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filleth ail i ail. The visible Ohurch, whichi is aise, Catholie or UniverQai
under the gospel, (net coîîfined to oe nation as bef'ore under the iaw,> consists
of' ail thosc throughocut the wgrld that prof'ess tho true religion, tog-ethier ivi
their chiidren ; and Is the Kingdoni of the Lord Jesus Christ, t.hoý bouse and
failiy of God, out of whicb thora is no ordinary possibiiity of salvation."
Thus, coneiseiy and scripturaily, is the CiiuRcit defined by the Westrnini,,ter
Assomibly. It is the kingtlom wvhich, Christ claimis as pecuiiarly his own. It
is the glorious temiplo wliose toundation lie lias laid, and whose stones lie bias
cenmented with his own tears and blood. The Chureli is the tremh]ing, trustlul
bride : He is tha hridlegreomi- generous, loving,, selfsacrificing.

God alona knows how miany niay ho niembers of the visible Church iwho are
flot nernbers of the invisible Church. WVe are not calicd upon to judgo the
heart. The visible Chureh is warranted to admit into hier communion al
who miako a eredîble profession of faith. and godliiîess: it is Prerogative of God
to seperate the truc froni the falso. In tho field of the world the tares and the
wheat grow side by side, and God pernîits it te, bc se.

As there is a skeletnn in every bouse, and a la"ie )amb in every flocek, se,
there is a JUDAS fi every cengrre'ratien. At lecast it is net zinreasonablia ta
expect, aulong tha nominal disciples of' Christ, some mon, who, foui and selfih
nt heart, are se slilfuily ve?2ered witb cant and sanctimonious seoiniing that
they may pass without -question or rehuke. These inust ba left te the
IIEAUR SLeAicLiER... Tha day of' trial and' persecu tien, at ail avents the da'y of
death, will reveal theni in thieir true colours.

Ail the miemnbers of the Chiurch should ha pure and holy like RI:m who is the
Hecad. The sanie grand currrent eof divine 111e should course through their
vains. They shouid %vear the Iivery of Eleaven, converse in its languag *n
nurture its virtues in the recesses eo' thair hearts. Tb.ir conduct should hc
unhlaiueable; they should clîeerful ly ohey ail the commands of Christ. beiieving
au1d cherishing Ilis word, and kcoping, far off fremn beresy, scbisma and factieus
Ijehaviour.

As the Chureb is the nobiast, mest important and influential soeiety on
earth, it is an incalculable honour te be admnitted inte lier communion, and a
terrible disaster te ba axcluded fron bier pale. It is a feairf'ul thing te ha a
disi')yl member of t1he Church ; it may ho stili worse te he an open eneniy.
Out of' tho Ohurc l "there is ne ordinnry possibility of salvatioj," and
though au ecelesizistical connection, ivithout a saving union te Christ, avails
nothin g, yet this is wh at rendors, the exercise eof disc;ipline s0 deeply soleiem.
Whien a iiiember is eut off ho is -1deliverad unte Sattan." N-e lias flilen
througbi sin, and tha Church al lows him te, tasta iLs bittarness. The aini, ail the
,while, is blessing, net cursing, salvation net destruction. The veice of a
Church coud acting according te Seripture ia the voice eof Goïd. The Bride
of' Christ, shouid ho 1 - itholit spot or wrinki e ;' his bouse shouid ho a model
-of purit-y and ùrder; ail who hear bis Lame should depart frein impurity, «ind
be "4a chasen generation, a royal priestheed, an bioly nation, a peculiar people-."

Christ bas mnada ample provision for sacuringy the purity of the Church. H-e
bas lait lier bis ewn hely exampla; hie gava lier apesties, avangelists, pasters;
ho bas hequeathed te, ber in the Bible a codaet iî aws which are equal, te avcry
emergency; and aboya ail hae has promised bis Holy Spirit- te lead lier te ai
trutb. Shae is net laft in orpbanage te mioura an absent Lord : bis owu
promise i3 " Le, I am witb you always, aven to, the end eof the world t" What
influence sheuld tlîis one faet exereise on the minds of' tliese who are la any
respact counnected with the Ohurdli, whetlîar as rul ers or ruled ! If yeurefuse te
hear those nvho are over yen zn the Lord, yen treat Christ's authority, net man's,

Zf)t g2cille anb ;fOrtigit taorb.


