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and a slight hint of ber failing, health, aroused
the tcndernoss of ber absent lover, and Horace
at lengili decided te delay no longer bis return.
It was very difficuit, for tho successfui mer-
chant to chcck the iide cf fortune as it roiied
ijg treastires at bis fept, but when blis botter
nature biad once been aroused, ho wvas not to
bc turned from lus purpose by motives ofin
terest; and, hurrying, through the necessary
arrangements, Horace Medwin badle farewvell
for ever te the land where :en of tbc hest years
cf bis lifebad been passed. With that singu-
lar inccnsistency so common in human nature,
the patience with wbhicb bue had borne the ser-
vitude of business, and tvbich would probably
have enabledl te wvear out another year, bad
not bis affections been excited, now utterly de-
sericd him. À4 lifetime: of anxicty sccmed to

be conceniratcd in ilhe tediuus six months
%vhicb intervened ere bis sbip toucbed the
shores of bis native land ; and wben bis foot
once more pressed the soi], ho felt as if ho
could have kncit -and kissed it as hoiy ground.

It wvas tbo dul gray dawn of inorning, Mien
H-orace landcd froin bis long imprisotîment,
anxd, impatient of ali furtber delay, ho hurried
onward to that quarter of the city wvbere lie
expected te fi6id Helen. I-e bad untbrined ber
of bis embarkaiun, and liu faacied tbat she
-wvould, cven at that early hour, be awaxting
him, silice shoe must hlave doubtless becard of
the arrivai of tbo sbup. But tvhen ho reachcd
lier abode, and belield it closed as if every un-
maie wvas stili buried in slumbcr, ho wvas
ashamed of blis boyislh cageraess, and turning
from tîtu door ore bis foot touchcd the thresh-
old, paced the empty street until such a uie
as hoe could reasonnhly hope to bu admitted.-
IVas it preseaflincat cf ewvt that sent sucb a
chili to bis huanrt as hoe tarned bis back upon
that humble dwellig-, %'herc hoe beaieved lis
sweCî Hlen no%% sicpt amid plea,-ant dreams
%%th:clh %cre s,)on to banve se fair a reabizaion ?

WlVi a fci-,;ott of'4inpazt«ý.ncc whith lie could
scarce control, lie paccd theo nei-hbotinng
strcis unîil gradually the din of busy lire
awole arouind lî"ýni, and thc coscd casements
of the humblcr dvdX1ngs upened thon zlsiy
cyes te tho filiht of tho riSeil Sun. AS ho ap.
pronchied for the liun.lrcdili t.mc the spot
wvhere ail h:s hopeit no'w ceatrcd, hoe czugbt
s7ight of a sl;p-slod laousemaid who bnd just
uncloscéd the barrcz! portai of Holen's abede--
Hurrying for-ward, hoi addressod a brie! ques-
tion to tho girl. Tiue answer was, as brie!, but
its effect was terrific. Wuîh a cry sxuch as
aoria but a etro-.g an, àn the very death-tbroo

of bis bopes could utter, ho sprang forward,
and passing the frightened wvoman wvith the
rapidity orfligbtning, boundod up tbe narrowv
staircaso. A closed door impeded bis frantic
progress, and flunging it idelcy open, ho stood
saddeaiy as ifa ise-siruck ivihin the apartmen i.

Theu room wvore the desolato and druary ap-
pearance whicb the ligbt of morning, ever brings
te the scene of a wenry vigil. A coarse-look-
ing wcinan, wlîo liad evadently been not un-
mindful of ber owni conaifort, sate sleeping in
an arm -chair ut the tire, 'vhile a xay of sua-
sîtino dartung thro.gb a crack in tho unopenedl
shutter, almost extinguished the sickly glira-
mer cf the nigbit-taper wbicb burned dimly on
tbe lit tered table. Horace satv ail tbese tbings
witb that singular acuteness cf vision wvbich
excessive excitement sometimes awvakens, but
as bis oye turned from, the figurecf the sleeper
it feil on a rigid and sheeted form extended on
the uneurtaincd coucb. One stop broughthitn
te its sido, and wtvih wild haste he flung aside
the covering that concealed the ghasily face cf
tho deacl. Surely thosu pincbed and yellewv
features ;vere utterly unknown te bim,-it
could net ho bis Helen that be Iceked upen.-
IHîs own beart aaswered the vain hope, and
witb a groan tvbicb seemed to rive bis vory
seul hoe feul senseless beside the cold romains
cf ber whe had loed bita so, vainly and so
censtuntly. Ho had coma o day to.late!.

Sorrowv dees net alvays kili, and Ho.ra.co
lived, In loeliness; cf jueart until years 1usd
bewed bis stately formi and whitoned bis loin-
pIes wvith tlue blossems cf the grave. But lifo
biadlest its charm for hîm. Howas surrcund-
cd %vith ail the applances cf %vea1th, but ha
found ne sympaîhy or ccrnpantenship in the
wcrld; and a deep and abiding seaseocf self-
reproach wvas bus perpetual te *rment. Willing-
ly now would ho have gîvon ail bis hardl-carn-
ed fortune could JIt but hlave brought tho breath
cf lifo te thoso pallud lips and the light cf day
te those dum eyes cf ber whe had wern cuther
lifo in sightng; yet it was bis torture te be
cempclled te feel, that bad ho been. coatent
witb haîf bis present .wealth,Helenightnow
bu tl-e sharer of hizs beant and homne. b
=card lie new fer the geid and gems upon the
bruai cf tho chalice, sunce death hall mingled
waranveod 'vuth the drnuiht 4t bld ? Hchad
learned ;bho butter Ressert wbicb experienco
teaches, antd found, wbert tee late, that ho wbo,
in obedîcruce te tho dictales cf a falso world,
Silences the purer instincts cf bts natnrc, iat.
gara crs up fer bis. future years a hatvenS jof
dirappointmen and rezae.


