
HiE book which bears the
above titie does flot
require to be chewed
and digested, accorcling
to Bacon's prescription,

99 but it is swallo'ved and
tasted with great relish.
It is flot bread arnd
nicat to sate the crav-
fing for truth, it is light
claret which may be

swallowed after, whicb tickles the palate
and aids the digestion. That is ail the
author meant it to be, for one does flot
clîoose a quiet breakfast table as a
place for saying aqtounding things. The
autocrat has soniewhere in bis talks

Àintinmated that it wvas summner reading, by
îvhich we usually understand somnething
of an entertaining nature, wvhich does flot
require much mastication on the part of
the reader, but slips downri easily like bis
ice-cream. 'H'ie proper niood for reading
it is that wvhich conionly cornes on after
breakfast. Mtier you have read it you
will probably set it on that shelf in your
memnory labelled "I1lum-orous," but you
will flot forget that there is niuch in it
that is beautiful, a great deai that is ivise,
and rnany things that are curious. It is
a mosaic of wit, wisdoin, pathos, and a
myriad of unclassified curiosities. Oliver
IVendell Holmies was a man of nîost
happy turn of niind and this book is
sirnply a record of its products for a time.
T1! is %work is not at ail bookish in form, it
is rather converqationffl. It bas no unity
of topic or plot, each paragrapIî is a new
subject. It is only a record, of conversa-
tion held over the breakfast table and was
flot intendedl for book forni when written.
When the Atlantic 3on/hly was started,
Jamee Russell Lowell accepted the editor's
chair only on condition that Dr. Holmes
would be a contributor. The genial,

doctor corisented and contributed this
series of faîniliar talks. It was an-eminent
success, bis wit citughit the fancy of the
people and he became their favorite.

-In the Englisht LiIe>-a/ure recently
issued by the Christian Brothers, Hoirnes
is introduced with the remiark-" extremes
meet. The staid Newv Englander be-omies
a wvorld's wit:- the straight-laced Puritan
gives society a son whose mission is tç>
sow rnirth broadcast as he passes along,
to send nierry laughter a-ringing wherever
hie is read." It is indeed remarkable that
the people's humnorist should spring froin
a stock whose traditions were so sombre.
However, we niust reniember that iolmes
is a Puritan of the nineteenth cerntury,
and that the staid New Englanders are
nowv something more than' the rugged
farmers of Independence days. The
activity which lias bec9rne a national
characteristie pervades their. literature,
and the keen discerniment, ingenlous
analogy and pleasant satire wvhich distin-
guish Dr. Holmes are îîot, after ail], such
a paradox in the son of a Puritan minister,
H-e is the "riation's hurnorist " not only
because he bas pleased the people, but
because he has produced ivit peculiar to
the people. 'Ihere is somnething about
bis ivit that is refined and delicate ; it
does flot excite a sidesDlitting laugh such
as pleases the vulgar taste, but only
a quiet laugh or a good-natured srnile.

-Alth-ough the book consists principally
of lectures by the autocrat, it bias other
features wvhich enliven it a great deal, and
contribute to the spirit of it. In the
characters lie has drawn around the
breakfast table, one is remnnded of
Chaucer's company ini the Canterbpy
Tales. 0f course the autocrat handles
the'cbaracters as t-bough they were iere
.chance listeners, but becond thoug lt re-
veals a purpose in the p)er!sonnel. 1'bere
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