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Interest in the em-
plre of Japan jncrenses.
Twenty-five years ago
that beautitul country
was largely an un-
known land; but of
fate, {n answer to the
demand for fuller and
more accurate informa-
tion in regard to the
“Flewery Kingdom"”
and its innabltants,
books have multipifed,
unti] we are almost
ready to cry. “Epoagb*™’

Of the many books
relating to Japan and
the Japanese, few are
more interesting than
*hat, by Mr Maclay,
vhose “Budget of
Lotters” {3 the text
of the present article.
Mr. Maclay tells us
that during bhis so-
Journ in “the land of
the gods and of the
rising sun,” he made
it a practice *‘ to care-
fully reduce to -writ-
ing his observa-
tions and experlences.”
Thesse he afterward re-
wrote in the form of letters, and we
have in consequence, a racy, readable
and Instructive volume. The range of
topics covered by these letters is large.
We get a2 glimpse of old feudal times in
Japan. We are treated tc a vivid pen-
plcture of life {n the interfor. Some
notion of school-teaching, its difficulties
and characteristics, is irmparted. Sketches
are given of the principal cities and chier
points of iuterest of the country. And,
of greater moment than these, we learn
ot the social problems in Japan, and of
the progress of missionary labour among
this wonderful people. It wiil besufficlent
to add, in connection with our outllne
of the general plan of the work, that
the time covered by the letters extends
from Octoder, 1873, to January, 1878.

One of the earliest points of attraction
to the wvisitor in Japan §2 Yokohema, a
“city built upon a broad tongue of land
jutting into Yeddo Bay. On one slde
is Yokohama harhour; on the other is
Mississippt Bay.” It is a cosmopolitan
city., almost all mnatienalitiss being re-
presented; hence it i3 not the most fav-
ourable place to select in order to study
Japamcse life and character. TYokohama,
during Mr. Muclay’s knowledge of it, en-
jorved %the reputation of b2ing “the
wickedest place in the empire”  This
{s the patural result of the contact of
lower forms of Western civilization with
a derraded XEastern soclety. Even in
1872 ™~ aever, the presence of the mis-
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y slonary was beginning to have a salutary

{ efect upon the morals of the pesple.

{ Yokohama early became a depot
. whither European merchants shipped
their goods; especially wero drg-goods

{and <clothing put upon the market.

Early adventures of this kind generally
| resulted in commerciai disaster. * The
vast mass of the natives are too miser-
ably poor to invest in anything beyond
headgear. Imagire & man, whose yearly
income is barely forty dolMars, investing
In o v expensive clothing?! Five dol-
lars a rmonth is considered good pay.
Seven dollars a month is very good pay,
sufficient to keep s wife in considerable
style.”

Soclial and home-life in Japan will not
call for lengthened reference. A Japan-
esa house, as = rule, is but one story
high, and, to our thought, quite small.
Mr. Maclay, however, while teaching fa
the interior, at Hirosaki, was the for-
tunate possessor of “a good native
dwelling, having eight roocms.” The
only coveriugs of the fioor are the tatamis,
“ neavily padded mats about seven feat
long, three feet wide and about two
fnche thick. They constitute the prin-
cipal feature in a native house, for, from
the!ir soft nature, they serve as beds,
chairs, and tables. They are manufac-
tured of soft rushes, a=d are bordered
with silken edges.” Accerdingly, in our

eyes, a hative house would seem very
scantily furnished.
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The cos! of a Japanese house 13 small;
one of three roome can be bullt for a
sum ranging between twenty-five to one
wsndred dollars, the furniture costing
some fifty dollars addit!»nal. Thero are
no doors, their place being supplied by
sliding partitions of & not overly strong
or thick material. The houses are
aeated by little braziers. or smeil square
wooden boxes flled with ashes, upon
which a few small pleces of red-hot
charcoal rest. It is no matter ior sur-
prise that one of the chief occupations of
winter, with many of the natives, {3 the
task of keepilng warm; for while the
thermometer does not often register a
very great degree of cold, the alr Is
peculiarly damp, and cold Bea breezes
seem to find thelr way to one's very
bones.,

Meals are served or small, sjuare
tables about a foot in height, one table
belng provided for each person, who
sits, of course, on the floor. The meal
over, the tables are removed.

Frequent bathing, in water of s high
temperature s a habit of the Japanese.
The bath is heated by a charcoal fur-
rvace, connected with one side of the tudb.
it iz mnot always deemed needful to
change the water for each bather, and
guests at hotels find it difficult to cecure
absolute- privacy dui.ng thelr ablutions.

Travel {s generally prosecuted by
means c¢f the ° ublquitous Jinrikisha
man,” who provides & mode of locomo-

tion 7ot altogether un-
plaasant. The kago, a
gort of palunquia, ls,
one would judge, an
casler moda of travel.

Writing of tho soclal
condition of tho Japau.
¢so, Mr. Maclay ox-
prosscs the conviction
“ that, generally speak-
ing. tho Japancss men
make kind and affec-
tionate husbands, and
the women mako ¥ir-
tuous and oxemplary
wives and mothers,
and the childrea are
cortatinly tho happlest
little fmpa o the
world . thelr parents
fondle and spoil them
most eflectually, and,
at tho same time
never lose thoir con-
trol over them ”
Though the husband
hes abeolute control
over the person of his
wife, he does not seom
to abuse his power. as
a general rule. though
of course, cxceptions
to the rule occur.

Thoe morals of the
peoplo are much as
might be  expected
among those who have
always dwelt under
the shadow of heathenizm. The peopls
scem to be children {n matters of morat
distinctions between right and wrong,
with this difference, however, between
them and children—the absence ‘n the
vast majority of cases, of innaconcy. A
malden, to deliver her father from fin.
aneial embarrassment, did, and still
does, in tho judgment of the Japancs.,
a virtuous and praiseworthy act, by seli-
ing herself to a lfe of sin.

The liquor problem has not yet as-
sumed the proportions in Japan that it
has with us. Tho tamo dlet of the
people, our author tells us, does not tend
to produce violent appetiter It must
not, however, ho supposed that fotal ab-
stinence is the rule; ncither, when prac-
tised, that it 1s practised from principle.
Public holidays, especially New Year's
Day, are made the occasion of intoxica-
tion, and drunkenness is then common.
Wine is not native to Japan. Beer, ale,
porter, brandy, have never been made.
But the Japanese soon acquire2 = tasto
for these products of our civilization (?),
and the need for probibitory lesisiation
will undoubtedly be felt {n the near
future. Sake is the native fantoxicant.
It produces drupkenness, mild compared
with ours, but real emough in all con-
sclence. But Mr. AMaclay was not aware
that delfrium tremens twas known in the
cmpire. Smoking, though not uacom-
mon, is reduced to a genteel art, which
women practise with propriety. But
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