
Omnri and Ahab

fortres8 on the maild from Shecheus ta Beth-
e]lian, twelve miles eat of Samaria.

Two TALErNT-CaiCUlated by weigbit and
tue price nf sucver now, tluis muni would have

Ir been about $4,000, out eetirnated by the pur.
cliasing poiver nf mone 'v then, it was more.
A horse in the tinie of Solomon cost 150
shiekels nf silver, now it conts say $150, so
that the skekel was equai ta Our dollar. As

a talent is 3,000 shekels th. bifl Sainaria
cost $6,000 or $75 an acre, not; coulnting tihe
steep, sloping sides. Froin a mtrategie point
of view it was a splendid investinent. The
bill rises sharply frora the valley ail round,
and ln many a long siege it proved that ht
could neyer be taken hy assault, by tîne
methods of anent warfare. Ina rare degreî.
it "combined streugth, beauty and fertiiity. "

APPLICATION

Omri uwrosuhl evil in the eye8 of the Lord, v.
25. The liie of a juan is made np nf a great
inany words and acte. But tucre la a certaiu

tone and temper to the 111e that
Gor u'la cbaracteristic ni the whoie.

It is an improbable supposition
that everything that Omuri did as king oi
israel was bail. That wouid ta ta, nake hlm

a moral monstar. But the effeet ni his ie
was eviilu in soaua totalin luhe sight
of the Lord. Il 15 quita likeiy that the
testimony which maight ta borne ni hlmi hy
nimy ni bis subWeta wouid not be ni this
sort. He muet have heen a man ni consisi-
erable strength ni character or lie coiuid not
have gained or retained the kiugdom. Bot
whatever bravary he miglit ta credited with,
there was a judgment taiug papsad upon hlm
by God, and tlîat scas tuat u hi ie was evil.
And a final judguuent muet ta pasd on
every one's hi1e. Let ns ta carefi lent this
thing that was said ni Omri may ta saisi oi
Us.

Did seerse than ail thal seere before hien, v. 25.
There are depths in wickedness even asthere
are heights ni rigliteousuess. There may ta

an evil pre-eminence. aud Omri
Ans A-nal attaiued tu il. What an awfii

V verdict it la te pans ou any man's

111e wheu it can ta saisi ni hlm that he d
wickedly aboya ail that were beinre hlm.

Ahab luis gon reigned in his niead, v. 28.
Evea as our livas were influenceS by those
who are older than wie or hy men and wounen

who diesi ere we came ite, the
TI» world, g0 will our lives have

a« ft ffect ripou a ganeraition which
will succes ours. Omri died and Ahab

* succeaded hlm. If the fathsr was bad, the
son was ta ta worse; bot the father waa in
laqe nmnura responsible for the conduot of

the son. Not oniy parents, but ail icho are
ohder shouid tbink olten and earnestiy on
the affect that their lives and exemple are
likeiy ta have upon the younger people.
We sbould stri ve ta set sucb an example that
the way of righteousness shall be made easy
ta thera, and the way ni evii.doing liard.

.And 4lîob the son of Oniri did MeI . . aboie
all lh(a icere before hiin, v. 30. Of tue father
it was said that lie was worsc than any who

Th a fpreceded hlm, and the sonl sur-

t2i G.t passed hie father's eod
Ahab, like Omri, wan a man ni

great gifta and tue stnry of bis bravery as
taid us in 1 Kgs., ch. 20, ia sncb that it can-
flot ta read without a thrill of sdîiration for
bis splendid courage. And yet tlie very
posssibility for gond that existed lu hlmi
makres the record more sad. Sin lu a iveaker
man than ha wouid have bean more excusa-
ble. The most pitiabie wreck of ail is tue
wreck of splendid genlus or strength.

le tonk ta svife Jezebel, the daughier sf RMh-
bOIl, v. 31. There la nothing lu fle which
more strongly affecta us than the alliances

which we foru, whether it ba
Toma7sncb an alliance as that of mur-

nage, the closent aud inoat en-
durlng of aIl the human reiationsbips whicli
are within our choice, or tîe friendsbips that
que makre. It la an nid saying that han beau
varifiad again and again, that amanuisjudged
by the compauy ha keeps; and juatly so, for
those wittî whom wie corne closely lu contact
are sure toi have an influence upon our
thinkiug andi charactar. The Young king
never committeid greater iolly than wheu he
marrisd this Zidonian prince.. Closely aI.
lied wlth the record of hie marriage lauthe
statemeut that ha went andsi erved Baal.
How oflen Young people enter, intc, the Mar-


