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of the Municipal Oligarchv, were
Ar-ni-?tiians, anîd weî e coýmnonilv
I*egai decl Iy the mul:inide* as littie
berter tfiai Papits. 'Iie l'rinces
of the H1ouse of Onehad geue-
raliv bi'en the patrons of the Cal-
*vni,tic d'%iiitv, and owed no snialt
shave of thien opiui to their
zeal for. the doctrines of election
and final perbeverance, a zeal lnot
always enlig-,tened bv '.inowlediý,e,
or ve-nipered by hunianiry. WVil-
liam bail been carefully inistructed
flora a childl, in the theological
systemi to whviceh bis Faniily had
been attached, and regarded that
svstem %vith even more tlian -. ie
partiality, wvlich men geîierally
feel for a hiereditarv Faith. He
hud ruminated on thle great eni-
mils which liai] been discussed in
the 'Synod of Dort, and) had found
in the austere and inflexible Iog-.7ic
of the Genevese sehool, soînethingrZ
which suited hizi intellect and bis
temiper. That cxanimle of intoler-
ance, iuiderd, whichi Soue of bis
predece.,sors had set, lie îiever im-
itated. For ail persecution lie feit
a fixed aversion, whichi lie avowed,
not only where the avowal was
obviously politic, but on occasions
when it seemed that his interest
woulcl have been proniored by dis-
simulation, or by silence. is
theological opiniionis, howvever, were
even mare decidvd than those of
bis ancestors. 'l'le tenet of pre-
destination was the kev-stoiie of
bis religion, Hie evenl declared
that if lie were to abandon iat
tenet, lie niust abandon wvitti it ail
belief iii a Suleîinicndiing Provi-
dtiice, aud inust beconie a mere
Epicurean. ]ixccpt iii this single
instance, ail the sap of hýs vigor-

ous mind, was early drawn away
fromn tue specuilative to the prac-
tical. Th'le faculties iihich are
nezessarv foi- tie conduct ofgla
afflirs, ipIenedl in liim- at a tine of
lif'e wvher they have scarcely begun
to blossoin iii ordinary men. Silice
Octavius, the world lias seen no
silch. instance of 1)iec(>cious states-
manship. Skilfnl diplomatists were
surprised to hear the weighty ob-
servations, wvhich, at seveixteen,
the Prince made on public affiîirs;
and stili more surprised to see the
lad,ini situations in wvhichi he miglit
be expected to betray strong pas-
sion, pi eserve a composure as iin-
perturbie as their own. At eighteen
he sat aniong- the Fathers of the
Comimonwealth ; grraVe, disci-eet
azid judiciotîs as the oldest amnong
thein. At twentv-one, in a d-ay of
gloom, and terror, lie 'vas placed at
the Head of the Administration.
At twenty-thriee, lie %vas renowvned
tliroughiout Europe, as a soldier
and a politician. He badl put do-
maestic factions undler his feet ; hie
ivas the soul of a mighty Coalition;
and he had contended with honor
in the field, agaiust sotue of the
greatest Generals of the age.

Ilis persona] tastes were those
rather of a warrior than of a stateb-
man; but hie. like his great grand-
father, the silent Prince, wvho foun-
ded trie Batavian Commoîîwe .11h,
occupies a far lîiglir place among
statesmen than among Nwarriors.
'l'le event of battles, indeed, is liot
an unfailing test of the abilities of
a Conim;înuer ; and it wotnld be
peculiarly ilrijust to applv this tes-t
to WVilliamn, fur it was lis fortune
to be almost alwavs oppiosed to
Captains who were consummate
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