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3. READING TIIE SCRIPTURES FOR OUR OWN PERSONAL BIEN-
E}'IT-FOR OUR OWN EDII FICATIo.N.-Thuis is an exeedingly
im)portaint exorcise for a Christin. Thoere are ilîany ways ii
wvhich a Chîristian imay rend die Seripturos, and get litt le prae.-
tical lxrnofit to lus own soul froin doin- so. The niiniister iina-y
rcad and study the Seriptures for the benetit of bis people, whoen
hoe should, rend and stady theni for biis own soul's beonefit. If
lie rend and study thonui Jor the iîniediato and prac(tie.il benont
(if ]lis own soul, lio will bc best qunlified to bring out things
new anid old for ilhe benefit of the people. If biis gront eoncerl
be to rend and study the Bible for bis people, thougi hie may
enrnci bis iiiind witl i ueli x-uduable biblical knowledge. bis own
seul grows lean; it is net fed. Vcnily hoe lins blis reward. lIe
niust study the Bible ns God*s book to hiîîîself, and lio iill ho
in direct communication iviti tlic eternal Mind. The Snlbnth-
sehool teneher nay rend the Seriptures for the bonefit of bis
class, and iîot for lus mil personai edification. Now it is right
that a Sabbatlî-scliool foncier should study the wants of hlis cîs
aînd nînake hhuiself aequainted withi such viows nnd nspoets of
truth, and use suehi anîecdotes and illustrations ns will intercst
thein,ý but if lie read net thc Bible for lilinseif bis seul does net
prosper. le îîîny qualify bhuiiself for iîitoresting elîildren, blnt
lie Could do tlîis witlîout bosing I is piety. Lot huato renuenliber fli
relation w'lieli luis liuînn spirit sustains to tlic grent uiiereatcd
Spirit, and tlînt the Bible is the niiîiid of tint Spirit revcnled to
hiirn, and hoe will rend it witli thîe desire to know Nvlînt lio bias to
say to Iiiii lx'sonally. Anotior Cliristina, wlîo blas n keen relislî
for eontrovorsy, înny rend the Bible in ordor te gof nrgumlents to
refute thîe notions whieh hoe ceneives te bo erroneous. lProbnbly
suli a pers.oni would not rc:îd the Bible so înucbi if there woero no
erroneous notions to rofute. Or, if lie doos not rend the Scrip-
turcs for tlue'purposes of getting arguments to ovorturn notions
whiclu lie tbnserronos, wlieon ho rends tlue Bible lie allows, these
th1ingsý to attrnet lus nuind more than pasgs tbnat directly bear on
his well-boing and plainly teueli Iini lus duty. Sueli a lierson
nîay boconuie a skillod controverti:îlist, but hoe is not doaling- liir1y
witlî the Word of the otornal God. Ilc is fecding on liard bonos
always, wvhon hoe oughit, soinotines nt lonsf, to bo dchighitin- lus
boul iii fatniess. I do umot sny tlînt it is wron.g or uniuaportant to
meet erroneous vicws of God's charuner and purposes, with amit-
ments drawn froun bis Word. It is iiiost important. Would tha


