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Il Mr. Thompson liked it," she said, with a sigh.
44I1 wonder ho did net propose to you," ebhe added
abruptly.

1 wa8 mute.
"I1 wish I hll neyer asked bhlm here,"I she re-

sumed; I cannot heip thinking"1
IlDon't, pray dont!" I interrutedl.
Sho did reot insist, but she maa me o anti sit

by bier. She caresseti me, sho ceaxe d me, and
littie by littie she drew my secret from me.

"My poor darling,"I she said, when I had con-
fesseti alil ho xnay value you yet."

ilNo>' aunt, li e nver 'viii. But pray do flottrouble about me. 1I mean te get over it, and

I spoke resolutely, anti my aunt praised mie.
" You have alwvays bcen the best of girls," she

said tenderly, "landi I am glad you have had
conk~ence in me. I did neot mean to lbave home
this year; but nowl1wili tak you totho sea-sido.
You must have a change, my poor darling."

Sho kissed me, and I rernember how calrn and
happy I feît in that grey reem, sitting by my dear
atint's side, and loeking at the starry sky. The
nightingale wva8 singing again as on that sad

vening when I lad fuit so broken-hearted; tears
rose te rny eyes wheni I remembered iLit and his
last kindncss, andi my foish withered hopes; but
the bitternesa 'as gene froue my sorrow.

"Yeu must have il change," said my aunt
again.

Mas"! the change came 'viltu e merning. My
aunt 'vas late for breakfast, I1ivent up to ber
room anti found lier caluly sleeping. But oh 1
too calm, tee dcep, werc those slumbers. The
kind eyeis which lad resteti ou me in love 'vere
ciosed, the voicew'hicI latiever spoken in praise
anti endearment'vas silenced, for ever antiever.

1 suppose it 'vas net Jessie's fault that ber
husband 'vas ney aunt'ai eir-at-law; but I found
iL very bard. Pour dear aunt, t3he aiwayi diti
flieau toeneako a 'vilin l my faveur, and she nçover
did. Mr. Norris beliaveti very handsornoly, I
'vas told. Ilo gave me the piano which lad
been bought. for me, a few other articles of
ne great value, aesd ail my aunt's 'vartirobe. Ile
kept ber jewels, 'vhich were fine, and the ferni-
ture, for whidh, as hoe saiti truly enough, I had
neotise. Moreover, ho allowed me te romain la
the cottage tili Lady-day; tiiouglipcrliaps, as
lie could not livo in two bouses at a terne, anti
must pay the rent wliether I st.ayed there or not,
Lis 'vas ne sncb great favour after ail. God
fergivo me, 1 fear I1'vas very sinfiel during the
dark days that foilowcti. I had sorne friende
whio did, er rather Wlio saiti, their best ; but
there tvas one Who e îer came near me, Who
gave me no teken of his existence, whlo had no
kinti word for me, Who let me strnggie through
rny bard trial, anti who nover offertd a helping
hand. lie miglit at leat have 'vritten, have
contioled with me lu My sorrow, but lic did not.
Anti yot ho 'vas in the neighbourbooti. Hoe 'as
<fLton at Mr. Norril'sbouse. Jessie herseif told
me so. True, lie bati business te transact 'vith
bier husband; but stili, liow could lie do it?

Ho tdit it, and ho did more. Mr. Norris 'vas
hrown off bis hiorse one merning anti brought

homo tend. Jessie becarne a 'vidow, anti apoor
Oe, said the 'vorîti. Mr. Norris 'vas net a ri,2h
man after ail, and lie left many toIts. I only
'vent to see her once. I founti er colti, calious,
andi defiant, untier ber infliction; yet I 'voulti
bave gene again if Mr. Thompeon had not beon
Mir. Norris's executor. liebati business to setule
'vith the widow, and I coulti only interfere; be-
aides, 1 ceuld flot bear to, see themn together. It
wvOrY wrong and very useless, but it 'vas se.
lira. QraY oftea came te see me. I cannot ay
ah . comforted me mucli. She gave me a 'vorîti
of WCearlisome advice, anti toid me much thnt I
wouid rather flot have hoard. WhnL 'vas iltO
me now, that accunts kept him se, ofton and 80
lato wiLh Jesseo? They 'vore botte free ; and if
ho chose te forgive ber and marry ber, andi if
aie chose te marry once more for money-I say
it agin-'vlat 'vas iLte me ?

Andi jet 1 suppose it 'vas soething, after ail;
fer 'vien lire. Gray left me one afternoon in
February, I foît the lonelilest being on tis 'vide
earth. 8h. had harpeti again on tint hateful
etring-~that Mfr. Thempaon seemeti quite amitton

with Mii. Norris. IlAnd whlit do you think,
rny dear?" sho atidet 'Il "ho thouglit yen 'vers
gene. Ho seemedzqit. surprised 'vien I1salti I
lad seen you on Sunday. 1'Wlntt is ah. flot
gone?' ho asked-' gene te London?' 'No,
indeeti What shouiti she go to London for?'
He titi not answer that, but, from something lie
saiti, I saw lie tlonght jon 'vere engageti te le
married. 'I1'vishelia 'ere, poor tsar 1' 1 replieti:
1I la i a biard case to le se, young anti se benly.'
I bave ne doubt hoe thinks se toe, and so tiL la t
prevent lire. Norris from being Ienely that lie
gees te sec lier se often.," Thus she rattioti on,
stabbing me 'vitit cvery word, tili at ion g t she
ieft me te my misery. 1 at leoking at the fire;
iL 'vas briglit anti warm, but my lenelinees 'vas
lieavy upon me; bosities, it bat been snowlng,
anti the grey eky anti white gardon and silent
air bat somoLhing both loute and chili in them.
Yet I1'vas net quite alone. Eariy la the 'vintor
1 bat taken lu a poor haîf-starveti stray dog, and,
thongh ho 'vas but a shaggy haîf-bred, cur, I had
mnade a pet cf hlm. Ho bat laid by bis vagrant
habits iilingiy enougli, anti ho co'v lay sleeping
on tIc mug at my feot. Poor Carie 1 h. heedod
net the merro'v, anti theuglit net of the future.
Yet bow long coulti I keop hlm ?-anti if I cnet
birn away, 'vbe would have bin? Ho bai
neither youth ner beauty te recomment i hm-
nething but his olti honest heart. anti 'vI
'euiti care for thnt? "lPoor Cario-poer old
Carie 1" I thouglit; and, perbaps because my
heart 'vas ratlier full just thon, tears rose to my
eyes as I theught of thc fate that lay before hlm.
I beliove I thouglit of something else tee. I
rernember a vision I sn'v la the burning ceaie;
hew IL came there Hoavon knows. I saw thema
bothi, as ne doubt tliey often 'vere, bentiiag over
accouats 'vieli Lley rend together, thea iok.ing
up anti exchanging loks anti smîles which ne
one couid mistake. I 'venter why I came bnck
te im"ges 'vhiel tortureti mo-but IL 'vas se. I
do nett elo'vh long lire Gray lad benu gene,
when Carie gave a short bark; Lbe gaLe-bell
rang; I sn'v a tail dark ferm pasa acrosasLIe wmn-
dow, auti my little maiti openet the door, saylng:

IlMr. Thonipson, ma'am."
1 rose. Ho came in, 'vith bis umbrella as

usual and Carie 'vent up to hlm anti wagged a
friendly 'velcorne. I cenit not say ene word.
I 'vas dreadfuily agitated. I feit quite sure lie
lad cerne te tell me tint ho meaut to marry
Jessie, andt L ask me to go anti stay 'vith tliem,
or semething of the kinti. Nothing else couid
have brought hlm. Or porlinps, as Jessie liat,
ne doubt, toit hlm that 1 'vas gone, ho bat, on
learning Lb. trulli, feit ashameti of bis long colti-
ness, anti bat corne te mate smre sort of excuse.
lie matie noue ; but ho sketi lo'v I 'vas, took a
chair, leoketi raLlier liard at me, and, 'vitbout
wiitlng fer my answer, fearod I1'vas net very
'veli.

IlOh!1 I ain not ii1, jeu know," IL replicti, a
littie carelessly. I trust yen arec'veil, Mfr.
Thompsoa.»

Heie ait ho 'vas very 'veil, ant ie leooket at
the fire. For a 'vhile 'vo 'vre loti silent. I
spoke first. My remark 'vas scarcoly a gracions
one.

"I 1hearti jeu 'veme samucli engagedti tît I
scarcely expecteti te see yen," I sait.

I 'vas vexet 'vith myseif as soon as I lied said
it. Ho might hink I 'vas annoyet at tels long
absence, anti, suroly, I 'vas net? But lie took
rny irnpiied reprendh very 'veli. lHe answereti
tînt lie lad, lateet, been muci engageti; but
that everything 'vas over nov. lire. Norris, lie
adted, hnd ieft this moring. Miy leart gave a
groat hrob; but I1'vas mute.

IlSi. left iune very contendoti moot, I be-
lieve," lie resumcd. "lThe balance in lier favoar
'vas io'v-lower than I expected. Mmc. Norris
lias something like a hundret a year. This anti
a fe'v jewels constitute the net profit isbae derives
from lier marringe. Unlnckily, these specula-
tiona cannet b. repoatet often, yenuo. The
capital of yonth anti bennty lias but a tire-n
brief one; iL le apt te 'vear ont, andtihte first
venture ouglit ta le the lieut. lmes. Norris, net
having founti IL se, le tisappointoti. I suppose
iL le natural;i but yen kno>v 1 caunot pity lier
very mucte."

supposed net; but bow ail thnt cold, naiti
taik paineti me.

ciI have A fancY,» lie resumed, I"tînt thLs.kiut
lady expectet sorne tIer ending te our acconuts.
This le net very flattering te my vauity, uniese,
inteed, as sliowing rny marketnîie value; is it,
ue'v 7"

I 'vouiti net ans'ver that question. Bis toue,
his manner, vexeti me. Snddenly he raied isi
eyes te mine.

IlDid sucli a rumeur rend you rlhe aaked.
I could net deny iL. IMy face 'vas in a fiarne.

I believe I stnmmered sornething, but 1 do net
know 'vhnt.

"lEven yen have hearti it," lie sait, looking
scarcely pleaseti; Ilthe 'vont is very kint. Anti
yeu belleveti iL, tee 1IIhldlioe o enkne'vrme
botter."

Hoe seemeti quit. huirt; but I offered no justifi-
cation. TIen hoe ratIer fermally aketi te le
aUlowed te mention tIe business that breugît
bioe. Se iL'vas business 1 I acornet myseit for
rny foily, 'vhli 'vas net tend jet, anti I bat.
hlm speak.

Was I asleep or trenmiag ? Mr. Tbompeon
spoke of my nunt, lier love for me, My ferlera
position, anti expresseti the strongat 'visli te
take care of me.

"lBut," lie ndted, 'viti sorne hesitation, Ileau
do se but in eue fashion-as jour huand.
Will yen overloek ail those pec'iliarltles in my
temper, 'vhich usedti t annoy yen, I fear, anti
tako 'vînt thero le of gooti anti true la me? Oaa
yen, 'viii yen, de this V'

Ho looketi at me lu deubt. Ah 1 tus 'vas
eue of rny bitterest moments. Ho caret se littie
fer me, thnt lie lad nover seen, nover aucpectet,
lio' muci I lovet i hm. Anti lie expected me
te take hirn se. I cinspet my bauds anti
twistet them nenvonsly; 1 coulti net speak at
once.

"lAnti jeu, Mrn. Thornpaon," I saIt, et laut-
"anti yen

14Wel, 'vînt about me! Do yeu mean, eau Il
tee, de this ?"

"Yes; eau jeu do it?'
"WIy, udrely--else 1 batl neyer proposeit t."1

Ho baif arilet at the deuIL my question !im-
piiet, ant ile looket at me as lie antileti. Botte
look anti arile exasperatet me.

Il Mr. Tlornpson," 1 ait, excitedly, ilI have
net tesenvet this. Carie, corne hors."

My poor shaggy Carie cerne for'vard, 'vaggiug
bis tait. Heolait lis head ou my kues andi
looketi Up at me 'vistfully anti fondly, as only
doge eau look 'vien they vainly seek te rend
the meaniug of a teuman face.

"lH.e'vasan u teat," 1 uaid, booklug et Mn.
Thernpaon; Ilho 'vas atarving; lie came te Luis
tdoor; 1 feti bim, andi ho 'oulti net leave it. I teek
pity on hlm-I gave hirn a mat te lie on anti a
crust te onat. He loves me for Iti but, Mr.
Thornpsen, I ar nont quite se o'v n s te le brouglit
te, this poor benst's ieve-I eau take cars of my-

Mfr. Thompson thre'v hirselfback in bis chair,
and uttêret a disinayeti 'vhistle a I matie tbis
free cornmentary upon bis proposai.

tg Weil, 'veil," lie sait, recevering alo'vly, "
eau understandti tît yen sahotidnet cars for me,
but I dit net ezpect you 'veuit take iL se."1

"4Anti bo' couiti I take it?" I cniet. 9"Yen
give me piy-I adora piLy. Ah, Mr. Tbompsen,
if I 'vers net the peor ferlera girl i arn, weuld
yen feel or speak se? Do yen think 1 do net
kuo'v bo'v ielgirls are w'vestanti wonTIf
jeu caret an atom for me, 'vonît yeun tot
cerne Le me 'viti sncb anugunge?"

11Whbat inuguage V"
ilWhat tii yen meanu y taklng cars Of me 7"
IdWhat 1 sait. Yes, Augusta, I1'viale te take

mae cf jou-true, fond, ieving caro;i nothing
shail malte me nnsay iL.>'

Ho spoke 'vnnmlj, anti a manly gîo'v rose te
bis face; but I1'veuit net givo la, anti 1 saiti,
nngrily, that I tii not 'ant te le tnken care
C"Do lot us trop Lies. uniucky worts," hoe

entreated;Il "anti do tell me whether yen vili
marry me, jes or ne. Lot IL be, if jeu like,
tint I1'vaut jeu te take cars cf me. 1 a miacte
eider tinyen are, yen kuie'."1
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