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AFETIT OP TII C HU CU. have authority to act In liant business for whiclh thé, For site Jenish and Christian Church are to be cecommission has bepn granted. Was it otherwiise, sidered, not so mnch different establislments, as tAli things shall pass away ! The glorious cartb, the commission wourld be an useless formi. Christ, editiones, if we may so say, of the same Chirc teStudded with lofty mountains, must dissolve therefore, by making choice only cf elcren out of the God, the f..roer constituting cs il were tihe-groAnd melit into oblivion :-its towers, wlole rinmlibcr of his disrilpes, intended, it is presum- plan, upon wlhich thec latter h 3 been built. u
Its lofty palaces, and battlements cd, that the business which lie authorizedl then to hndecd, as the economy of manais salvation for d m.ls .haîy plc, anl uatteel ie 'le, Ahould not be perrormed by every one (bat might one complete whole,it is but to be expected that ul f ielis shmllng temples,--all Must eel (he shock 'hink proper to t :e upon hia to exerute it. , hould be an uniformity in its several parts.: Ilha
Of the last trumpct's blast, and ut the sound [t is remarked further, tigt the tenor of the com- the modern Christian, ly confining lis attentio' r
Fall into dust. mision delivered te the Apostles seems purposely one particular part of the divine dispensaion -ontcalculated to 1 rovide against, and thereby to render 'hereby unqualified Io trace the resemblance b<tw cdlThe ever restless, wide, unbounded sea, unnecessary, iall self-constituted aulhority in the church. them. ef
Rolling in awful majesty ils waves, " As ny Fathler lias seo t me," said Cirist, " so ' If Goad then thought prnper, himself to regulate t y
Its sparkling coral caves-the tomb tend I you," &c. According to the common import service of tI e Jevish Church, by the expresss1Of nany a sipwrecked mariner. Its spoils of which vords, as nell as tIhe received sense of then pfintmen.t of those w1hu werc ta bear office ID ilOf treasure, sucked inte its greedy dl shils in the Cithilic Church,, our Saviour is to bc unider. as repsonable to suppose, that he iwould adopt a sisgr y eis- stond os if lie had said, " with the sane pov.er and lar plan in the Chritian church. Nor is it te be iShall bc no more--when the drad oath is sworn, authority ihat my Father sent me in the norld, te agined, that le ue did ali things wïthregierity a r ae
"'Tie now must end !" constitute and govern ny Church,I send you and your order; eho ini hais own person paid a delicate rega a

successors, for the further advancement of the same ta the ordinances of the old dispensation, wthicl n a tr
The glorious firmament above-the sun diviae purpose ; anad o ! my Spirit shall accompa- to be done anay; should leare the affairs of his ni

The moon,-the hosts of glittering stars, goy the regular administration of the office to the endi Church only in an sri egular and disorderly codait i
W'hich sang enraptured ut creatiun's dawn fi. the world. As therefore, in constquence of the 'lie history of tMe Christian church proves il
'Tihe praises cf their kng,--cbedent sili mission whrich I have received from my Fathsr 1 hc has net done so; it being talken for granted, th iToi osend you, so, by virtue of the mssion received from the practice of the Apostlesin the execution of the js f'e His Almnighty word, falI froin theirspheres, me, you have authority to send others, for the pair- commiscion, iill be admitted as asuthority sufficie 0o! from the East appears a brighter light, pose of carrying on, and perpetuating, the plan which to establish this fact. The Apostles, we are told,dEcl;ipsing ail. I have set on foot in the world, hy a regular admi- not enter lapon the discharge of their commissiun,i-

Earth, sea, and sky must icrish ,-but God's ehuren nistration of the affairs of my hingdom, to tie end they Lad received the promise of the Father n ir 'VN
Shall ne;er sec destruction. CHRIsT aplears of tmp." gift ofthe ioly Ghost. " They vere corrnianded ist
Her Pilot in the storm. Guided by Hrn, But, it may be said, although this commission, tarry in Jerusalem till they were indued ivith the pol tndelivered te the Apostles, stamps a distinction upron er from'on high." Luke xxiv. 49. What form as iThcugh on creation tire last tcmpest beat, their character, and evidently invests them with a par- government, therefore, the Aposfies agreed ta esta by aSafely she holds hier course,-and in the sea ticular office and authonrity; yet il does noct furnhish in the church, if not expressly communicbted it siOf fier; glass, spreading before God's throne, çufficient light, by whiclr to deterr.ine the preciqe them by Christ in persan, must be considered as e nd
Rests picacefully. constitution of the Christian Church. It certainly tablihed under the direction of the Holv Spirit. ,th

does not ; and vas there ne other light vouchsafed Thus, apostolicai prattice, vith respect to the go efo.4lihray. te us on this subject, we should not speak s decided- vernment of the church, Weil ascertained, must i its
ly tapon il, as ne now feel ourselves authorized to do. this a atter bc equivalent tu apostolical precept iiti d,"

TuE DWIarE CovERIENT OF THE CUawRI. But, perhaps, more imformation may bc expected respect to the dortrine of it; because the Holy Spint, t].lin this case than the Bible was designed ta furnish. by \vhom the Apust'es wvere directed,and whose affici ze
The Church being a se:iety of whirh Christ is the Divine revelation, it is te be observed, nas net meant it was te teach them ahl things necessary lo the wel. nr

head, from %.hem alone ail the benefits belonging toit to gratify the curiosity, but ta furnish information being of the Christian church,would no lead thenl lesare derived, the appnitnent of the governrors, toge- sufficient te establish the faith and govern the prac- into error in one case more than ina the other. ingther wih the triles and orders by which this society tice of the Christian professor. It is net te be sup- What that form of government was, we shall bl 'iris to be moianaged and directed, must originate with, posed, that in the short hibtory given by the Apos- at no lo5sto dete.rmiie, if we are disposed te inqur xi
and receive its sanction from hin For maan merp- tree, onc thousandth part ofthe doctrine, or instruc- iairly into the subjeLt. Indeed, the constitutiun of he]y es a man, can claim no rule cver his feIIow-crea.tion, delivered by our Saviour to his disciples, could the Christi.! church, as established by the Apostles., b
tures. Government, therefore, nhether in church or'be reccrded. St. John makes use of a strong ex may Le considered to be sufficiertly notorinus, froas
etate, must look: to lait supreme Disposer, fron riomlpression, where he says, that " if ail thirigs nihichiheir %%ritings, to render pnrticua'ar pronfon tlIe sub. b
:Il piwer is derived; by wvnse auhority alone the va- Jesus did should be written, every ane, the vorldiject unnecessary.-N. Y. Chur-chman. al
lidity of ils exertions can be established. The rea- itself coulda net contain the books that should be writ- 1
son of the thinag, in this case, we shatl find upaon in- ten ;" thereby giving us te understand, that the his- 30uN WESLEY AND TUE OXFORD TRACTS.
quiry te be confirmed by tei history of facts. tories written by the Apostles furnisa but a very short

When our Saviour, aftrr his resurrection, proceed- abstract of our Saviour's life and conversation; by A writcr in tre British Magazine gives <lie f.li..r.
ed te the regular establishment of his Churchl upon no means sufficient to quralify tire reader te form a in" quotation rm Ne. 76 a t e Tract for the b
earth, he appointed the eleven principal dicipIes, or minute and circumstantial judgment, with respect ta he
Apostles as they pre called by way of distinction, ta any particular transaction recorded. rimes baptismal regeneration is neant, firt, tht ra
neet him in a mountain in Galilee, for the purpose Upon the subject before us, for instance we have the the u s By baptisl reg net a mairst, thatrno
of delivering lis commission and directions te them no information but at is drived from the n ere re e sarament e baptism je not a mere sign or pro. t
on that subject. I" Then the eleven disciples (we citai of the fact, that our Saviour did, after h" re- by which, vhen rightly received, the seul is adnranicd or
rea, ) nent away into Galilee, ira a mountain, whrere surrection, deliver a commission Io his eleven dasci- to the benefitr of Christ's atonement, such as the for-Jesus had appointed *hem. And Jesus came, and pies, relative to the government of bis Church. The giveness of sin, original and actual, reconriliation téspake unto them, say ng, All power is given utint me Manner in which this commission nas ta bc carried God, a new nature, aption citizenship in'Christ's
in heaven and in earth. Go ye, therefore, and teach anto effect, is te be ascertained by the subsequent kingdom, and the inheritance oflcaven, i. e., regene-(or make di ciples in) ail nations, baptizing them in prartace of (lie Apostles ; which doubtless conformed ration."the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Co the direction they bad received from tiheir divine And quietly requests his reTaders to compare wvill hHoly Ghost; teahing them to observe ail things Master. For it is not te be supposed that our Savi- il the subjoined extracts froi the rorks oî the Rev. 6%ihatsoever I have commanded you; and lo ! I am unr would fail to acconpany the delivery Of se im- John W'esley; •l%vith you alhvay, even unto the end of the world." portant a commission, withall the information neces- hAPTIsar, &c.Miatt. xxvie b. 18. ,ary for the parties intruasted with it. indeed, itIt is to be observpd, that our Saviour's disciplesshould seemn as if this was one of the principal objects " [t is the in.itiatory. sacrament, which enters ts b,
nt this lime exceeded the number of five hundred.- jour Saviour had in view, in remaining se long upoa into covenant with God," [VWorks, vol. xiii. p. 896, r
Afier bis resurrection, St. Pail tel!s us, that " he unsearth after bis resurrection ; sance we are expressly edition of 1812, in 16 volumes.] "l Vhatare the 's
seen of above five hundred brethren at once." But told, that be, employed that tame, in speaking of the benefits wve receive by baptism is the next pQint Io b : o
our Savicur did net deliver the commission for ad- things " periaining lo lte kingdom of God." Acts i. considered, the first of these is the vashing awa-ay the rt
winisteri' g (e sacranerts of lis Cura to his dis- 3. if the Aposties have not recorded the directions guilt of original sin, hy the application of the aierits cc
c:ples at large, but orly to bis eleven Apostles; and which accornpanied the delivery.cf their commission, of Christ's death," [p. 398) " Baptism, the ordi. t
ta thema not by accident, but, it should seem, by ex- ive are net fron thence narrantel te conclude that nary instrument of our justification." [399.] "a J3y e
press design; anad in consequence of a particular ap- no directions were given ; but, that they were judo.baptism ne are admittei isnto tle Churlh, and con- hE
jointment te meet him for that purp»e. ed unnecessary to be particulor:zed; for tbis reason, seqiuntly made members of Chrit, its head," [p. va

Noir the granting a commission manifestly impliesyt may be, because the government of the Christian 400.] 'By baptism ne are made Ilre children ofGod.
th-t none but those to whom it bas been delivered, Church n as to corr' spond with that of the Jewish.-And this regeneration, which our Churc, in sumany, ty


