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ATHEISTIC SCIANTISTS,

Thete 13 a sort of man whose faith wall
In thew five ingers, and what hogening binngs,
Wil all beyond .-medruus great and smatl,
L anamed, unc. unted 1 their tale of things,
A race of blinkards, who peruse the case
And shell of ule, but tecl no soul behind,
And n the mashalled wotld can tind a §lace
Forall ihmp, unly net the marshatling Mind
"T'w strange . s sad; and yet why blame the mole
Fot channelling earth? -such earthly things are they .
L. en let theas muster forth 1o blank atray,
Feames win no piciutes, pictures with nu soul.
1, »mle this dxsal Jdume v'erspans the sod,
Wil own the builder’s hand and worship God.
— Fohn Stuart Binckie in Good FWeords,

INTE!ILECT AND SPIRIT.

Man’s spintval nature, by whici he can discern
God and wall 1n holiness, and thereby find his true
oy 1o loving and serving his maker, is enveloped 1n
a thick cloud of ignorance and unbelief. Man thus
enveloped as to his spirit, 1s spiritually dead, since
datkness, 10 this instance at leasy, is the concomitant
of death. In conjunction with his spintual, man also
possesses an intellectual nature. But sin has made a
scparation between them. The spiritual, in the unye-
generate man, is divorced {rom the intellectual nature,
and he is thus tde waif of unbelief. With increasing
light dawning upon his intellect, man progresses, as
the »~ como and go, ia social comfort and material
pros, crity, and thus gradually but surely is ameliorat.
ing his own temporal condition. He also learns better
to understand the phenomena of nature, tracing effects
to their cause. At the samne time he discovers that
behind all there 1s a something which his intellect
cannot grasp—a something deyond i1ts comprekension,
That something believers name God. But the intel.
lect bereft of spiritual illumination fais to recog-
nize Him, 5. ¢, recognize Him as the giver of life and
the upholder of all things. By his intellect man also
learns from the volume of the written Ward that all
things are of God and from God ; that He made maan
holy, endowing him with freedom of wall; that man
fell from bis once holy estate through disobedience ;
that when all was ready Jesus the Christ, the Son of
God, came to win man back to his former state—
fellowship with God, in which state his two natures
harmoniously blended ; that fanth in that Son and 1n
His finished wotk is the instrument by which this de-
sired end is to be effected, and moreover he learns
that the Holy Spirit, one ot the blessed Trnnity, s pre-
seat in the world, carryiog on the redemptive work of
Christ. The ntellect may learn all this, krow all
this, believe all this, and yet the spint remain 1n dark-
ness and death.  The intellect cannot carry us beyond
the hmats of its own realm. lno the ianermost shrine
of man's breast that spirit—the spint God breathed
nto man when he became a hving soul—dwells. The
intellect occupies a different, a separate chamber,
because a separate {unction of the soul. While the
dark cloud of ignorance and unbelief veils the former
there is no communication between them. There
cannot be ; for besides the barner-cloud of 1gnorance
and unbelief the spunt hies dead within 1ts chamber.
But truc lbife, a life unto God and holiness, ensues
when the spint 1s awakened and :lluminated, and the
feelings now ammating 1t interpeuetrate th~ mtellect
and warm 1t into a loving and adorable recognition of
God in Chnst. By his fall Adam’s fellowship with
God was dissolved, and the divine life of the spirit was
quenched although its divine substance remaiped, but
not unimpaired.

Observe further ; the intellect is enlightened by
contact, persistant and constant, with other intellects ;
and this either by the aid of the living voice, or
through the medium of books. In this way intellect
enlightens intellecr, #>=-Zuus it, as steel sharpens
steel. Thus it 1s by or through that which is of us,
and common to us that we are enlightened intellect-
ually. And 1t nll at once appear evident that the
more we assoctate with and cultivate mtellect, the
stronger and brighter and clearer will the intellect be-
come. Somewhat analagous is it in respect to the
spirit, #. ¢., the spint within us, only with this differ-
ence: We are enlightened spintually, and coanse-
quently salvationally by what is outside of us and
above us. The mere historical belief of what God
did for man 1n the past, will neither save the soul nor

needed. God made us; and all that go to make us
the rational and intelligent beiogs we ate, come from
Him. But the spirit within us, which enables us to
love God and keep His commandments is, however,
mysterious and incomprehensible to our finite minds,
the divine essence, for God breathed it from Himself,
By it God would be glonfied n the wotld within the
breast of man, as He is by His presence in the world
without. The spirit is dormant in the maun spiritually
dead. \When, however, by the mighty power of God,
a rift is made in the cloud which envelopes it, and the
Holy Spirit rouses it irom its lethargy, then the cheer.
ing rays from the Son of Righteousness beam in upon
1t and warm it into vigorous activity. Hence, it is what
is outside and beyond the spirit in man that is re-
quisite to awaken bim out of his spiritual steep, or
death, and when so awakened to enlighten him to be-
hold the perfections that arc in God ; to behold the
beauties of holiness, and to live unto Him through
faith in His Son Christ Jesus. The spirit, as in the
case of the intellect, iz enlightened by contioual and
steadfast waiting upon and assiduous cultivation of
that which 1s akin to it and its true benefactor. The
Holy Spirit is ever preseant to illuminate the spirit of
the believer The more we wait apon Him, and
court His stay, the more we will be assimilated like
unto Christ, and manifest that spirituality of character
obtainable only by such waiting. To exhibit this
character in all its completeness and comprehensive-
ness, the character of a true believer, born of the
Sprrit, is not the implanting by God of anew principle ;
it is the awakening by the Holy Spiritof the slumber-
ing spirit in man. But the spirit in man, unlike bis
intellect, which is awakr. ~d and ealightened by con-
tact with other inteliects—and which would remain in
a sense dead and unenlightened if not awakened and
cultivated—can be awakened and illuminated only by
the Spirit of God.  Or, in other words, men's intellect
is awakencd and enlightened by that which is allied
or related to it—the intellects of other men ; the spirit
of man by that which is akin or cognate to it—the
Spirit of God, * The last Adam was madea quicken.
ing spirit,” more correctly makes alive from a state of
death,

We thus ses the 1nalogy that exists between intel-
lect and spirit, and the means that are necessary to
arouse into activity the one and the other. Butmark
the difference in the sight of God ; the man whose
spirit is dead or dormant is guilty before God, guilty
because he is dead to hehold God as his benefactor
and preserver ; guilty because he has brokea His
laws, and is in a state of rebellion against God;
guilty because he loves Him not, nor keeps His com-
mandments ; guilty because he seeks not to be washed
from His sins and made an heir ¢, salvation. That
sinful and rebellious man may escape the punishmeant
due to his impenitence and rebellion, God bas made
ample provision, Fuith in His Son and in the merits
of His shed blood, will reconcile man to God. Christ’s
office 1s to bnng men to repentance and grant them
eternal forgiveness and peace. This can oaoly be ef-
fected by the awakening into hfe of the spirit within
by the Holy Spisit, and that all may be awakened,
God invites to ask of Him.—-Rev. 7. Carmichacl, 3. A.

HOLD FAST YOUR PROFESSION.

You know we are often in a great flutter, but Christ
never was. We are put out by objectors, but Christ
never was. We fly from pillar to post in alarm, but
He never did. He was always self.contained and
quiet ; and often He thought of His adversaries, if
not with contempt, yet certainly never with fear; for
a bruised reed He would not break. He would not
take the trouble to do it; and the smoking flax He
would not quench—He just let it smoke on; it
did not trouble Him, He knew no harm would
come of it. He waited, and is waiting, until an-
other time shall come when He shall take mea-
sures with his adversaries. But while He was here,
He was calin, quiet and confident. But I am afraid
that it is not the mark of every professic, “hristian
now to L2 very confident. Oh, what a flutter there
has been in the dove-cot, when thers have been but
tokens of some philosophical bawk up in the sky!
There is a rumour that some new philosophy out of
the ten thousand philosephies that bave come and
gooe, like the weeds with the spring—there is a
rumour that some new philosophy is coming up, some-
thing very wonderful, which will prove that from
Genesis to Revelation all the books of Scripture can

illuminate the spirit of man. Something more is

be torn to pieces; and some go home and canpot
sleep of nights about thet. There is anthing in it,
brethren, there never was anythinginit. . . . . .
There aro means of getting to certainty. Use those
means. Perhaps the simplest iz one 1 often bave to
use. [am afraid I am no child of God sometimes,
1 never debate the point now with the devil, for he is
more clever by a long way than ! am; but 1 putit
thus © Well, suppose 1 never did belivein Christ, then
1 will believe in Him now—1 will just go afresh to
Him, and begin agaio, if 1 did begin ; or begin now if
I never did begin at all. And so with that straight
short cut to peace and happiness, 1 do content myself
to live each day by faith upon the Son of God. Oh,
let all your *1fs,” and * buts,” and ** ands,” and * per-
adventures,” which are such a drag to your spirit, be
driven far away by believing God simply, and in be-
lieving Himy you shall have “confidence.” . . . .
Hold tast your confidence ; for it is but for a lfttle
while that you and | shall be here. We are passing
away. Just now some of us are loasing friends every
day. I see many here with grey heads. Ah! you
must soon pass away. Beloved! however much we
might wish to spare your lives you will soon be gone.
You will want something, believe me, in the hour of
death, that is certain. My dear grandfather, after
having preached the Gospel sixty-three years in one
place, came to die ; and as ane of my uncles stood at
his bedside he quoted the hymn :

** Firm as the earth Thy Goipel stands.”
Said he, *James, I do [n2t like Dr. Watts sayiag,
‘ Firm as the carth ;' why the carth is slipping and
sliding away under my fecteven now. James, 1 want
somcthing firmer than the earth now ; 1 like the Doc-
tor better when he sings :

* Firm as His tArone His promise stands.’,”
Ah that is it; we want something as firm as the
*Throne of God 1 "—C. K., Spurgeon.

RULES FOR A YOUNG MAN.

The following paper was found among the manu.
scripts of the late Rev, Algernon S. Macmaster, D.D.,
and is published for the benefit of the young men in
whom he took so great an interest :

PLAIN COMMON SENSE RULES FOR A YOUNG MAN

WHO WISHES TO MAKE THE MOST OF HIMSELF.

1. Keep regular hours. Take the night for repose
—eight hours of sound, good sleep every night.

2. Take sufficient wholesoms, well-cooked food.

3. Nointoxicating drinks or drugs; no tobacco in
any form.

4. System, regularity, order, in work, rest, study ot
play.

5. Try to redecm some time every day, for useful
reading and study.

6. Shun bad compbany of men and women ; better
none, than worse than none,

7. Fear God and keep His commandments. Pray
daily ; read the Bible ; remember the Sabbath day,
to keep it holy.

8. Remember that this life is only the beginning of
life ; ume reaches forward ,and takes hold on eter-
nity.

9 Do all you can to make others good and happy.

10. Love, trust in, serve Jesus Chust, your Lord and
Saviour.—Presbylerian Bannes.

THE SECRET OF SUCCESS.

Not long before Mr. Lincoln became President he
made an address in Norwich, Ct. A clergymann
the audience listened with keen interest. In the
worning 2t the station he was introduced to Mr
Lincoln who immediately asked him to sit with him.

He said, “ Mr. Lincoln, I heard your address last
evening.”

“Yes, 1 saw that you did.?

“But you don’t mean that you could siagle out zay
one person in such a throng ! ¥

“1 knew you at once, before the Mayor introduced
us.”

“ Well, Mr. Lincoln, will you please tell me how
you acquired your wonderful art of putting things.”

Mr. Lincoln smiled. “ Yes you are quite right : 1
did acquire it, I worked for it. Whien I was a youth,
nothing made me so mad as to havea man say a
thing I couldn’t understand. I went to my room,
shut myself in, and staid, till by walking back and
forth, I had picked to pieces what I had heard, and
then recast it in perfectly simple language.”




