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presence wvas barclv tolerated ; and wc can faucy to wvhat si'e their
prejudices would lean wlmen aTIy dispute arose recgardinug fishery î'ights,
or when their own interests were concerned. The resuit of inquiries,
institiîted af'terwards, shows that the mnost frightful abuseswere perpe-
trated, and the inost tyrannical practices we re universal under tliis
syvstcm. Meaumtiîîîe. the tieighbouring colonies were growing into,
;)ower and gieatnes's, wviî1 niatural advivitages by no means superior to
those of Nuwfouudliîicl but under just laws and the fostering care of
the Mother Country. Interested parties spread the most unfounded
statemeuts regarding the cliiate and Soul of Newfoundland in order

1 dter Crrat crn -;oig Lo their home ; and the country

wvas systcmahica lIy re1îresentcd as utterly unfit for cultivation and as
01nlY a barreni rock ou which. fisil miglit be dried.

TIIE DAWN 0F BE'ITER DAYS.

Under ail discouragemnents, the population continued slowly to in-
crease. The people would not be driven away. In spite of' the strict-
est regu1ationis, sonie remained behind att the cl~ose of cachi fishing-
season, and so addcd to the natural increase of' the resident popula-
tion. In 1728 a ncw era dlawned ou Newfouadland. Lord Vere
]3eauclcrk, who then conîmatucled the naval force on thu station, ivas
clear-sighted enoughi to discover thue causes of the prev'ailing abuses
and hotiest euioughii to inake effectual representations to the Govern-
ment at houîc. Thle result -was the appointinent, of Captain Henry Os-
borne as flrst Governor of -Niewfoiiudlaud, %vitr1î a commission to nomi-
nate justices of thec peace, and ec;tablisIî some form of civil (rovern-
ment. Thus the great boo a, long asked for in va asi

vn, wsat length
gyrantcd, and Newfoundland at last rose itito the rank of a British
Colouy. The crm of local civil n overninent was thus obtained, and
giradually, thoughi slowly, i,, exp.andcLd. But, for înany years, the
Glovernors fotund tIuemsclves almoýýt powerless ini coiseqitelce of the
statute of %Villiam 3rd alre.idy referred to, and the deteriination of
the fishing Ailmirals not to recognize the newly-created aut hority, or to
abate tlie exercise of theiî' uulimited powers. For a series of years
there 'vas au iucrcasing conflict betweeu these two authorities, tho
rival functionaries constantly sending home complaints to the home
goverrîment. «and the merchants and slîip-owners strenuoLisly oppo0sing
the new ord&r of tlugs. lu 1750 the powers of local goverument re-
ceived ana inmportaut auingmentation in thc appointment of Comrnissioners
of Oyer and Terminer, before whom felous could be tried within the
limits of the figland. Tfhe faîl of Quebec, in 1759, gave the death-
blow to the French power in America. Three years later, however,
they. renewed their attempts on Ncwfoiundlafld. In June, 1762, a
French expeditiou arrived in the Bay of Bulis, twventy miles from St.
John's, and landed a force wlîich marched overland, and surprised the
féeble garrison of the cap)ital. Their triumph, howeveî', was short-
lived. A British force was speedily collected and landed at Torbayt.
seven miles north of St. John's. The troops muarched on the capital,
which, after a sharp struggle, was carried by assault, and the French
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