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Essays axo Discovnsts, Practical and Historieal, by Cortlandt Van Renssalaor’
D. D. 12mo., pp. 435. Philadelphia, Presbyterian Board of Fublication

The aothor of this work was a highly estecemed and influentinl minister of
the Old School Preshyterian Church of tho United States, lately called to his
reward. Descended of an ancient and wealthy Duteh family in the State of
New York, he devoted his talents and his wealth to the service of the Re-
deemer. e first studied for the bar, but. after being duly sdwitted to prac-
tice, he resolved to devote himself to the work of the Christian ministry. In
1837 he was ealled to the pastoral charge of the Presbyteriun congregation of
Lurlington, N. J, but resigned a few years after, and iz 1843 was appointed
Generai Agent of Princeton Theological Seminary, in which capacity he ecol-
lected one hundred thousand dollays for its permanent endowment., In 1846
he wag elected Corresponding Seeretary and chief executive offiver of the Ge-
neral Assembly’s Board of Edueution, which office be held for fourteen years,
till in 1860 farling health compelled his resiguation. Tt was in this Jast office
that he rendered his chief serviees to the Church. The work of the Board
consists principally in aiding young men preparing for the ministry, but its
cfforts are also directed to the prowmotion of Christian education in colleges
and academies. To both these departments of the Board’s operations he de-
voted his time, labours, and means, and with the most happy results to the
Church.  He died July 25tb, 1860.

The manuscript of the present velune was the object of the author’s careful
preparation during the last few months of his life, and it was placed as his
lust gift at the disposal of the Bourd of Publication, in whose operations he
had taken a great intevest. There ave in it ten sermons on such topics as the
following, * Martha’s cumbering care and Mary’s good part,” “The redemp-
tion of the soul preeious,” * None of us liveth to himself,”  The lessons of
old age,” & These are all clear, practical and evangelical discourses, which
cannot fail to be profitable. Besides these the volume contains a ¢ Centennial
Historical Discourse” delivered in 1858 in commemoration of the re-union of
the Syrods of New York and Pliladelphia a century before. This is an ex-
cellent essay, containing a suceinct account of the origin and progress ot the
Presbyterian Church of the United States, with suitable reflections, suggested
by its history during the century.  Perbaps, however, the most valuable part
oi the volume 3 ¢ the historical coutributions.” This consists of an esamina-
tion of the principles of the founders of the Presbyterian Church, as bearing
upen the questions at issue between the New and Old School, together with a
clear navrative of the division in 1837-8, and defence of the wmeasurcs of the
Ol Scheol party at that important erisis,  This last we consider the best dis-
cussion of the subjeet we have seen, and we would recommend it {o all who
wizh to make themsclves acquainted with the principles ar issue in that
struggle.

Hesvexny Warenwonps, or Promises and Countersigns, by L. B. I. Smalt
12mo, pp. 125. Same Publishers.

The Scripture contains many ¢ exceeding great and precious promises” for
the childeen of Ged. But how shall I know that I am one of those who bave
a right to these, asks the bumble believer. This little work is founded on the
idea that this may be known by his having an exercise of miad corresponding



