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At the last woallly 1 oard mecting of the Torontn
Electoral Diviswn Agivaltural Sudiety, after the
appuistment of judges for the next cxhibition and
the transaction of uther routine business, the follow-
ing paper was read Ly Mr. John Paxton, of Brockton,
and a vote of thanks unanimously accorded for it
We have pleasuro in acceding to a request for its
publication in our Field Department - -

** The potato was first described by Casper Beaubin
a short time previvas to 1590, But it is tn Sir
Walter Raleigh that we are indebied for the intro-
duction of this now invaluable tuber. That gentle-
man esiablished a colony in Virginia about the year
1586. Trom thenee ho snon after carried hame the
potato, and cultivated it on hisown estate in Ireland
It did n.t, however, attract much atter tinm, or ¢omae
into guneral use for nearly a century afterwards
During the rdign of James T it was considered a
great dainty , for it is recorde 1 that during the year
1619 sume were buught for the reyal table at one
shilling per pound.  The potato in its wild state is
found on the western slopes of the Andes  Thrugh
it was brought to Ircland about 1386 97, it is said
to have been introduced into Spain previcusly to that
date, and disscminate? by the Spaniards throughout
Frauce and Italy

1t was, however, frym Treland that it foun® its
way into Holland and Germany, and thence through-
out Eurvp.. In Asia, to this day, tho potatois
unknown, except where enlonies of Eurnpear> have
cstablished themselves The climate of Australia
is said to Le oxiremely favorable to the culture of
the potato; that is fortunate, as thal fint country
produces no esculent farinaccous root, if wo cxeept
the roots of the edible fern (Pleris esculenta), which
you will allow must be but a miserable substitute for
a good potato.

In the beginning of the cighteenth century, a
colony of Scotch Presbyicrians, who had previously
settled in the Province of Ulster, Ircland, bat had
failed to find that civil and religious liberty which
they so much desired, emigrated to America and
landed at Boston, bringing with them the first
potatucsintroducedinto North America for culturc asa
ficld or garden crop.  Hailing from the Emerald Isle,
those colunists were called Irsh, and hence the
name ‘lash potatues,” Ly olhith they are alinast
universally distinguishel in this coantry from th
aweet potato (Dioscorea dalata), the latter Lilng
qQuite a distinct geaas fiom ovr ‘Sl L' Lsum.

In the year 1825 the crop was atluhed by a
disease called ‘carl, which wawsed the la.es to
shrivel up and finally to full o, The plaud Loag
thus deprived of ths only apparatas by whidh it
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could secrete those gases from the atmosphere which
arc 50 cssential to the perfecting of the tubers,
yielded almost nothing. From that time, the plant
showed symptoms of disease, more or less, until the
year 1846, when 1t was well nigh swept from the
faco of the carth by that fell disease, the cffects of
which show themselves to the present day. Thou-
sands have tried to solve the problem, but zo far all
thesr well bult theories have ouly proved castles in
the air.  Last year Earl Cathcart generously gave
anze of £100 for the best essay on the potato
disease and ats remedy; but though 90 competed,
not onc of them fulfilled the necessary conditions.
Some of their statemeats were botanically incorrect,
and nozne of them left the beaten track already well
known to agriculturists, so that the prize was with-
held.  Such men as Mr. Paterson, of Dundee, deot-
land, and the Rev. C. BE. Goodrich, Utica, N. Y.,
left the deeply-worn rut of theory, and Lke sensibh
men struch into the practical to find vut a remedy, and
have haply succecded.  Mr. Patersun was of the
opin.on that as ammals were only caleulated to serve
their generation, it wast be so w.th the potato plant,
and that without a reacwal every generativn from the
seed ball, 1t noall v deterwrate cither "from discase
or sheer exhaustion, as to become utterly valueless.
Acting on this prinsiple, he procured sets of all the
healthiest varicties he cvald find, and planded them
tugether. The bees and other insects carried the
pollen of ons flower to that of another, therlby
wfusing fresh blood inty the sced vessels.  The seed
thus impregnated was sown, and the prodace sclectod
and tested year after year.  The result of the experi-
ment is that Mr. Paterson has given to DBritain the
“Victoria * and many other vaneties, of first rate
quahity and free of discase. The farmers awarded
m a gold medal for his labors, which he well
deserved.

The Rev. C.E.Ga0si.h has given us, by a similar
process, among othersa scedling of 1853—the Garnet
Chili—a valuable varicty in itseli, but still more so0
on account of its being the progenitor of our very
best varietics at the present day.

The new varietics, if weare to believe the extrava-
gant nonsense in somo of our seed catalogues, aro
legion, and all that can be desired as regards quality,
&c. One of these catalogues, in describing a new sort,
says, “Thousands have testitied that they nover zte a

I believe that after a careful selection with an
cye to quality, productiveness and immunity from
disease, only three varicties are actually worth
cultivating. At all events the following three have
been thoroughly tested and have proved themselves
the most valuable varicties, No. 1, Early Rose, a
seedling from the Garnet Cluli, vriginated by Albert
Bresee, Vermont.  This vaicty is tuo well known
and appreciated to reguire cwmment on my part
No. 2, Pecrless, anvther of Brosee's seeldlings, mised
from the same seed Lall as the Eardy Rose. Thisisa
splendid late,potato, and Jdestined tu supcrsede all
others. No, 3, Garnet Chili, the parent of the aboyve
two . the flesh as white as snow, m:aly anl finely
flavored, very popular iz vur market, a gool cropper
—rcadily yielding 400 bushels to the acre in good
sotl. There is a spurious variety of & coarse carthy
flavor often palmed off for the genuine.

A wet soil, a hunud atmosphere, and an tn-
termented manure, will undoubtedly prudispose tle
plant to the attacks of disease. A Light sandy loam,
with a farr quantaty of wull decayed manunre ploughed
m the previous fall, will grow potatues of first-rate
quality, aud lttle liablo %o disease. 1t is a fatal
mustake to plant too de:p or tuo cluse, fursvlar light
and heat are indispensable to the weliare of the crop.
large scts are preferable to small ones, fur this
reason that large tubers have large bLuds, which
latter contam the embryo crop, and heawe it is only
reasonable to suppose that the bads which producs
the strongest stems aud leaves will produce the
largest yielding tubers. ~mall sets only produce
small stems, weakly shoots, and of cousse an inferior
crop. The practice of breaking off the prominent
buds 1n the spring 13 a bad policy, leaving only the
tertiary or secondary shoots to prodace the future
crop. This impairs the vital pnnaple v1 the tabers to
a fargreater exteat than many would imagine,

A new enemy to this vegetable, in the shape of the
Colorado bug, has made itself known to farmers
duning the past year ; in fact, it nearly devoured my
own crop, notwithstanding Pans green, &e. DBut
entomologists tell us Lo keep our minds casy for the
future; that it will soon run 1ts course and disappear,
parsuing its onward aad devastating career to parts
at present unkaown,”

-

better potato,” and | i they immicdiately stultxfy| A Potato-Sowise Macnisg, —The Journal &'dy-
theur statement by say .3 that ‘thia vanety 1s no'.v‘ru:ulmrc Pratgue states that amung the new ma.

offered to the pablic {u. .ae first time,  and all for
' a dollar per pound; U, U, D, Messrs. Buss & Sons,
scedsinen, N, Y., last year offered $310 an prazes for
the greatest yield from oaz ponad of the

The result was, that the 1st pnze went to Minncsoia

Early i
Vermont,” and oac puuad of * Cumpton s durprise. \

clunes which especially attracted the attention of
agnultunsts at the recent mecting of the Palais
de 1Indastrre was a potato-suwing maciaac, invented
vy M. Coatean, and constructed by M. Diltir, jun.
Ly means of an ingcnious cuntrivance, norhed by a

jgear, the tubers, previousiy placed in a box, aro

for Carly Vermont, for a y1eld of 99 1bs., oz 1n rvand earmivd successively into a pipe which opens and
nambers, an average of over 1000 busheis per acre.  shats autumatially, depuntang the seed with purfect

The Ist prize for ‘ Cumptons Surpnsc,
the same state for a yicld of 511 1bs.

went to !

regularity an the farrow made Ly a share with
which the machine is provided.



