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AN appeal from the Joiat Conseners of the Aged
and Infirm Ministers' Schemne appears in another
column to which our recaders’ attention s speual-
ly directed.  Every intdligent membee of the Pres-
byterian Church admits the importance of making
-some provision for those who have given their best
eitergies and the best years of their lives to the work
of the Gospel ministry. The provision lutherto made
has been wholly inadeyuate.  The puur iacume en-
joyed by the average minister was barely sufficient to
meet recurring wants, and only in exceptional instances
could he make any provision for dechiming days.
Business has no doubt been less remunerative dunng
the past than in previous years, but to dimumsh the
pittance on which our aged and infirm nunisters de-
pend is what no one can complacently Jesire.  Theie
is sufficient right fecling and sufficient means in the
Church to enable the Conveners to report to the As-
sembly that their most reasonable expectations have
not been disappointed.

THE Synod of Montreal and Uttawa had a pleasant
and profitable meeting at Cornwall last week, The
good people there were unremitting and successful 1n
their efforts to render the visit to the fine old town as
agreeable as possible.  The members carry away
pleasant remimscences of the Comwall mecting.
Much good and important work may be expected from
the dehiberations of the brethren of the Synod of Mon-
treal and Ottawa.  Besides discussing various ques-
tions that came up at the other Synods, 1n addition to
the abte presentation of the work done by the French
Evangehzauon Board by the Chairman and Secretary,
the report presented by the Rev. FProfessor Scrimger,
on Protestant Education 1n the Province of Quebec,
and the discussion that ensued, ought to receive sen-
ous attention. It was deciaedly refreshing to hear
-outspuken words on the practice of Protestant parents
sending thair children to be educated in Koman Catho-
lic mnstututions. It 1s high ume that this matter re-
ceived the consideration 1t deserves.

WE see no good purpose that can be served by
sending the overture anent work among Roman
Catjyolics that came before the Presbytery of Toronto
last week to the General A sembly. If anybody
wishes to engage n that buad of work now he s at
perfect liberty to do so.  Ifit is proposed to add an-
other scheme to our church work, the Assembly will
nip the proposal in the bud. We have quite as many
zchemes now as the Church is willing to support. To
add another while some of those already in existence
avs suffering from a want of funds would be the height
of folly. We have our special work among the
Catholics of Quebec, and the Church 1s not in a position
to undertake any further work of thut kind at present,
Let us do all in our power to strengthen the hands of
the French Evangelization Committee and make that
wurk as successful as possibie before starting a scheme
that might be a rival if uct & hindrance to the one
already in existene. Tu say that work might be
done in this new field is to say nothing to the point.
A dozen different kinds of work might be attempted 3
k.. the Church must sclect the most pressing, and

certainly the work already undertaken in Quebec is
very much more pressing than that which has not been
undertaken in Ontario. If we were even beginning the
work now Quebec would have stronger claims than
Ontario.

TORONTO was favourad Iast week with a visit from
the prince of living lecturers—John B, Gough. Time
and incessant lubcur have made some changes in his
appearance. The bushy-black hair and whiskers of
ather days have become white ; his voice is 10t quite
5o flexible as 1t once was, but Gough is stil Gough.
In his own bne he 1s unapproached and unapproach-
able. Eclipscis firstand there is no second. e has
kept his hold on the public longer than any living
man, and he draws as well as he everdid.  Of coursc,
no report ever does fhim justice, You might as
well try to report a thunderstorm. Even if the words
ware il taken down they would convey no idea of the
impression made. Doubtless, one reason why Gough
has kept his hold on the public so long 1s thatn all
his lectures and in every part of cach lecture he
teaches most important Iessions. Behind his most
ludicrous anecdote, or his finest description, or s
most side-splitting mimicry, there is always a noble
lesson of some kind.  Hec is a true man, and teaches
a good moral with great power. One reason wl y you
arc sorry when the twohours are over, instead of glad
at the end of ong, as you usually feel when anybody
else fertures, is because Gough intruduces a never-
ending variety. He teasons, describes, paints, ap-
peals, makes you laugh and weep, appeals to your con-
science and keeps changing from one thing to another
sn often that you never know until the two hours are
up The bane of public . gcaking is munutuny. Hum-
drmm is a curse.

Tue world has never seen nobler efforts made by a
statesman than those made by the FPrenuer of Eng-
land duning the past few weeks to preserve the peace

England untarmished. His policy was well condensed
mthe last sentence of the peroration of his great
speech when he asked for nfty-ive mullions to pros-
cuute the war;

I believe that, with one heart and one soul, and one pur-
puse unly, while reserving the absolute iberty of judging the
cvnduct of the Government and visiing  them with 1ts con-
sequences, the House will go forward to perform and meet
the demands of justice and the calls of honour, and will,
subject only to justice and to honour, labour forthe purposes
of peace.

The demands of justice must be met and the calls of
honour obeyed at whatever cost of treasure and blood.
But the Chnistian Premier of England held, and stil)
holds, that 1t 15 s duty to do everytinng possible
within the lines of honour and justice to prescrve
peace. To our mind, one of the most revolung spec-
tacles of the present day 1s the disappointment mam-
fested by su many people calling themselves civihized
bewause these two great empires have not taken each
vther by the throat.  The cool brutabty with which
sume of these people can contemplate the horrors of
the baulefield and the hospual, the callous way 1n
which they speak about the thousands of devastated
homes the stiuggle would make, leads one to ask
whether avihizauon has done much for us after all.
Some men whou even profess to be Chnstians seem as
cruel and callous as Poundmaker or big Lear, with
this difference, that these Indian chiefs nisk thewr
lives, while the men who call Gladswne a coward
tahe preuious good care thas they keep out of mfle
range. A good many of them wish to make some
money out of the blood of their fellow-countrymen.
That is the kind of patriots they are,

As a rule we avoid any reference to congregational
troubles, but when the affairs of a congregation are
regularly before a Church court and the proceedings
are published far and wide in the daily press, . the
trouble points a moral then we think silence is not a
duty. The Carlton Street Church troubles in this
city should be a subject of camest meditation to those
Presbyteries that are always ready te organize ner
congregations on very flimsy grounds. Such work is
usually done in this way. A few people, probably
without any sufficient reasou, break away from the
congregation or congregations to which the; belonged.
They go- before the Presbytery and ask for 2 new
crganization. Usualiy they make offers that they Lave
not the ability to carry out, and promises that- are

of Lurope, and, at the saine time, keep the honour of

.

seldom kept.  Quite often they are very angry or
very much excited, and peeple in that condition
usually speak mare than they think. Some metuber
of Presbytery is almost surc to champion their cause.
Any number of specious arguments can always be used
in support of such a position. It scems very evangeli-
cal and pious to fight for a new * centre of influence,”
as it is usually called; though the result sometimes
shows that the influence is not particularly spiritual
The question {s asked, Will you refuse the Gospel to
these people ? and gencrally the Presbytery gives way
about this point and cstablishes a congregation thatis
no more nceded than five wheels are needsd on a
waggon. The next thing is to lay sicge to some minis.
ter,and the promise-making businessis again goneinto,
Now the trouble begins. Some of the promises are
broken carly in the first year and a large number of
them at the end of it.  The glowing predictions that
were made about crowds that were waiting to rush
into the church the moment a scttlement took place
arc found to have no foundanon, The funds are not
forthcoming ; and then the leaders in the movement
usually turn round and aduse the minister they de.
ceived. The whole thing perbaps gocs to pieces, or
becomes an eye-sore to the Presbytery foryears, The
remedy for this is quite simple—never orhanizc a con-
gregation except 1n places where a congregation can
exist and perhaps grow, Presbyteries might also be
expected to know that the passions or even prejudices
of human nature scarcely constitute a basis on which
a Christian congregation can be expecied to flounsh,

DON'T WASTE YOUR MINISTER'S TIMF

IN his admirable address at the Cobourg Conference,
the Rev. D. J. Macdonnell suggested parentheticallya
very valuable hint. Referring to the kind of preaching
best suited to the present time, he indicated that much
of the difficulty in giving serious thought and attention
to the work of pulpit preparation was occasioned by the
many interruptions to which every ministes, more cs-
pecially those of large cities, is subject. It was i
no fretful or querulous spirit that the remark was maae.
It was very brief, but it spoke volumes.

Of the existence of this great evil many are aware;
but, unfortunately, many more are cntircly tncon.
scious. The feeling that a minister’s time is of com-
paratively little value is nut confined to the indifferent
who profess to imagmne that a minister has little or
nothing to do. In most congregations there are active
workers who imagine that the minister may attend
every cunceivable kind of a meeting and take pan
in every scheme of good doing that 1s onginated,
Many belonging to this class of Christian workers are,
witlout being aware of it, unreasonably exacting, 1f
the minister has manliness and firmness enough to
decline such invitations, he is too often misjudged,
and his refusal is regarded as an offence.

In these particulars some peuple, it must be owned,
are very unreasonable, but all the blame does not ue

“with them On the ministers themselves some of &t

must rest. In some instances, overweening vanity
tempts a minister to appear un every platform to make
“the speech of the evening” un every occasion that
offers, and to have a hand in every philanthropi,
benevolent, or other movement that the fertilh bramn
can invent. Without knowing or intending it, s. .h
minister dissipates his encrgies, lessens the .. saiwe
of his special work, and instead of exten<'ng his in-
fluence he weakens it. In these busy days ny man wan
do many things well. A multiplicity of duties neces:
sarily renders the thorough performance of them all
an impoessibility. A wise man will husband his re
sources and aim at doing the special work he is
called of God to do, to the very best of his ability.
Presbyterianism the world over owes its influence
for good to faithful pulpit work. When this is neg-
lected it becomes weak. To be a faithful ambassador
of Christ, to preach the words of life, is the highest hon.
our, the noblest field of labour, to-which anyone can
aspire. [tis worthy of the consecration of the best
talent and endowments that can be devoted to it, and
the faitk.fil ministry of the Word requires ather cog-
nate duties no less important,the neglect of which
cannot be compensated for by attention to a host of
multifarious calls that might be jnst as well if not bet-
ter attended to by others. By a too easy compliance
with burdensome and trivial exactions, ministers have
accustomed people.to make insatiable demands on
their time, encrgies, and strenyth that seriously inter-
fere with the.c own;proper work, and which account
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