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&, In Preshytery of Kingston, there are three
vacant congregations, viz: 1, Pietou, 2, Tren.
tor sl Corsecon, 8, Demoresteille; and be.
siddes these the mission stutivns of Ballinghineh
uhd Storrington.

6, In Preshiytery of Brockville and Ottawa,
there nre 6 organised congregations vacant, viz:
1, Ramuay; 2, Beckwith and Goulburn; 3, Cum.
bhertand and Lochaber, 4, Renfrew; 6, White.
Luke and Burnstown; 6, Osgoude, ‘Thereare
alwo two mission stutions, viz: Merrickville
und Westmeath,

7. lu U'resbytery of Montreal, there are ten
vneunt congregations and missions, viz: 1,
Kenyon; 2, Martintows; 3, Winchester; 4, La.
guerre; 5, Fincl; 8, Richmond; %, Osnubruek ;
8, Valleyticld; 9, Murrington; 10, Lingwick, 1n
a lurge proportion of these, pethups, we might
say u mjority, gaclic would be indispensable,

For the supply of these vacant Congregations
und Stitions, the following missionuries and
entechists ure st present employed, viz:—Dres.
bytery of London, 9: Iamilton, 7; ‘Luronto,
105 Cobuurg, 1; Ringston, 1; Brockville & Ot-
tawa, 8; Montrenl, 6,

The supply of missionaries from the old
country during the pust year has been very
limited, viz, frot Scotlund, Vir. Park, Proba.
tioner, and Messrs. Craw, and McKerracher,
Stndents; and from Irelund, Mr, McMochan,
Mr. White, now scttled at Belleville, ulso came
from Ireland through New Brunswick. M
Shaw and Mr. White have also come with Pres.
byterinl and other certifientes, the former from
Irelaud, aud the other more Jmmediately from
Eogland.  Mr McKenzie, who luboured in
Montresl in connexion with the Cote Street
Church, is also officiating at present in the
Lounds of the Presbytery of Toronto, We
trust that from time to titne accessions to our
stafl of our labours may be reccived from the
churches on the other side of the Atluntic, But
it is evident that it is nminly to our own
young men, that we must look for our future
missionarics and ministera. ‘This consideration
should lead Presbyteries and Sessivus, as well
as individual ministers and office-beurers to be
moreand moredilligent in looking out and en-
couraging young ien as candidutes for the
ministry.

In the report of last year, the following
clause occurs:—

“Ancther question which may require ere
Joug to bie considered, is the question us to the
claims which Probationers, once in the service
of the Home Migsion Committee have on its
continued cmployment.  In other words, is the
Home Mission Camnmiittee, or the Preshyterics
of Church bound to give appointinent to all
whoare received as Probationers of this Cliurch?
And if there is any obligation, how Jung does
it continue? It js right to state to the Synod
that no case has occured as yet, where this
question bas Lecome necessary, But it i= a
quettion which iay, in our circutnstances, force
itsclf upon onr consideration.”

What was then hinted at asa possibility has

me an actual question. At a mieeting of
the Home Committee in April last, there were
four Prolationerts to whom no appoititments
were given, from the sinple circumstance that
o Presbytery would undertake to provide em-
ployment for than. This may have been felt
as a grievance by the parties alluded to, in re-
gard to whose mioral character and standing as
Probationers, itis Lut right to say, that uot the
slightest olijection was alleged, snd it becomes
now the duty of the Syuod to Jay down some
regulation for the guidsance of the Home Mis
siop Committee,

In regard to Ruxton Mission a spenial report
wil' be preseuted by Mr,  King, on the state of
the Buxton Mission, It was ramitted to a suly.
committee to Feport as 1o the financial position
of Buxton Mision, and the amount of pecn.
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ninry respongibility that shouid be assumed by
the "Synad,  The substunce of the report of

this committee i3, thut in the present state of |

things the Synod should puy Mr. King'salary,
a8 misslonary ; and 3300 towards the sulary
of Mr. Thomnzon, "Feacher, his salary being (in-
cluding allowance for honse,) 8530, The state
of the buildings also required attention. The
appointinent of . Conunittee comsisting of
Messra, Scott, Doak, Straith, Clark and McKe)-
lur, Mr. Scott Convener, to act with Mr. King
in carrying outthe olject of the mission, is re.
communded,

Ren River.—At the last meeting of the Home
Mission a sub-committee was appointed to look
out for & Minister to visit the Red River for the
double purpose of encouraging our execllent
brother there, and gaining information as to
the state of the aborigines, and the practica.
bility of Misssionury operations smonyg them,
On the report of this suli-committee, the Home
Missionary Committee ure now prepured to ree
commend the appointent of the Rev, Mr.
Maclavish,

‘The Committee would, in conclusion, bring
before the Synod, the fact that in addition
to_the sum_already mentioned as being
puid by the Executors of the Jate Mr, Thom.
son, of Beverley, for the Buraary Fund, and in
ternis of his will, a Yike sum (§10141) hus been
puid for the missions of the Church. Mr.
Thomson's will ducs not specify an_ particular
objeet, but his representatives havestated, that
in his lifetite he felt special interest in the Bux-
ton Mission,  No specific application ias of
course been made of the funds.  But the Com-
mittee would tuke the liberty of stating to the
Synod, that the Buxton Mission, at present,
nceds assistunce, and they would consider the
application of at least. a cousiderable portion of
the sum referred to, 1o this olject, aslegitimate
and proper.

Submitted in name of Committee, by

W. REID, Convener.
REPORT ON MISSION TO NORTH AMERI-
CAN INDIANS,

The Committee appointed on the sulject of &
mission to the North American Indians, have to
report, after due enquiry, that, according to the
information they huve oltained, this mission
field may be divided into two sections: the
one extending from Lakes Huron and Superior
to Hudson’s Bay, and comprising within its
limits the large part of the widely scattered
scttlements of t‘lc Chippeway tribes, The
other reacliing from Lake Superior to Vancou-
ver's Island. Tlis latter ficld presents three
distinct points, in any one of which a mision
wight be commerced with advantage. The
first, in the valley of tne Red River, where
the work might Le Legun among a section of
the Clhiippeways, and in co-operation with the
congregation of the Rev. J. Black, The sccond
in the valley of the Saskatchewan among the
Blackfeet. The third in Vancouver’s lsland,
anong the tribes found there, in connection
with Preshyterian population already s-ttled
there, and seon like'; to he largely increased.

The Committee with their necessarily imper-
fect inforsnation, feel great difficulty in dociding
which field should Lie first oceupied, (though
some of the members, for obvious reasons, give
a preferenceto Vancouver's Island,) and they
agree to recommend that the Synod seud some
suitable minister tothe Red River, in order to
consult and advise with Mr. Black and others,
about this matter, and that on his return, the
Forcign Mission Committee, or a Committeeap-
pointed for the object, be autliorized to take
such steps as they may decin necessary 10 the
establishient of such = wission,

Joux MacTavisu,
Concener.

Tolnmu for the Noung.
THE STONE IN TIE CHILD'S GARDEN,

Once a pretty little girl got a small picce of
ground to muke & garden, It lny close by a
wnd of waterflowers, and rock-work for
plints, that do not require much earth, It was
full of wild weeds, ameng which stood a tall
fox-glove, and a swect-emelling lilac. But the
ground was very rough—the til was very
hard—and she thought that she would never
get done.  When shebegan, it looked like only
a few hour's work, and yet this was the third
morning of her Jabor—why? There was a
great gtone under the soil, and the little hoo
and epadestruck uponit. Do whatshe would,
the Lare stone wus always coming through,
and marriug all her work,” What will shedo?
The stone is too large for ler to remave, and
withont its removal, she cannot make her anr-
den. She at lust asks the gardener tohelp
hier, and with his iron pick he sets cruelly to
work —Down he struc'k. deep into the oil,
the ground shook, and the split rock gave way,
the roots and shullow earth were cast into tle
air, her nice flowers were scattered nbout, and
her garden, as she though, altogether spoiled.
But when the stone was out, the old kind gar-
denerrepluced the earth, and helped to smooth
down the ground, to make the Led, and to
rlunt the roots, and to put in the flowers, And
'ne promised her more plants, and to help hee
to keep her garden, It was astonishing how
soon l{:c little plot was made nice and smooth
under the skilful huad of the old gardencr.

And my youug readers God has given every
one of youa little garden to dress and keep.
It is a very wild and rough spot, full of runk
weeds, and with an ugly stone right in ite
centre.  That plot is your own heart, and it is
as hard for you to Le good, asfor that little
girl 1o turn her plot into a garden, as long as
the ugly stone remainedin it, And asshe
needed a strong and skilful man to remove it,
s you need the great gardener of the heart,
Christ Jesus, to make you good, He says, and
what he promises, he always fulfils, I will
take the stony heart out of your flesh” Did
your lsnrt ever give you as much trouble as
this little girl had with her garden? Have
you ever prayed, that God would take the
stony heart out of your flesh ¥ Moat people’s
hearts give them but little trouble, They take
some trouble to get the good opinion of others,
Ly trying to live as well as possible. But
they do not like to look down into the deep
well of the heart, and find out the depths of
sin, that are found here.

Some young people, however, take great

insto keeptheir hearta,  They find itag\?::y

ard thing. and every time they try it, they sre
enabled to eeck hield from the Llessed Jesus,
They find the heart 0 bad, that they takeit
straight to Christ, eaying

“Turn and Jook upon me, Lord
* And break this heart of stone.”

And Jesus alone,—the strong man armed, is
neverata loss fur mesns and waysto do all
he promises. lic hasa hammer for Lreaking
in piccesthe stone in the heart, and a pick-axe
for taking out the broken picces, lloKu love
to doali this, and power to remove every difs
ficulty. He canso bireak up sin in the heart, that
it will never bLe strong again, He can, like
the old gardener to the little gir), give belpto
the weakest and suallest little child, He can
Uring and plantin the renewed heart, the
swect fruits of the Spirit, dropin the seeds of
grace,and then come down asthe dew, to kee
,them always dfrmtful, u’:l.-‘ld ever Yrech au
ovely.—Altered from Children's Missionary
Record of Free C{urd'.



