of the occasion that there is peace to those with whom God is well pleased. No heavenly
chorus was needed to tell men that.  The most ignorant heathen knows it. But it was in
every way suitable to the event to proclaim that God looked with pitying ‘“benevolence ™ o
the whole fallen race. (John 165 Eph. 2: 751 John 4:9, 10.) Ggdetsays **Men of good-
will, meaning those on whom goodwill rests, i< 2 mode of expression without any example.™
Dr. Scrivgher says, that the received text of onr authglized vorsion ¥ has the virtually anani-
mous evidenge of the Greck fathers, with-an aathori om which there is, or ought tobe, no
- appeal.” ‘The Lowis mapuscript of the grospels, discovered in 3892 in the convent at Mt
Sinai, Jes the-comion reading * goodwitl towards mens’  Great fmportance is attached to
this by scholars, I the words be taken-to mean “ men possessed of goodwill” i, ¢, towards
God (s in the English version, ) it 15 false theology and-although an angel from heaven de-
clared it we would not rcceive him.  (Gal. Ts $.3 If God gave peace enly to those who
first manifested ** goodwill ® none would be saved. In the highest -i. e. in the heaven,
as 3s shewn by-antithesis to ** on earth.” Others understand it to'mean (1) in the highest
strainsg or, (2) among the highest angrels; o7, (3) the most high God. This was & familiar
doxology. (ch 19: 38) The song sugaests that heaven and earth have been onited, are
in a certaia-correspondence, and be-simultaneously described; as the halo of glory spread out
from God to all sides in heaven, so the balo of gace will-spread out from God’s pepple on
A1 sides on eayth,” Rom. §: 1. (Lindsay.) eace—Isi. 9: 6. (1) Christ reconciles men
to God by his atencment ; (2)induces the sinncr to lay down the weapons of s rebellion ;
{3) bestows a peace which.passeth all understanding: and (4) infuses principles of Lindnes
and poodwill amongst men, uitidntely bringing about universal peace. The following elanse
stands i apposition and is explanatory of the reason why there is-peace on-carth, hence there
iy no ccnnecﬁng “and.,” There 15 peace on earth becagse God’s kindness and compassion,
his “pocdwilly” have:found expression 1o this néw-born babe, and are incarnate amongst
o, - -t Y R -

{Il. Tie Suetueros’ VisiT. 16, Let us now go even unto-=lit. “let us o,
right off, as far.as to Bethelehern.” The words imply thaf they were.at some distance from
ifie town. 18. * They came hastening,” shewing zeal-as well as faith. The truth of the
sews isnot for-a-momept-doubted by them. Notice how graphic the narrative is. Found
—¢ discavered,” implying more or less prolonged-search. : - :
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_ (Weregret that ourspace does not permit us to give, io Tull, the excellent.notesaccon-
panying these-outlines.) - - e - .o
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- . -For Junior Classes the-following Outline may be followed to ddvantage: .
+ . 7HE ANGELIC:ANNOUNCEMENT. * T
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‘e QUMBLE WITNESSES, .
o /... « BIRTH PROCLAIMED. | ' -
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+ In arranging the lesson this way we have a segjes of word pletures which can be o
exceptingly interesting to the Junior scholars. R :
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