PLEASANT HOURSE.

Ohristmas Hymn.

f.0 ' the merry bells aro ringling
‘Thielr fwent welcomo to the morn,
And tho white-robed cholrs aro singlug
* Unto us a child 18 born

Apd thero's many a kindly greeting
¢t this hag py Clrlstmans Day !

Y en, there's many a joyous mecting
\With old t1tends from fur away !

Every kind and generous feoling
Gladsome Christmastide imparts;
* Peace on carth * to man revealing,
Halled with joy by many hearts,

Would we reallze Its gladness
Would we share its holy calm,

Let us look on others’ sadness,
It us bring a sonthing halm.

For the &eed of love we're sowing,
In a blessing shall appear;

From the heavenly sourco o'erflowing,
It slirll erown the coming yeur.

LESSON NOTES.
FOURTH QUARTER.
S8TUDIES IS THE OLD TESTAMENT.

FOURTH QUARTERLY REVIEW, .
DECEMBER 31.
GOLDEN 'TEXT.
Bless the Lord, O my goul, and forget
hot aall his benefits.—Psalm 103, 2,

HOME READINGS.

M., (Christmas)  Joyful news.—Luke 2.
1-11.

Tu. Haman's plot against the Jews.—
Esth. 3. 1-11.

W. Esther pleading fur her people.-

Esthh. 8. 3.8, 15-17.

Ezra's journey to Jerusalem.—IEzra

8. 21-32.

Nehemiah's prayer.—Neh, 1, 1-11.

S. Rebullding the walls.—Neh, 4. 7-18.

Sy, Public reading of the Scriptures.—
Nech, 8. 1-12.

1. Study carefully the Titles and Golden
Texts of each lesson.

11. Stato pleturesque facts of the les-
sons as suggested by the following hints ;

1. A beautiful womun prostrate before
a king. '

2. A crowd of worshippers gatherlng in
the temple.

3. A great bonfire of battle-axes, spears,
aud sheaths.

4. A large coagregation lstening to
the reading of the word of God.

6. A party of soldlers attacking o party
ot labourers.

6. They that feared the Lord talking to-
gether about him.

7. A drunken man,

$. Priests offering sick and infilrm ani-
mals as sacrifices.

9. A crowd of merchants and hucksters
outsido the clty wall

10. A Persian noble alone in prayer.

11. Returning captives laughing and
singing with delight.

12. A man dressed in blue and white
with a crown of gold on his head,

13. A man weighing and counting out
sold and sllver to twelve priests.

14. A king giving his signet ring to a
mnn.

UI. State what we are taught iu the
Jessons :

1. About peace and harmony in U)o’

church.
2, About the relgn of Cheist.
3. About God’s providence.

4. About a man reaping what ho sows. |

€ About the feast of Purim.

God.

7. About the Sabbath day,

8. About trusting ia ths Lord.

9. About the return of thoe Jews to
Jerusalem,

10. About abstainiag from intoxicants.

11. About studying the Scriptures.

12. About vowing in tears and reaping
in joy.

13. Adbout redullding Jerusalem.

6. About liberal giving in *he church ot l

THE OHRISTMAS TREE.

A very beautiful legend, says
The Ilousehold, makes Martin
Luther tho o. ‘ginator ot tho first
Clristmas tree. Thn story runs
that he was travelilng alono
through a forest on Clrlstmnas
Bve The sky glittered with
innumerable stars, sc cheering
und (nspiring to tho great Re-
former that he cut a smail fir-
treo, and whon ho reached homo
fastened to It many wax tapers
and ret {t up as an object-lesson
to his (Lildien v renund taem
of 1Lal eveming in Bethiehem
when Christ was born the light
of the world.

Be this as it may, we find the Chrlst-
mas tree {n common use among tko Qer-
mans before tho lattor half of the seven-
teenth century, which makos it some-
what surprising that Goetho should never
have seen one uantll 1766, which ho de-
ucribes as being adorned with sweots and
having under it a sugar Christ-child.

When tha Reformers separated them-
selves from the Cathollic Church they dis-
carded the manger with tho Christ-child,
scen in all Cathollc countries on Christ-
mas Eve, along with many other rites
and ceremonies, and suvstituted in its
stead the decorated tree. It is only dur-
ing this century that it had been intro-
duced fnto Catholle countries, but now
1t 13 almost as popular in Spain, France,
Italy, and Russla us It is In England and
Amorica.

In Franco ft was introduced by the
Princess ot Orleans, and firmly estal-
tished later by Eugenle. It was fn 1840,
too, when Albert became Prince Consort,
that a tree was added to the royit: fes-
tivitles.

It was brought Into America by the
Dutch settlers of Now York and the Ger-
mans of Pennsylvania, but its growth
was slow among the Purltans, where h

waa looked upon as a sinful custom of
popery. It was not until about 1830
that it beeamne popular among all classes;
but the tree of that time, with its paper
flowera, apples, gilded nuts, and awful
confeetions in the shupes of hearts,
doves. ote, made of sugar. water. and
flour, bora little resemblance to tho richly
decorated treo of to Jay, which sometimes
not only revolves LY olectricity, but I8
lighted by the same agoency.

k.,

Jesus, Saviour, teach thou mo
Holy lessons from thy word;

Mako mo more and more like theo,
Since my heart thy voice hath heard.

Pundita Ramaba) has returned to Indin
and intends to glve herself more directly
to religlous work. Henceforth she will
e a mirglonary, dovoting herself more
und more to the work of ovangelization.
Full of enthuslasmn, gifted intellectually
anu apiritually for such work, she will be
able to make as great n success of Gos-
pel work as she has of preaching and
organizing.  Mbreover. she will kindle
widespread enthusfasin among 1India’s
anverted daughters for the salvation
of thair fell w-countrymen and country-
yomen.,

— -

¢ BETHLEHEM-TOWN.

BY FKEUGENE FIELD.

As I was going to Bethlehem-town,

Upon the earth I cast me down
All underneath a little tree

That whispered in this wise to mo:
* Oh, I shall stand on Calvary,

And bear what burthen saveth thee.”

L J

\s up I fared to Bethlchem-town
I met 8 shepherd coming down,
And thus he quoth - ** A wondrous sight
11ath spread befure mlne eyes this
night—
An angel host most fair to sce
That sung full sweetly of a treo
That shall uplift on Calvary,
What burthen saveth you and me.

And as I got to Bethichem-town,

10! wigo mcn came that bore & crown—
“Is there,” cricd I, “in Bethlehem

A King shall woar this diadem 1

That shall be lifted on the tree
And freely shed on Calvary
What blood redeemeth us and thee.”

Unto a Child in Bethlehem-town,
The wise men came and brought the
crown,
And while the infant smiling slept
Upon their knees they fell and wept;
But, with her bube upon her knee,
Nu.ught recked that mother of the treo
That should uplift on Calvary
What burthen saveth all and me.

A_ain I walk in Bethlehem-town,
And think on him that wears the
crown——
I may not kiss his feet again
Nor worchip him as did I then;
My King hath died upon the tree,
And hath outvoured on Calvary

*“ Good sooth,” they quoth, “and 1t 18 he ¢ What blood redesmeth yon and me !

It Oamo Upon tho Midnight Olear.

It came upon tho inldnight clear
That glorlous gong of old,
From angels bending near tho earth,
To touch their harps of gola;
‘“ Peace on the earth good witl to men,
From henven's ali-graclous King:”
Tho world in golemn stiliness lay,
To lhear the angels sing.

Still through the cloven skies thoy come,
With peaceful wings unfuried,

And still thelr heavenly music flonts
O'er all the weary world;

Above its sad and lowly plalos
They bend on hovering wiang,

And over o'er its Babel sounds
Tho blessed angels sing.

And ye, boneath )ife’s crushing load,
Whose forms are bending low,

Who toll along the climbing way,
With painful steps and slow,

Look now ! for glad and golden hours
Como swiftly on tho wing;

Oh, rest beside the weary road,
And hear the acgels sing.

For, lo, the days are hastoning on,
By prophet bards foretold,

When with the ever-circling years,
Comes round the age of gold;

When poaco shall over all the earth
1ts anclent splendours fiing,

And the whole world give back the song
Which now the angels sing.

Books for
the Children

Illustrated Board Covers

180. onoh
The Littlo Lamb

Jlow it wandored, how it suffered, and how
it wassnved by the Good Shapherd. largo
type, fully lllustrted.

The Beautiful Gleaner _
ILargo type, fully Hlustrated.

Thinvs That Have Wing:t
Largo 1y, fully Nusteal

Dicky-Bird Tales and Dicky-Bird
PHotures for Little Folka, Fully filustrated,

A Obristmas Hamper
A _volumo of plclu]iea and storios for little

folks.

T:0 %gen of Hoarts
A k of favourito numery rhymes, with
plctures to patnt,

Playtime Pictures and S8tories for
Children.

Protty Pets and Pictuies
Sthlco of animals for Nttle {cIka.

. 230. oach
Undoer the Oak Tree
Plcturcs and storios for tho littio onos.
Tibby's Tales
Apicture book for littlo pcople.
35¢. oach

Our Little Dot's Pets
Little Dot’s Fun and Frolic
Peops for Little Bright Byes
Pictures and Stories
Launch the Lifeboat
By Mrs. O. F. Walton.
Pratty Pictures for Our Little Dots
Easy Steps for Little Folks

Tho Children's Watusal History
By G. Androw Hutchizon and IRos. Theo-
dore Wood, F.E.S. Profusely illustrated.

Tales Told in the Nursery .
A child's book of common things. By L. 1.
Tongo and E. M. Tongo.

Pictures for Little Toddlers
With ono hundred and twentyseven cn.
gravings.

m%lre '%\Wu%&'f%%\%:eaﬂd&% Boach. By
F. M. Holmos.

True Stories for the Little Onea
By L. ¥. Tongo &nd E., 3L Torige.

The above are all sent postp i

500. eavh, postage 100. extra
The Adventures of Robinson Orusoe
Foo young folke. Fully ilustrated.

A %ift {,‘:ﬁ:x{egmm With one bundred

Al
u{d twenty-cight {llustrations.

$1.25, postpald
ungsters
YOA volumo of pictures and storios, Thix
book's for tho youngsiers, the Noras and
A A SEn o e b
Clgungy:nd Haroldo and Teds; etc.
WE PAY POSTAGE.

ANNANAANANANAN -
WILLIAM BRIGGS,

Mothodiat Book and Publishing House.
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