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and Abel's ivais of tlîis kind, w~hiIst Clini (disobe.
dientiy, it xnay be) offcrcd but of the fruit of the
grotînd.

0f oîîc tîingi we ire sure, liowever, the wvorship)
acceptcd by Goa at that car1iy pcriod conisistcd
chicfly ini offcring to Mlin anîimal sacrifices ; tue

înuils not hein- thosL WOr'tIIC.s te malbt V.alut-
able to hinm ; the slaying and offcriîîg bcing cou-
ducted ini a religions Ivay ; î-:u>-cs aind praises
i)robably lîcing offcrcd nt the sainie time by the
worsiîipper, iii couinection with luis sacrifice.

And ais it wvas in the days of Adarn, so wvas it ini
the davs of Nonh, for No,;h, WC ar-c told, as soon ais
lic wvas corne ont of the Ark, biiilded ani altai- tinté
tuc Lord anîd offcrcd on it mny burnt offcriîîgs, as
anî act of hJihcst wvorshlp; whieh iWas plcasing te
God, for wc rend "icth Lord suicellc(i a swcet
savour.")

And s0 aiso w:îs it ini the days of Abrahilain ; for
Abrahaîî îvas continuaily building altairs ini the land
ýirouisedI to lîim and bis descenîdants (-is, for ex-
ample, at Siîcclîrni, Bethel aîîd Ilebron), and te say
that lie built an altar is te irnply that lie offcrcd
sacrifices thercon.

TMien when We corne down te thc tinte of 'Moses,
it is plini that thc offcring of aimial sacrifices nuade
tip the cluief p)art of the Divine worship, wliich îvas
comrnanded by the lawv. And it -%as so ordcrcd by
God, for froin Min, flot fron mnan, carne the wliole
cornplcx systenm of Jcwishi sacrificiail worship, and
we inîîst bear in mina thant this worship did flot
differ at ail ini its principles, from. the prcceding
worship of the Patriarchal Period: it was the saine
sacrificial wvorship, only more developed, enlarged
and systcrnativied. The family lîad grown to be a
nation, Wvhich nccssitatcd this growth and develop-
ment of their publie worship; 'what îvas sufliciexit
for the Patriarchal farnilies flot hein- so for the
great Jewish nation.

And titis systemi of worship iastituited by Moses,
under the dir-ection of God, coatinucd wvith littie
change doivn te the timie of the corning of Chrtist,
exccpt whcn idolatry encronchied on it, or whîcn it
ceased for a t.rne during the captivities.

Titrouglieuit the Old Dispensatien thon, by wvhich
is meaut tîte entire period front thte Fail down te tite
fouunding of the Christian Chureh, the inost inipor-
tanît and strikiag feature iin Divine worship was the
offering of animal sacrifices. Other offcrings wcre
mnade te God and were called sacrifices, such as
offerings of meal, of wvine, of oul anîd the like; but
these were only sccondary and were offered only in
coanection with the offerings of animais.

And it is interesting te note, even the heathen,
wlhen they worshippcd their false gods, worshippcd

in sicrificinl wny. The elîildren- of Jsune.l, foi1owv.
ing probabiy wlî:t tIiey lnd teeîî iniEy.,seiie
to -tle golen caif iii the wilderiless; wc rend of the
P'hilistities offcring a grent siietifize tutto Dagon,
tlicir god, iecause of the capture of Samnson; at
Carînci two biillocks wcre offcred to Baal b%, ]lis
îroîlîts ; and the licatiieti wi% cs of Souiiîîon, wie arc
tol(1, sacriflecd tinté tlîeir gods in the hligl places
built for th ein (sud to say> by Soloînon.

And as tie Cal] ailites lild Egyptianis did in doso
carlier days; so did the Greeks aud Runmats and
otheor nations whlo site cedcd tlîcrn ini tiutie. Over
the wholc wvorld Sacrificili wor-ship wvas the rile,
whlîcher ainoigst those wlio w'orshipped the truc
God or anongrst thuseu %ilio w urshijolîud pads tit
wcre falso: the liueitucî doing so lccaiise of the
traditions froîn the pist, that haud descendeil froîîî

thle days wlucîî theil. alicestors too lîad servQd thc
truc God.

Noiw what did this mode of worshlî menu ? IIoN
coula God prefer it anîd accept it? Wlîy (La lic
comnîd it? Thcrc uîîust ]lave becîî thc strongcst
mcisons for it, or cisc tiîhé l-vs God wotîld ncevcr
]lave directcdl niax s0 t() wvorshil) Ilim. Wluat werc
tiiose rcasoîîs?

hec chief oîîc w~as (wcIl.kntowni te ail instruîctcd
Cliristiaxîs) that this was thc wvay whicli Goa liad
appointcd by Iwlich man Couîla constantly plead (ii
advance, as it wcîe) the all-availing sacrifice of
Jcsîîs, yet to bc offercd up.

The momecnt man fcII, thiat momlent the Mcssiai
wvas proinised; and on Ilis '%ork and comning Goa
lbased ail Ilis deaiingys towards man. Did God show
mency bcforc Christ offered lus sacrifice? Hec did
so because to Hiua it wvas as if thc sacrifice wcre
alrendy offcrcd up. Mie Lamb wvas sliin front thc
foundation of tic world (Rev. xiii. 8), becatise the
rcdccrniing, death of Jcsîîs wvas decrecd aîîd deter-
ntined froxît the foundation of the worid; and. for
God to determine is to pcrform. The swcet odours
of Christ's sacrifice filcd thc worid front the first.
It wvas as a glorious higlit, ilhîrnîning the past as
wcil as the future. It ivas thc central event in tic
world's Iîistory, te whien ail cycs ]ooked wistfully
forward froin Adam's timne to Joliti thîe Blaptistes:
and to which ail si nce the evetît wiho have receivecl
thc Gospel look, joyously baec. WVe must fix this
fact welI in our miads, in order clcarly te under-
stand the worship of fillen man, whîcthcr during the
Old or the New Pispensation ; for on the sacrifice
of Christ this worship bas beeni from. the first and is

ito-dIay based ; ,a wbat lias not this for a, foundation
is valucless and unacceptabie.

It niatters ixot whether ail who worshipped in tfie
olden tiîne understood this. Sorne may havé done


