet
fetv wouid have the hardihaod ta say that it is of
no use and so might as wvll bie given up. Thse
sane course ai argument migit lie used ta show
that family wvorship daily is ai little or no use.
What signifies, ta make it worth keeping up, the
iading ai a few verses of Scripture, the singing ai
afler stanzas ofpsalm or hymn, and aflering a ficwv
iords of prayer?

The fact.is the value of these things, even ai
the preaching and hearing of sermons, it might be
added, does not cansist mainly in the amount ai
definite religiaus instruction imparted. There are
cîher things as important, in some respects mare
important, than simpiy imparting so mucli instruc-
timn It is 50 'vith religiaus instruction in the cam.
non school. It is nat îe main thing the ail-im-
portant îhing. What is mare important. what
males it invaluable and worth keeping up, eve i at
the expenseoaikeeping up aseparate school sys-
teri,if Roman Cathahics cannot join their felaîv-
ciizens in doing it, is the recognition that is made
in prayer, in reading the Scriptures, in teaching the
fondamental princîp'es ai ail truc nsorality, ai the
existence ai God, aofIbis sovereignty and propriety
in us, ta, use the quain t language ai the Shorter
Catechism; ai aur dependence upon I-im, ai His
Fatherhood , the recognitioni of something that is
spiritual and divine ; the cultivation ai the habit
of devoutness and reverence as regards sacred and
divine things ; tle Iact, iu a wvord, t hat thecocncerns
of out daily, or-linary ie and %vork are deeper and
broader and higher tCran appears oniy on the su r-
face; that humble and mean as they may seem to
be yet a relation ta God, that religion lias ta do
with al aur lufe ta permeate and sanctify it al, that
even we may cat and drink and do alilta tle glory
of God. This way af looking at ail things, this
habit of uind, and the character which grows aut
of it are of more importance than the instilling ai
so ranch religions instruction, and it car ibc 50 far
taught even by the few and simple religiaus exer-
dses at tle opening and close ai school ai reading
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tlic Scriptures or af prayer, or ai repeating toget-
her some part o' the dccalogue, or some similar
act done in a becorning spirit and mannier. Mucil
zlepends, it must bc acknlo'vlcdged, upon the spirit
and manner in %vhichi any professedl3' religious act
is performed. The personal element, a poveriui
one it is, cames into play here, and too large and
important ta aP11- of aur entering uoon the dis-
cussion i it. %,v t if tic recognition -daily in the
family by (ami'. vorship af God and divine things
by reading the Scriptures and prayer;- af the re-
cognit ion of the same things in the Sabbath School
make them worth keeping up and maintaini'îg,
eveil though littie definite religious instruction bc
conveyed, for the same reason it is important that
in the daily schcol life ai children and frorn their
carliest years these simple religions exercises and
ait thatthey imply should be kept up, and in a
riglht spirit and manner performned.

f/A C, NY' C//A-IRS IN KNÉ)X.

T I-IE General Asscmbly having rernitted back
ta the College Senate and Bloard the wvhole

matter ( f appointments ta the vacant chairs in
Knox College, these bodies bave lost no time ini
getting to work. A re-arrangement af the chairs
has been agreed upon, and doubtless wvill be sub-
mitted to the Church very soon. Meanwhile wve
mnay anticipate flie officiai announceinent by giv-
ing our readers the facts as far as they are avait-
able.

The cha:.., arranged for arec I.-A chair in
Newv Testament woric, comprising ail questions re-
lating ta the Newv Testament, viz., the Canon, the
tcxt, Introduction, E-xegesis and Biblîcal Thealogy.
This chair has been assigned ta Principal Cayen.
I.-An Old Testament chair, ta include similar
questions. This will require a newv prof essor. 111.
-Prof. MacLaren remains in charge of the chaiir af
Systematic Theology. IV.-Dr. Proudfoot has
charge af' lis aId subjects . Homiletics, Pastoral
Tiicology, and Church Government. V.-The
fith chair includes Church I Iistory and Apologetics,
and for this a new professor iviiI also bc e neded.
WhitIe ibis scherne is sot absolutely ideal, it is un-
doubtedly the best which cou!d becnmade in the
circumstances.

If oniy the Church wvould increase thé cndov-
ment af the College sa far as ta warrant the Board
in calling for ilhres newv praiessars, no doubt a het-
ter re-arrangement would bc made, and Knox put
at the "ery foreiront of American Colleges.

THE GREiLlrT FRlZCH-POTSTANVT
]-S17! Vel L A rMONVTE-I-iLL 0,

Q UIZ-BEC.

"T'AURORE" terms it " the flnest gathering
aio the French-Protestant farces that there

ever hw; becn in this ciuitry." The readers of
TuE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN, I take for granted,
vhould like to hear something about it, as they take
an interest in French evangclizatian. I shalt try ta
gratify them, not acting like some ivho when they
put their carrnage inta a driving shed, take as
much roam as would accammodate three. Items
ivithin quotation marks are trànslated frain
L'A u'rore of juine 29th:-

It took place on Thursday, june 2ath, Ilbc-
neath thc shade ai the great trees of the Papi neau
Mýanon'" Deiightful weather, excellent arrange-
ments, good-iellowvship, everyone anxious to make
the gathering, as much as hecauld, a success.

«By 7 .30 ;;.m., Dalhousie station, Montreai,
was filled with those beings whom, in bygone davs,
people held in the greatest cantempt, and îvham
they called 1 Swiss,' but whom they have now ta
respect an account ai their number, their inteilec-
tuai culture, their social position, their moral quai-
hies, and their Christian canduct."

More than 400 ent from Montrcal and neigh-
bood, ta Monte-Bello, where they were most kind-
]y received at i p.m.,by . Papineau and a hast
or friends, who had arrived before theni irons
01 tawa and surrounding places.

M. and Mlle. Papineau treated thse committee ta
a sumptuous clinner in the Manor Hanse. The
excursionists scattered themselves through thc
woods and partook of refreshments under the great
pines of the St. Louis Square.

About 2.30 p.m.. the Sccretary atinounccd that
it Wvas Urne ta procced to business. M. Papineau
wvas enthusiasti cally appoitited chairmati.

The great verandah of the M.anor 1-ouse did
duty as a platform. The choir, led by M. Marceau,
opcned the meeting with the hymn, "/ICante et
triomphe, ESlisc de Jestis " (Sing and tritimphi,
Church of Jesus. J "The lhcartw~as stirrcd by her-
ing thesc notes of triumph wvhich the mou ntains
and the green forests cchoed again and again."

More than i,ooo are supposcd ta have been
present. The différent churches-Baptist, Mctho-
dist. A.nglican, and Presbyerian-werc iveli reprc-
sented by their pastors and missionaries.

Rev. M. De Gruchy led in praver The chair-
man then addre-ssed th.- meeting, speaking first in
French, and afterwards saying a feiv vords in their
language, as a mark of respect ta the English-
speaking part of it.

Rev. M. Amaron, of L'Aurore, read an address
to the Governor-Gencral, from the French Protest-.
ants of Canada, which lie moved should be sent ta
him hy a deputation. H-e said that 1-is Excellency
and Lady Aberdeen would have been with them
on the occasion, had they flot been hindred by
other engagements. The motion was seconded by
M. J. Herdt, and most enthusiastically adopted.

IIAddresses wcre given by Rev. M. M. Lari-
viere, Massicotte, Lafleur, and Dr. Chiniquy.
Thougli the spealcing lasted more than two hours,
fane af the hearers seemed to hbc vearied.

"Mlle. Duhamel, niece of Archbishop Duliamel,
af Ottawa, a famous singer wvho lately con nected
herseil îvitlî the Presbyterian Church, delighted
the large audience îith a song vcry difficult oi ex-
ecution, wvhich she sang in the open air, without
acconipanimcnt. lier hearers %vere flot satisfied
tili shc again let them hear her well-traincd
voice."

M. Amaron movcd a wvarm vote of thanks to M.
and Mlle. Papineau for the grcat kindness which
they had that day shown the French Protestants ai
Canada. The resolution wvas seconded by Prof.
Coussirat, and adopted îvith a volley ofai ceers.
M. Lafleur ciosed the meeting with the blessing.

The Assembly then dispersed to visit the
rnuscum, the matisolemn, the old manor, the large
Iand magnificent gardens, and the enchanting
banks af the Ottawa. There wvas very little time
for athletic sports, but what there ivas, %vas svell
spcn t.

" At 8 p.m, the visitors from Montreai, took
their return train, and at 8..3o p.m., those fromn
Ottawva, theirs. At midnight, without accident,
somnewhat tired, but with a joyfui and thankfut
heî-t, every ane reached his hiome.

«"Those engaged on the railroad s -y that they
have neyer had an excursion of more than 400
persons sol respectably drcssed, and sol wcll-behav-
ed-nodrunktntiess,nio bad language, perfect kind-
ness, and courtesy. This says rnuch for e~ne great
principles which wc, prof ;; .,11 r!oo. T. F.

Pascal %vent to hear a great preacher in Paris,
and found a mani in the pulpit. Anid that made
ail the difference ta a mnan like Pascal. And we
want ta rear up truc aid genuine men for ail our
pulpits, men who shall set themisclves resolutcly to
ail learning, but who shail on that account bc all
the more men, and ail the belter men. It is not
what the preacher bas learned in the schools ; it is
flot the preacher's literature that impresses P>ascal;
it is the preacher himsef.-Rez'. Dr. Alexaner,
Wlute.

The St. Louis Observer (Cumberland Presby-
terian) sees ini the Manitoba Separate School dis-
pute another proof of the hostility of the Roman
Catholics to public-school education:- It says:
IlThe situation in Manitoba is a good abject les-
son for this country. If it iere possible ta force
separate school% in~ the United States it would bce
donc before the beginning af the ne\t school year.
Our only safety is in eternal vigiience."

The plague, which ravaged South China last
summer, is said ta have braken out anew, this time
in and around the Portuguese settlement of Macao.
The Singapore F4ree Press, howevcr, thinks that
bubonic piague is endcmic in Cdnton and Pak-hoi,
and that the foreign settiements in these Provinces
can never bc wholly frce fromn sporadic cases of
this disease.


